
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Welcome back to everyone for the start of the 
final term for the year. All students are now well 
into learning in their classes – with plenty of 
different activities planned to take place within 
the next six weeks. Students should continue 
their focus on continuing their learning in each 
subject, with feedback from their last report in 
mind. Parents had the opportunity to speak to 
subject teachers on the Parent-Teacher Night in 
week 2, having conversations about any 
concerns they may have about their child’s level 
of engagement and achievement. We still want 
to pay close attention to supporting continuous 
improvement! 
 

Learning programs in classrooms 
 

One of the strengths of our school is the small 
size – although we have grown this year to 
almost 200 students! This gives us an 
opportunity to get to know everyone really well 
and form positive relationships, which grounds 
the learning environment. Then we have also 
have small classes – ranging from 2 in year 11 
Chemistry, 4 in 11 PE and 12 Maths, 6 in 11/12 
Biology, Society and Culture and 12 in General 
Maths to the largest groups of 20 in one of the 
Year 7 classes and Year 11 English. The average 
class size is 15, enabling teachers to give plenty 
of individual attention to students and cater for 
the range of abilities and interests in the class. 
 

Teachers differentiate the learning for students 
in every classroom – giving alternative or 
modified learning tasks to some and extension 
or more complex tasks to others. Although 
students may cover the same content – as set by 

the Australian Curriculum guidelines – how they 
learn and the activities they participate in to 
develop their knowledge and skills will vary. We 
also have mixed year levels so students can 
access the learning they need to be successful, 
whether it is to develop their basic 
understanding or stretch their skills to a higher 
or more complex level. If a student is struggling 
with the work they are given in class, whether it 
is too difficult or too basic, the subject teacher 
will be monitoring and responding to it. If you 
have any questions about this and would like 
more information about a specific learning 
program, contact the subject teacher to discuss 
it. 
 

Farewell and all the best to our Year 12 
students… 
 

We have entered a busy time in the school year 
with Year 12’s finishing formal lessons last 
week. They are currently concentrating on either 
completing final assessment tasks or preparing 
for end of year exams. All Year 12 subjects have 
a compulsory externally assessed piece of work, 
worth 30% of their entire year’s grade. In some 
subjects this is a 2-3 hour exam, others have a 
major investigation, marked by external expert 
assessors from the SACE Board. I encourage all 
students to stay focussed on their final goal in 
these last weeks of formal secondary education. 
They have worked towards this point for over 
twelve years – just a little longer! Good luck with 
these last assessments and I would urge them 
to complete any remaining work to the best of 
their ability. 
 

There will still need to be regular attendance at 
some classes for students as they finish up and 
then sit their exams. A gentle reminder; Year 12 
students are still part of the school community 
until they officially leave after exams finish and 
they need to continue to pay attention to the 
normal expectations of the school. This includes 
wearing school uniform, signing in and out 
officially when attending school, coming to 
scheduled lessons when required, following 
teachers’ instructions and school rules. 
 

The final formal day for Year 12’s was Friday, 28 
October, although some teachers may have 
asked students to attend for some lessons 
involving intensive exam preparation. On that 
last formal day the students held an assembly to 
recognise their completion of formal lessons  
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followed by a celebration with their Home Group 
teacher and Coordinator. We wish students all 
the best for the completion of their senior years 
of schooling and into the future. 
 

Parent-Teacher Interview night 
 

Our scheduled Parent-Teacher night occurred 

on Tuesday of week 2 – the 25th of October and 

all staff were available and ready to meet or have 

a phone conversation with any parents to 

discuss their child’s academic progress in 

subjects. The number of parents who took up 

this opportunity was very disappointing – only 

28 interviews; a few more than last year but 

some teachers only had one or two parents who 

wished to speak to them, although there were 

some extra phone calls made to some parents. 

We encourage any parent/caregiver who has 

any concerns about their child’s progress in any 

subject to make contact with the subject 

teacher. 
 

Bushfire season 
 

The 2022/23 bushfire season is starting and 
we’ll have some hot weather coming our way 
before school concludes this year. We are 
considered a site with a low/medium Bushfire 
Risk, but if a day is forecast as Catastrophic by 
the Bureau of Meteorology and the Country Fire 
Service, I am required to respond to ensure we 
all remain safe. 
  
The school remains open but buses are not 
authorised to travel on these days.  You are 
welcome to transport your students to school 
and collect them at the end of the day so they 
are able to engage in normal learning programs. 
 

Total fire bans are officially declared after 4pm 
on the day prior and the fire danger rating is 
routinely issued by the CFS at 5pm daily during 
the fire season – this is when a rating of 
Catastrophic may be called. There is a 4-day 
forecast fire danger rating and total fire ban 
information that will be used to plan ahead for 
the likelihood of an upcoming catastrophic day. 
These forecasts are preliminary however and will 
only be used as a guide. It will not be until the 
official rating is called the night before that 
action will be implemented. 
 

Should a Catastrophic day be declared you will 
receive an SMS message to your mobile phone 
alerting you to the changes in transport 
arrangements. It is vital, therefore that your 
contact and other details are accurate on our data 
base. Please contact the school to notify us of 
any changes to mobile phone numbers 
promptly. Parents can also call a parent hotline 
number (1800 000 279) to gain further advice if 
a ‘Catastrophic’ bushfire day is forecast. 

Uniform 
 

The warmer weather has begun so it is timely to 
refer families back to the uniform expectations 
for Term 4; the summer uniform. This comprises 
either navy or dark grey trousers, shorts, skirt 
or track pants with a school polo shirt, covered 
with a school jacket or hoodie for the colder 
mornings. We also have a school requirement 
that, as part of the uniform, all students will 
wear a hat – either in the bucket style or a cap – 
when outside at break times throughout this 
term. Please support us in this by ensuring your 
student has the correct uniform items, including 
a hat to wear. 
 

Attendance 
 

As the school year is winding down we have 
some concerns around regular attendance at 
school – an unacceptably high number of our 
students see it as ‘normal’ to have an attendance 
rate of below 90%. This means that they can be 
missing school an average of one day per week 
and thus not engaging in all the learning that 
happens on those days. 
 

Statistics about attendance include: 
 

 Missing one day per week of school from 
Reception to Year 12 is the same as 
missing over two years of schooling. 

 Being half an hour late to school each day 
from Reception to Year 10 equals missing 
over one year and a term of schooling. 

 Absence from school can limit a student’s 
achievement of essential knowledge and 
skills required for effective participation 
in work, relationships and active 
citizenship. Research shows that 
students who are often absent from 
school are likely to earn less than their 
peers as adults. 

 Students with a high rate of absenteeism 
are over-represented in the juvenile 
justice system. 
 

We certainly understand that students do 
become unwell and that is a good reason not to 
be at school. There are other reasons why 
students don’t attend however, such as family 
shopping days, birthday celebrations and ‘don’t 
feel like going to school’ which are less 
acceptable. Although the Christmas holidays are 
rapidly approaching, we are still fully in  
‘teaching and learning’ mode and students will 
benefit from being at school. Currently our 
attendance rate is less than 90%, something we 
are seeking to improve. Please work with us to 
encourage your child to be at school. 
 
 

 
Regards, Kathy Champion 



FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 

Congratulations to all our year 12 students for the 
completion of their high school years. The success 
assembly was an opportunity for the school community 
to acknowledge and celebrate their time at RDHS and 
their commitment to their studies. With the 
Presentation Ball last Friday night, this is a wonderful 
time in their lives that they will always remember. Most 
students will still have exams and final assignments to 
navigate before they can finally say their school days 
are over. We wish them every success in their transition 
to adult life. 
 
Our current year 11 students will now make their 
transition into their final year of schooling. They had the 
opportunity this term to consider their subject choices 
for year 12 and their career pathways beyond school. 
Should they wish to make changes to subjects, 
undertake work experience or sign up for an 
apprenticeship they should speak to their home group 
teacher, subject teacher or myself. Likewise our year 10 
students are also considering their future pathways.  
 
As teachers we derive a great deal of pleasure from 
watching our students learn and grow and make their 
way into adult life. This is our reward for the work we 
do to support your child. We encourage all our students 
to make the most of this last term to consider their 
future choices and to reach out to staff at RDHS for 
support.  
 
Vicky Mudge 
 
YEAR 12 
 

The end is near! Presentation Ball last Friday, exams in 
week 4 & 5, Year 12 Dinner on Friday November 18 and 
Presentation Night in week 9! It has been fantastic to 
witness the dedication of our year 12 group as they 
finalise their final tasks and prepare for their External 
Examinations; their application and commitment will 
be reflected in their final results. The excellent time 
management skills that many of our cohort have 
developed and demonstrated, will serve them well now 
and in the future. 
 

External Examinations – Stage 2 
 
Some of our Year 12 students will be involved in 
external examinations as part of the assessment criteria 
for one or more subjects. The SACE Board is gradually 
increasing the number of electronic examinations, 
adding to the list each year. All exams are worth 30% of 
the subject overall grade so it is understandable they 
can present a stressful situation for many students. I 
encourage students to be well prepared.  

 

Examination Timetable 2022: 

*All of our exams are 2 hours and 10 minutes duration. 
 

All exams will be held in the Auto Room. Students 
should arrive 15 minutes before the due starting time 
and in school uniform. Students need to bring their own 
stationery (pens, pencils, rulers etc) and an approved 
calculator for math/science exams. Students sitting 
electronic exams must bring their school laptop fully 
charged to the examination (a lock down browser has 
already been installed which will enable them to 
complete the exam). Maths examinations only, allow 
for hand written ‘help notes’ (Methods two A4 double 
sided, General and Essential, one A4 double sided 
sheet). 
 

Afternoon exams will finish at 3.40pm, hence 
alternative travel arrangements will need to be made if 
your child usually catches the bus. 
 

Students who have electronic exams are encouraged to 
visit the SACE website to re-familiarise themselves with 
the features of these exams; if you follow the link below 
and scroll down to midway through the page, you will 
see a section called “Key features of e-exams” here you 
will find six short videos which run through various 
features of the exam: 

Spellcheck  

Scribble paper 

Navigation bar  

Highlighting and adding notes 

Using multimedia (video and audio files) 

Displaying reference materials 

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/assessment/exa
ms/preparing 

A link to a pdf publication called “e-exam features”, 
also appears on this page. I have uploaded a copy of 
this to the YEAR 12 2022 RDHS Team.  

GOOD LUCK YEAR 12’S, do your best! 

Kim Scott 

Date 9 a.m. 1.30 p.m. 

Monday 7 
November 

Mathematical 
Methods 

General 
Mathematics  

Tuesday 8 
November 

 
Essential 
Mathematics 

   

Friday 11 
November 

Biology 
(electronic) 

 

Monday 14 
November  

Chemistry  

Tuesday 15 
November 

Psychology 
(electronic) 

 

Friday 12 
November 

Tourism 
(electronic) 

 

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/assessment/exams/preparing
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/assessment/exams/preparing


PARENT DINNER 2022 
 

In week 10 last term the year 12 Food, Fabric and Family students completed their final 
assignment by planning and preparing a 5 course meal for up to 2 special people in their 
lives each. We had 35 guests who were served an alternate drop menu, meaning students 
served 10 different dishes, 2 per course. Each dish was designed to showcase at least one 
food item produced here at Riverton and District High School within the Agriculture 
department. To help with presentation, the year 11 students involved created serving 
boards for the dips course which were lasered with the school logo. 
 
The year 12s demonstrated outstanding collaboration skills as they worked with the year 11 Food and 
Hospitality students to assist in the planning and cooking of dishes as well as the year 10 Home Economics 
class who learnt about Front of House responsibilities and carried these out on the night. 
  
Each and every student involved on the night exceeded any expectations and were such a credit to their 
family and the school with an absolutely wonderful evening transpiring. We are super proud of all they 
achieved, and it was such a pleasure to watch their skills and knowledge evolve from the beginning of the 
assignment until the conclusion of the night. The year 12 students, Lucy, Georgia, Mya and Elahra, were 
amazing in every aspect of planning not just the food but also the event and have certainly set the bar high 
as we hope various versions of the Parent Dinner will become an annual event. 
 



OTHER NEWS IN HOME ECONOMICS 
 
Year 11 are beginning work on their Personal 

Venture where they choose a food related project 

by researching and trialling recipes. Some 

include producing and marketing food products, 

replicating KFC recipes, inventing a sausage 

recipe and trying to answer “Why don't we 

commonly see beef and chicken burgers?” In 

week 3, year 11s will also be carrying out their 

final Bakery assessment producing a range of 

baked goods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 10 had the opportunity to do a blind tasting 

where they had to try and identify the food 

product and the native ingredients in each 

product. Using two more ingredients indigenous 

to Australia, students utilised Wattleseed and 

Macadamia nuts to create a Wattleseed Pavlova 

with Macadamia cream and Sugar bark. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 10 students have just started a unit of work 

on Promoting Australian Produce where we take 

a closer look at the wonderful produce Australia 

has to offer including native ingredients and 

traditional cooking methods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 7 & 8 Home Economics students have just 

started their Food unit where they will learn a 

range of practical skills whilst consolidating 

their knowledge on the Australian Guide to 

Healthy Eating, what nutrients are important 

and what they do in our bodies to promote health. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 8 students tasting our kitchen herb garden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 7 Zucchini fritters 



YEAR 9 HISTORY CAMP 
 

The first week back at school is always hectic but we 
decided to go to Peterborough for a History Camp with 
the Year 9 students. The weather was looking dicey but 
we ploughed on anyway. 
 

We arrived in Peterborough 
and the first stop was recess 
and a look at the train in the 
main street. We then split up 
and one group went to the 
Motorbike Museum and the 
other group went to the 
Printing Press Museum and 
then we swapped over after 
lunch. There were a lot of 
interesting things in the Motorbike museum and 

students had no idea what they 
were. We looked at the 
changes in technology and how 
our washing machines today, 
do not look anything like they 
used to! All students thought 
they would rather today’s 
technology than pioneer 
technology. 

 

The Printing Press Museum 
tour guides were amazing 
and they let the students 
have a turn at printing on a 
page using the old 
machines. We thought our 
computers were a lot 
quicker and cleaner than 
what they used to have to 
use to get the news. 
 

We made our way to the Steamtown Museum where 
we had a tour guide who showed us through the old 
carriages and gave us explanations about how and why 
all of these trains were different. It was very 
informative and we were able to walk through old 
carriages and imagine being passengers and engine 
drivers back in the 1900s. We returned after dinner 
where we were entertained by the Light and Sound 
show about the train system in South Australia. 
 

Upon returning to the Caravan Park, we were told it 
would be too windy for a bonfire but the park 
caretakers said they would light a small fire (I would 
hate to see their big fire as it was not that small) so the 
students could toast marshmallows and natter over the 
fire. The caretakers ended up staying with us by the fire 
and looked after it for us so that the students could 
have a good experience. 
  

The second day we had a few vehicle issues so we were 
late leaving and it was a bit damp, so morale was a little 
low with the staff. Luckily, Bridgestone mechanics had 
a fuse and didn’t even charge us for their services. Once 
on the road, we regrouped and with some dodgy 
singing from the students, we once again regained our 
mojo.  
 
We arrived at Burra to 
meet our tour guides, 
Hannah and Mr Ratcliffe, 
who took us on a tour of 
the museum where 
students were able to chat 
to the blacksmith while he 
made things out of metal. 
Amber was lucky enough 
to answer a question 
correctly and he gave her 
a beautiful rose made out 
of steel. We also toured a mine site and went 
underground in the brewery. No tastings though! 
 

We had lunch in a lovely park area and then made our 
way back to RDHS. It never ceases to amaze us just 
how fabulous our students can be. We were given great 
feedback from tourists (who were on tours with us), the 
caravan park management and tour guides about how 
respectful and patient our students were. This makes 
going on camps even more enjoyable. There was a lot 
of learning on this camp and now students have an 
assignment to complete about how the Industrial 
Revolution has changed our lives forever. 
 

Sue Packer, Matt Kinsman and Deanne Bowden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
This work was completed as part of our History Unit in 
Year 10 – Xander worked hard in the class and we 
discussed the topic of Rights and Responsibilities.  Ms 
Meek was the scribe and Xander discussed with her what 
he though was important.   Ms Meek is so proud of the 
efforts he made with this task that she has his permission 
to put it into the newsletter. 
 
Listening is important so that you understand how the other 
person feels.  To listen to someone you need to focus and pay 
attention to what they are saying. 
 
Body language is also important  so they understand you show 
the other person that you are paying attention and listening to 
what they are saying. 
 
When I’m in class and listening to the teacher instructions this 
is what you will see. 

 Facing the teacher or the person who is talking 
 I will be focusing my attention on them. 
 I will ask questions if I need help 

or the instructions to be repeated 
 Eye contact and positive body 

language (nodding, smiling etc) 
will be shown. 

 
Shelter – knowing you have somewhere to go to that is safe, 
warm and a good environment. 
 
I believe this is having food on the table and clean water, a 
clean house and people there being nice to you. 
 
The house needs to be lockable and have enough beds for rest 
and sleeping. 
 
Shelter may look different to different people – for some 
people who may experience abuse in their home – it may be a 
place of bad memories.  Everyone should have the RIGHT to 
be safe in their home/ shelter. 
 
I believe a shelter should have  

 Family  
 Friends 
 Bedding 
 Cooking and washing 

facilities 
 Electricity 

Advice – family, friends, teachers, classmates can all be 
people that can give you advice when you need it.  Listen to it 
but make your own decisions of what you want to do – but 
don’t be stupid. 
 
People who love and care about you will give you good 
advice.  Others who don’t care may give bad advice that will 
get you into trouble. 
 
When I listen to advice I 

 Make my own decision - - think about consequences 
(I’m working on this) 

 Weigh up the Pro’s and Con’s 
 I may check my thinking with someone 

 I am more likely to listen to 
advice from trusted people 
like – parents, teachers 

Love is important so that you know 
that you have someone that is there for you. 
 
There are different types of love – There is family love, 
relationships love, friends love and even love for things like 
pets, teams, places and activities (eg sports) 
 
If you grow up without love you will hate everything and be a 
cruel person because you don’t what love is and you don’t 
know how to show it. 
 
Everyone has the right to feel loved by at least one person.  
Love can be shown in different ways – anger, disappointment, 
fear, wanting the best for you. 
 
I show love by 

 Listening 
 Supporting 
 Checking in with people 
 Physically – hug, kiss, be 

close 
 Getting upset or cross 

Why is it important to have responsibilities as you get 
older? 

 So you know what is and what is wrong. 
 You know can learn from your mistakes 
 As an adult you should know the difference 

between right and wrong. 

What should happen if you are not being a responsible 
person? 

 Get In trouble form Police, parents, carers, people 
you live with, teachers. 

 You may get suspended, charges, fines or locked 
up. 

 People could be after you. 
 

RESPONSIBLE PERSON 
 Happy 
 In control 
 Pleasure to be around 
 Make others happy – eg Ms Meek in History 
 Good team member 
 People want to be around you 
 You are trustworthy 

 
IRRESPONSIBLE PERSON 

 People don’t trust you 
 Some people want to hang out with you – unless 

bad people, try hards 
 Unhappy 
 Feel out of control – hard to stop that feeling 
 People will want to work with others – not you 
 Be in trouble 
 It ruins your reputation 

 
By Xander Yr 10 
 
 
 



LIBRARY NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOLF GRANT 
 

We have successfully 

obtained a grant from 

Sporting Schools 

Australia to support a Year 7 & 8 Golf Program 

delivered by Matt Kinsman and myself. $2,500.00 

has been spent purchasing class sets of brand-new 

clubs so that students can undertake the program 

– super exciting!  Students are progressing well 

with their skill development and game awareness, 

so much so that this week we ventured onto the 

Riverton Golf Course.  

 

RDHS students are extremely lucky to have access 

to our local golf course and we appreciate the 

ongoing support of the Riverton Golf Club. 

Applying skills in an authentic situation suddenly 

gives reason to master the skill of hitting straight 

and with control. The long grass might currently 

hide a few balls for our locals to gather! 
 

Diane Allen 

 

DO YOU HAVE AN UNUSED & UNLOVED GOLF 

BAG?  

If you have, please consider 

donating it to RDHS HPE. We 

have realised we need to come 

up with a good storage solution 

for our new clubs and would 

appreciate your support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2023 MATERIALS AND SERVICES CHARGES 
 
The proposed Materials and Services Charges for 2023 has 
been determined and will now be tabled for discussion at 
the next Governing Council meeting, (a copy is included in 
this Newsletter).This will be held on Wednesday 30th 
November at 7:00pm in the Drama Room at Riverton & 
District High School, where approval will be sought for the 
said charges. 
 

All parents/caregivers are invited to attend this meeting 
to offer their response or views on the new charges. 
 

In lieu of attending this meeting, 
parents/caregivers/independent students can express 
their views in writing to Michelle Heathfield Chairperson 
of the Governing Council, prior to the meeting. 
 

If you have a query of a general nature, and cannot attend 
the Governing Council meeting, please contact either 
myself or Kathy Champion, Principal during office hours 
Mon– Fri 8:30am – 4:00pm via email 
dl.0795.finance@schools.sa.edu.au or phone 88472202. 
 

Julie Johnson 
Business Manager 
  

 

mailto:dl.0795.finance@schools.sa.edu.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.  

  



 


