
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
While Kathy Champion has been on leave I have had the 
honour of taking on the role of Acting Principal. Upon 
reflection I have noticed that the busier life gets the 
quicker that time seems to pass by. It’s hard to believe 
that we are coming to the end of week 6.  
 

Last week our year 7 students went to Barmera for their 
year level camp. By all accounts a great time was had by 
all. Students were well behaved and grew in confidence 
with the water activities as time progressed. Our year 8 
and 10 students have their camp in week 8 so we look 
forward to hearing about their experiences. 
 

As we come to the end of the year it is a great 
opportunity for our students to reflect on their 
achievements and growth through the year. To this end 
our year 8 students will be participating in their Round 
Table discussion with Mrs Packer and Mr Murray and an 
invited guest on Friday November 25. It will be great to 
see parents coming in to support their students as they 
reflect on their first year of high school.  
 

Our year 11 students will be undertaking their end of 
year exams or timed tasks next week and we wish them 
all the best and encourage them to spend time 
preparing. This is an opportunity for them to practice 
their exam studying technique and routine in 
preparation for year 12. Not all students will have an 
exam and instead will have a task to complete within a 
timeframe. This will mimic the pressure that we all 
experience through life when we are expected to 
complete a task within a strict timeline. We encourage 
them to take this opportunity seriously and learn from 
the experience.  
 

Our year 12 students have completed all their exams and 
assessment tasks for the year. We will celebrate their 
academic achievements as well as the rest of our 
students at our annual Presentation Night. This year 
Presentation Night is on Tuesday December 13 starting 
at 6.30. It will be a great night of celebration and we 
encourage all parents and community members to come 
along.  
 

I look forward to seeing you all at Presentation Night.  
Regards Vicky Mudge 
 
FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 

It has been a very busy and eventful term so far, with 
many different events and learning opportunities for 
students and staff.  
 

Recently we celebrated our Year 12 students through 
their final day assembly, Presentation Ball and a farewell 
dinner. I would personally like to congratulate this 
wonderful group of students on their commitment to all 
areas of their schooling at RDHS over the past 5 years. 
In what has been a topsy-turvy year they have welcomed 
all obstacles with positivity and commitment. 
 

Recently our Year 7’s attended their camp to Barmera 
and in the next 3 weeks our Year 8s and 10s head off to 
Victor Harbor and Adelaide respectively. These 
experiences provide learning opportunities outside of 
the classroom, build strong peer relationships and create 
memories which last a lifetime. 
 

Our staff have been working tirelessly to squeeze in final 
content learning within classes and it is always great to 
see students engaged and committed to their learning.  
This week upon floating throughout classes I have 
witnessed students engaged in learning on World War 
1, nutrition in our diets, welding, calculating area, 
mountain bike maintenance, creating a business and 
many other learnings. 
 

I would encourage all parents/caregivers to ask your 
child about what they have learnt each day to empower 
them, and to strengthen accountability of their learning. 
 

It is going to be a very busy final 3 weeks of the year at 
RDHS, as always we encourage you to get in contact with 
us with any queries or concerns you may have. Looking 
forward to seeing you all at Presentation Night in week 
9. 
 

Matt Norman 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

28-30 November 2022 Year 11 Exams 
30 November 2022 Year 6 Transition 
 Governing Council Meeting 
 7pm – All Welcome 
1 December 2022 Year 11 Excursion 
5-8 December 2022 Year 8 Adventure Camp 
5-9 December 2022 Year 9 Rich Tasks 
 Year 10 Camp/Business Week 

Activities 
12-16 December 2022 Activities Week 
13 December 2022 Presentation Night 
16 December 2022 Last Day of Term 4 
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YEAR 12 
 
Friday 18 November was the date for the last 
external exam (Tourism) and ‘social gathering’ 
for the class of 2022. Those students who 
could, attended the Year 12 Dinner, which 
this year was held at Wanera Wine Bar and 
Restaurant in Angaston. 
 
This evening is always a highlight for us to be 
able to interact with students in a less formal 
setting and personally congratulate them on 
their accomplishments. During the evening, 
students were presented with keepsakes to 
remind them of their time at RDHS and 
encouraged to be awesome! Students and 
staff had a very enjoyable, relaxed evening. 

The final event for year 12s is our 
Presentation Night; this will be held in the 
school gymnasium on Tuesday 13 
December. All students will be presented to 
the audience and recognised for the 
completion of their final year of schooling. It is 
an expectation that all Year 12 students 
attend (in school uniform). Mr Norman will 
keep them informed in regards to 
arrangements for the day. 
 
Year 12 students do not receive a term 4 
report, however parents/caregivers are 
encouraged to access Daymap where they will 
find results and comments for final 
assessment tasks. All external assessments 
(investigations and exams) are now with SACE 
markers and School Assessed material is 
being moderated. 
 
Student results will be released on Monday 
19 December at 8.30 am. Students can access 
their results via students online. It is wise for 

students to ensure they can access SACE 
students online before this date. Students 
who are experiencing trouble logging into 
students online should visit the following link: 
   
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/result
s/end-of-year 
 
Good Luck! 
KIM SCOTT, MATTHEW NORMAN, KIM FOULIS 
 
YEAR 12 PRESENTATION BALL 
 
On Friday 4 November we held our Year 12 
Presentation Ball. Over 150 people were in 
attendance to celebrate and enjoy the night 
with the graduating students of 2022.  
 
22 students were presented on the night, 
which followed with the Military Two Step and 
a special person’s dance in front of all 150 
guests.  
 
We were fortunate to have Paralympian and 
world H4 road cycling champion, Grant Allen 
as our guest speaker. He spoke about his 
upbringing in Auburn, his setbacks 
throughout life, how he overcame hardship 
and how a positive and ‘can do’ attitude 
helped him achieve what he has so far. 
 
The night was catered for by the Hotel Central, 
with an array of delicious options available for 
guests. Thank you also to the wonderful 
RDHS P&F and also the staff who helped set 
up for the evening. Special thanks also to our 
amazing photographer Kelly Buckby for her 
calmness and organisation of all of the 
professional photos on the night. 
 
The positive feedback from the evening has 
been overwhelming and we would like to 
thank everyone who attended and supported 
our wonderful 2022 Year 12s. The event was 
a fantastic way to celebrate the students last 
5 years at RDHS and is a tradition we are very 
proud of at RDHS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/results/end-of-year
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/results/end-of-year


YEAR 11 RESEARCH PROJECT 
 
Year 11 Research Project students have 
been hard at work as of late. I commend 
them on their efforts, as Research 
Project is no small task!  
 
Students had to first connect with a 
topic that they would be willing to dive 
deep into for a whole semester, 
determine what makes a reliable internet 
source, conduct surveys and interviews, 
interpret data and bring all their 
findings together into a meaningful 
outcome (such as a magazine-style 
article, blog post, fitness program and 
so on).  
 
Some of the highlights have been seeing 
students develop surveys about topics 
such as cybersecurity awareness at RDHS 
and the well-being impact on students 
that have taken part in Operation 
Flinders. This is real research, real 
data, and it has been an exciting 
journey reflecting with students on 
their Research Projects and seeing the 
development of their thought processes.  
 
As students wrap up their Research 
Projects, I look forward to learning 
from and marking an AFLW training 
program, a farmers' do-it-yourself 
manual for checking livestock parasites 
with stool analysis, and a new and 
improved Formula 1 racing car design, 
and this is just skimming the surface!  
 
Well done to all the Year 11 cohort. 
Hamish Morelli 
 
CERAMICS IN THE ART ROOM 
 
One great aspect of Art at RDHS is that 
we are very fortunate to have a 
functional pottery kiln. Many schools 
have lost theirs over the years which is 
a tragedy given that they allow students 
to construct functional ceramics such as 
cups and vases, as well as clay 
sculptures.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Firing clay objects in a kiln 
effectively turns them into a type of 
man-made stone that can last thousands 
of years! Much of what we know about 
ancient cultures can be learnt from 
their pottery – imagine someone in the 
distant future finding the clay candle 
holder you made in Year 8. How great 
would that be! 
 
YEAR 7 MEDIA ARTS 
 
After developing skills with sculpture 
programs and animation earlier in the 
semester, the year 7’s are now working 
through a range of Photoshop tasks 
that will prepare them for a DVD cover 
final later this term. Part of the work 
involves creating surprising and 
believable images by assembling and 
editing collected photos, which also 
shows students how easy it is to create 
images of events that never happened! 
Some of their results have been 
entertaining and believable. These 
examples are by Cassie, Grace and Zac 
– well done Year 7’s! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James Butler 
Media Arts, Art and Design Teacher  



DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
The Design and Technology building has been 
very busy over the past term and a half. We 
have been working with a new group of year 
7 & 8 classes for Design and Technology and 
focusing solely on Metalwork for the year 9 to 
11 levels.  
 
The junior students have been developing their 
skills with some work shop machines and tools 
such as the drill press, oxy-acetylene welder, 
disc sander, bandsaw, mallets, hammers, 
chisels and tin snips just to name a few. The 
best part of the class is not just the finished 
products which include a very nifty toothbrush 
holder, swinging toy and a widening board, 
but it’s the fun we have in the process. This is 
really evident on Tristan’s face, he can hardly 
contain his excitement.  
 
The year 9’s have been shaping flat mild steel 
and oxy welding it together to make a design 
of their choice, the humble flower was the 
most popular amongst the class, however 
Justin Perry chose to challenge himself by 
making a ukulele to accompany the song he 
has been writing about Highland Cows.  
 
The year 10’s & 11’s have been taking on some 
more challenging tasks in which they are 
heating and shaping steel into hooks and also 
making a fire pit or wood holder for their 
fireplaces in their homes.  
 
All in all, we have been making progress and 
developing our skills along the way. It is great 
to see the ideas during the planning and 
developing stages come to fruition.  
 
YEAR 7 ENGLISH 
 
In a recent year 7 English class, students were 
challenged to write a Haiku.  The example 
given was by Stephen King from “It”: 
 

Your hair is winter fire, 
January embers. 

My heart burns there, too. 
 

Below are some of the students’ efforts: 
 

I saw two seagulls 
and a red bird in a tree, 
waiting there for Spring. 

Mahli 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refreshing and cool, 
love is sweet summer rain 

that washes the world. 
Fatemah 

 

Nothing matches you. 
You shine as bright as the moon. 

May I see you soon…? 
Sophie 

 

Waves crash the sea shore, 
warm sand comforting my toes. 

Breezes slap my face. 
HP  

 
 



AGRICULTURE 
 
Despite the unseasonably wet conditions, the RDHS 
farm has been a hive of activity during term 4. Some of 
the notable events include: 
 
Piermont, a Lowline bull arrived to visit our cows. A very 
big thankyou to Barossa Lowlines for lending us their 
bull.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our hay crops have been cut and mostly baled. After 
having to dodge the frequent rain events, we have 
managed to bale the barley and vetch hay crops. Thanks 
to Peter Stevens for his advice and making time to come 
out and bale the hay at very short notice. 
 
The sheep are busily lambing at the moment. With 
plenty of feed on offer in the paddocks, the sheep are 
in excellent condition and are raising another round of 
little lambs. The students have been keeping a close eye 
on the number of lambs born each day. 
 
We have raised another two pigs this term. The 
students have had the opportunity to learn about 
handling, feeding and caring for these animals whilst 
they have been on the RDHS farm.  
 
The year 9 agriculture students have been growing a 
patch of potatoes, which are nearly ready for harvest. 
The students have learnt about planting, hilling up and 
monitoring their crop and the potatoes will be available 
to purchase for $2 / kilogram along with a range of 
other vegetables grown by the students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The year 9 class have also been learning about 
incubating chicken eggs and managing poultry. We 
have been monitoring the progress of the incubating 
eggs in the Ag classroom and eagerly await them 
hatching this week. 

The year 11 agriculture students have been developing 
their skills of assessing the condition of the sheep, 
assessing the quality and quantity of pasture available 
to the livestock and assisting with routine livestock 
management tasks such as foot trimming, tagging and 
castration. 
 
To assist the students to better understand the 
importance of correctly assessing the condition of the 
sheep and the effect of nutrition on their performance, 
Belinda Cay, working with Ag Communicators, 
organized for two lecturers from the University of 
Adelaide to come and speak to the students. Dr 
Rebecca Forder and Dr Mariana Caetano spoke to the 
students about the importance of good nutrition and 
assessing whether the feed on offer in a pasture is 
providing all of the nutrition that is required by the 
animals. Dr Mariana went on to also demonstrate how 
to correctly assess the condition of the animals with a 
group of animals on the farm. Students had the 
opportunity to test their knowledge by seeing if their 
assessments matched those of the presenter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whilst they were at RDHS, the guest presenters also 
had the opportunity to speak to the students about 
specific tertiary pathways into agriculture that are 
available through the University of Adelaide. 
 
A huge thanks to Dr Rebecca and Dr Mariana as well as 
Belinda Cay for organizing this valuable and enjoyable 
event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aaron Fechner 
Agriculture teacher 
 
 
 



HOME ECONOMICS 
 
Year 10 Food students have concluded their 
learning on Australian produce by carrying out 
a student directed assignment to Promote 
Australian Food to help the rest of the world 
recognise the wonderful produce Australia has 
to offer.  
 
There were some great food practicals utilising 
Australian products like Tim Tams and Milo, 
some looked at entertaining in an Aussie way 
while some students researched and used more 
traditional ingredients such as Kangaroo mince 
to create a double 'Roo' burger. Bush Dukkah 
Damper and Kangaroo metwurst as well as other 
Australian local produce were used to create a 
grazing board on a boomerang shaped serving 
board designed and made as part of this 
assignment also. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Some more great 
books to check out 
in our library. All 
are welcome to call 
in, have a chat and 
investigate all the 
great materials we 
have to borrow.  
 

Year 8 Students have undertaken their final 
assessment task requiring them to apply their 
nutrition knowledge they have gained 
throughout the term by designing a Nutritious 
Muffin. Students have developed many practical 
skills and strategies to ensure they have an 
efficient practical and it was fantastic to see 
these being highlighted, helping to produce 
some brilliant results. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  



 
  



 
  



CRICKET 
 
On Monday of week 4 our Year 7/8 and 9/10 
cricketers combined with students from Burra 
Community School and Eudunda Area School to 
take on Maitland Lutheran in the Year 7/8, and 
Clare High School in the Year 9/10 competitions.  
 
In the 7/8 game our boys won the toss and batted 
first with Cooper getting us off to a good start with 
a few boundaries. Eljay batted well through a 
difficult period during the middle of the innings 
where wickets were falling around him. Tyson 
came in late in the innings and hit some fantastic 
shots, including a huge 6.  
Tyson 27 
Eljay 17 not out 
Cooper 13 
Harrison 6 
Final scores: 
BEARS 4/83  Maitland Lutheran 1/84 
 
In the 9/10 game Clare High got off to a good start, 
compiling 143 off their 20 overs. Dropped catches 
hurt us in the field at crucial times. In reply our 
boys batted well, batting out the 20 overs and 
falling 30 runs short in a really good game of 
cricket. Tait and Nick batted well towards the end 
of the innings and got us close to the target. 
Final scores: 
BEARS 7/113  Clare High 2/143 
 
It has been a number of years since RDHS has had 
a cricket team, and entering cricket teams again 
showed the close collaboration between RDHS, 
BCS and EAS. As always, we would like to 
commend the behaviour, sportsmanship and 
positivity of all of our RDHS students on the day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
 
 
 

 
Staff and students at Riverton & District High School 
thank Gilbert Valley Lions Club for their continued 
support and very generous donation of 6 more bikes, 
some helmets and bike tubes. 
 
Our students are loving the 
opportunity to ride in groups 
now that the warmer weather 
has finally arrived. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colours of Christmas festival 
Avon Hall, 1883 Avon Road AVON 

 
Open Sundays 

10.30am to 3.30pm Nov 27th Dec 4th & Dec 11th 2022 
Tuesdays  

10 30am to 3.00pm Nov 29th Dec 6th 2022  
Other times by prior arrangement. 

Cost of Entry  
Adults $5. Child over 4 years $3.  
Family 2 Adult 2 Children $12 

All children must be accompanied by an adult 
Entry includes Morning or afternoon tea 

 
Group bookings through the week 10.30am to 3 

pm.by appointment only. Minimum of 10 
A Light lunch with tea or coffee $12.50 pp 

Morning or Afternoon tea $5.00 pp 
For further info & Bookings 

Phone 8867 1127 


