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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
26 September 2022
28 & 29 September 2022
29 September 2022
29 September 2022
30 September 2022

Year 9/10 Basketball
Year 5 & 6 Transition visits
“I Wish I Was” casual day
Year 12 Parent Dinner
LAST DAY OF TERM 3

17 October 2022
18 & 19 October 2022
15-17 November 2022
15-18 December 2022

Day 1 of Term 4
Year 9 History Camp
Year 7 Aquatics Camp
Year 8 Adventure Camp

cycle. When we think of learning to drive, noone expects perfection first, second or even
third time! It takes practice, it takes patience
and perseverance.
We would also encourage parents / caregivers
to be involved in this; what is it your child is
learning, how are they progressing and where
do they go to next? What is it you would like
to see happen, or what does your child need
to assist them with their learning? Engage in
a conversation with your child about their
learning achievements and what will help
them improve in Term 4.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Participation in the ‘Royal Adelaide Show’

The last week of school is here and then the
holidays! Time has gone so quickly and the
Year 12’s are looking at only a few more weeks
of study before exams, final assessment
processes and then on to whatever they have
chosen as a pathway after school. I wish them
every success as they gear up to the last part
of their life in a secondary school. Work hard
and stay focussed – you will get there!

It was excellent to see the commitment of the
groups of students participating in the
competition at the Royal Adelaide Show with
our steers and wethers. The Show Team
students who worked with the animals, under
the supervision of Mr Aaron Fechner with
support from Mr Neville Hier did us proud.
Their commitment and engagement in all
aspects of the program shows what RDHS
students can do – well done and deserving of
their success!

We have passed the half way mark now with
all year long and semester subjects and
students have been given some feedback
about their achievement so far. This has been
via regular teacher feedback in class and with
the extended written report sent home at the
end of the term. Next term all parents /
caregivers have the opportunity to make an
appointment and come in for an interview with
subject teachers to discuss their child’s
progress. From the comments in the report
and discussions at interviews, it will be
important for all students to implement the
suggested strategies for improvement and
‘step it up’.
Ask for help when it’s needed and do your best
is the message we want all students to take
on. The ‘growth mindset’ philosophy is that
anyone can do it – you can learn, it’s just hard
work. It’s also important not to give up but to
keep at it and develop strategies for solving
problems. Failure can be an opportunity to
learn and is a natural part of the learning

NAPLAN results
All year 7 and 9 students will receive their
final NAPLAN results with school reports on
the last day of the term. There was a great
participation rate for all aspects of the tests
and students did their best to show the
reading, numeracy, writing and aspects of
writing skills they had. Due to the fact that
NAPLAN in 2020 was cancelled due to COVID19, there is no data on the level of individual
improvement since the previous test.
Some aggregate results show:
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(The Standard of Educational Achievement – SEA – for
Year 7 is Band 6 and for Year 9 students, Band 7)

There has been an improvement in the
percentage of Year 9 students who have
achieved the SEA (Band 7) in Reading with an
increase in the mean score from Band 6 in
2021 to Band 7 in 2022. There has also been
a slight increase in the mean score from the
2021 results: 529 to 547.
Year 7 students results for reading showed
that 62% met the standard expected for their
year level (Band 6) and a number of
individuals achieved in the higher bands.
Writing is still a challenge for a number of
students with the largest group not meeting
the minimum standard. We will need to
continue to work on improving this and plan
to use the Brightpath program to support us
in this endeavour.
Numeracy results in Year 9 has also increased
from 88% achieving NMS or above in 2021, to
93% in 2022.
Analysis of the individual results and the
cohort will be undertaken by the Year Level
teams over coming weeks. We will be
comparing this data with the results from the
PAT-R (reading) and PAT-M (maths) tests
recently completed by all students in years 710. This information will help us direct
interventions and ‘stretch’ to the students
who need it within classes.
Staffing News
There will be a few changes happening next
term:
 Mr Jacob Murray will be joining us as
a replacement for Ms Lexi Champion
while she is on maternity leave.
 I am taking some short-term leave in
Term 4; during my absence Mrs Vicky
Mudge will be acting as Principal and
Mr Matt Norman will step into the role
of Deputy Principal.
We have completed some initial planning for
classes in 2023 and as a consequence, have
advertised and are in the process of filling
some leadership and teaching vacancies. So
far:
 Ms Dani Burbrook has been appointed
to the school in a leadership capacity to
support school improvement in 2023.
She comes to us from the Open Access
College most recently and the Northern
Adelaide Senior College prior to that.
 Mrs Diane Allen has been successful in
winning the Coordinator: Intervention
and Learning Support for the next 5
years.




Ms Kim Scott will not be returning in
2023 and we are in the process of
appointing a Deputy Principal.
There will be a Maths/Science teacher,
an Agriculture/Science teacher and a
Teacher-Librarian appointed to RDHS
in the coming weeks, through the ongoing selection process.

Course Counselling
The process of planning for next year is well
underway, with the course counselling for all
2023 senior students completed. It was great
to see the parents / caregivers who came in to
meet with the Year 10 and 11 Counselling
Teams, discussing career pathways and what
subjects would best support successful
learning outcomes for their child. The next
step in this process has begun with the junior
school classes –they have had the opportunity
to select some ‘choice’ subjects they would like
to participate in. On the basis of these choices
we construct classes and the whole school
timetable can be designed, one that best
meets the learning needs of our current
student cohort.
Parent Opinion Survey
We asked for feedback from all parents about
how they see the school is performing, via an
on-line survey form emailed out to all parents.
44 parents have taken this opportunity to
have their say – thank you for your input. In
gathering this data on how you feel about our
performance, we are able to identify relevant
areas to focus on for improvement. Results
have now become available to the school and
are able to see some areas where we have
improved since 2020 and some we need to
address further. The majority of responding
parents were very supportive – agreed or
strongly agreed – with what the school is
doing.
Positive responses are similar to last year and
included:
 Teachers and students are respectful,
along with other people.
 The student is seen to be important.
 Students knowing the standard of work
expected and being given useful
feedback.
 Students are equipped to plan
pathways.
 Receives enough communication.
The importance of education remains a high
priority for 97% of the families responding and
comment was made about how teachers can
be seen as ‘lovely and have the kid’s best

interests at heart’. We do however need to
work on developing different modes of
communication so all parents feel included
and informed about what’s happening at
school. More assistance in helping students
learn, providing learning tips to parents,
homework, along with having useful
discussions about learning are identified as
areas for further development – something for
us to take on board.
Transition
In the last week of term we will see groups of
primary school students visiting our school –
nearly 80 year 5 and 6 students, from seven
different schools will come to RDHS. These
visits happen over two days, enabling
students to experience some different subjects
including Tech Studies, PE, English,
Geography and Art with activities in specialist
facilities. They will get to meet the staff at the
high school, have the opportunity to mingle
with students from other schools and the Year
6’s begin their formal transition to high
school. There are plenty of other opportunities
for students to visit next term – looking
forward to getting to know them better, ready
for 2023!
Uniforms
Our Governing Council has a clear
expectation of teachers to enforce the school’s
dress policy and all students are expected to
wear school uniform. Please use the holidays
to upgrade your child’s uniform if necessary.
It is also timely that students find their school
hats over the holidays as the expectation is
that they wear a hat next term whenever they
are outside. If your child does not have a hat,
you can obtain another via the Front Office at
school at a cost of $10 for a bucket hat and $5
for a school cap.

Have a great (and relaxing) holiday and I look
forward to welcoming everyone back,
refreshed from their break, ready to begin
their learning in Term 4.

Regards, Kathy Champion

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL
Only a few short weeks remaining for our year
12 students. Please note that these end of year
deadlines coming up are set by the SACE
Board so cannot be extended or changed. We
encourage year 12 students to make the most
of every opportunity to complete all
outstanding work to the best of their ability.
Our SACE teachers are offering holiday
sessions for catch up and study revision, so
we suggest that students make the most of the
holidays for one final push to complete all
their work.
After these final weeks of lessons and study
our year 12 students can then look forward to
the range of events to celebrate the end of their
schooling. We wish them well with this special
time in their schooling.
Thank you to the parents and caregivers who
came to the school for subject counselling and
supporting their student to make choices for
their learning program in 2023. It was a great
turn out and we appreciate the support
shown. The timetable will be prepared soon,
and timetables will be sent out to students.
We encourage our year 10 and 11 students to
continue thinking about their pathway
beyond school and to set goals to achieve
success.

2022 ADELAIDE SHOW RESULTS

as one of the top 18 handlers out of the 233 present on
the day.

The RDHS Show Team have just returned from a very
successful visit to the Royal Adelaide Show, where they
exhibited in the Schools Led Steer and Schools Merino
Wether competitions.
The Led Steer competition is held on the first weekend
of the show and involves the students preparing and
presenting the beef cattle that have been cared for at
school since April. During the parading of the cattle, the
handlers are judged on the way that they have
presented and handled the animal in the show ring. The
cattle are also judged on their ability to meet market
specifications.

Our cattle looked spectacular at the show this year and
the team of students did a wonderful job in presenting
the animals and representing RDHS. Our Murray Grey
steer was third in his class and the Red Poll was selected
to represent the breed in the TFI challenge. This was an
excellent result in a field of over 180 steers from schools
and breeders across the state.

On Wednesday, the students returned to the show to
compete in the Schools Merino Wether competition.
This competition starts in March and allows students to
feed and prepare the sheep in the six months leading
up to the show. The sheep are judged on their weight
gain, presentation, meat and wool value. This year,
RDHS had the fourth highest weight gain, second
highest meat value and second highest combined meat
and wool value. A magnificent result in a field of 77
teams and 233 sheep from across the state.
Congratulations also to Erin Pycroft for being selected

Congratulations must go to the show team who all
handled themselves and their animals professionally.
This year the show team was made up of:
Chloe Eckermann
Tegan Senar
Matilda Maclean
Emma Talbot
Erin Pycroft
Katie Brown
Chloe Goodsell
Billie Cowling
Emilia Thomas

YEAR 8 ENGLISH

LIBRARY NEWS

Ms Champion´s Year 8 English class have been
examining how symbolism is used in texts to give
their stories deeper messages. Students
examined the children’s picture book “The
Rabbits” by John Marsden and examined how
his use of colour, symbolism, and point of view
changes the way an audience reads a text. They
are now applying this knowledge to their own
writing, and have just completed an introduction
to their own short story. They will be producing
an 800 – 1,000 word short story, with an
accompanying author’s statement explaining the
authorial choices they made in their story and
the intended impacts on their audience.

NEW
BOOKS
Available
to borrow

We have focused on starting our stories with a
strong sense of description. Some starting
sentences are below:

The rain was crashing down on the roof, as the
moon gazed through the window. Night time is
the only time that I can get away from my little
brothers.
-

Rhett Thomson

The sky was blue with very few clouds in sight,
the breeze warm, yet strong, being up on the tall
stone mountains. The sound of everyone
chattering or bickering and birds singing songs
could be heard all around.
-

Nick Banks

The stars are exploding, the sun has died off.
Only 10 million people are left; 7.743 billon other
people died with the earth. The sudden beeping
of an alarm like a police siren makes my body
send signals through my nerves and makes me
feel sick. The window in my room has smashed
from the shockwave of the siren.
-

Services Available:











Kate Sice

Next to the fire, the heat was enough for you to
forget that you were sitting outside, next to the
sea water at the wonderful beach.
- Keegan Pascoe
We cannot wait to read their finished stories.

Books, magazines & DVDs for all ages
Local history & reference materials
Free public access to computers with
Microsoft Office, Internet, online databases
& learning tools
Wireless hot-spot
Community information
Home Library service
School holiday programs (ask staff for
details)
Author Talks and adult programs
Photocopying, printing, scanning
Library members have free access to:

Will Curnow

The cold dim weather was taking over the
surrounding golden shining castle floor,
however, it was not raining, it was merely just
damp, cold, and vaguely windy. A loud bang
sounded in the distance, and an ear-piercing
wind struck. It made most of the knights,
including me, jump.
-

Riverton School Community Library






over 4 million items from public libraries
throughout South Australia
hundreds of online magazines through the
PressReader app
thousands of eBooks and Audio Books
through the Libby app
hundreds of free training courses through
the online platform LindedIn Learning for
Library

Go to
www.libraries.sa.gov/claregilbert
to visit the online library catalogue & log in to reserve
or extend items from home.

YEAR 8 SPANISH
Year 8 Spanish students have been expanding
their ability to read longer texts in Spanish.
Students are now able to discuss people in their
lives, tell someone their name, age, personality,
appearance and their likes and dislikes.
Last week, students undertook their major task for
this unit, which is an extended reading exercise
where they read about Diego’s family, and answer
extended written questions in Spanish.
Students are now producing their own extended
response, talking about their own lives, interests
and the people who are important to them, using
appropriate Spanish with accurate spelling and
grammar. This will be an oral presentation
presented to the class and will conclude the
language element of the course, before
commencing their culture unit next term.

