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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Welcome back to the start of another term, to 
both students and staff. We had a delayed 
start with a Pupil Free Day on the first 
Monday; a great opportunity for teachers and 
School Services Officers to get together to do 
some professional learning.  
 
We are now completely back into ‘learning 
mode’, with everyone fully immersed in the 
teaching programs and learning activities. 
Sport, excursions and camps have already 
started and there is plenty to come 
throughout the term. 
  
Staffing news 
 
We would like to extend a 
warm welcome to Mr Matt 
Kinsman, our new HPE 
teacher, replacing Lisa 
Harrison’s teaching role. He 
comes to us from Alberta, 
Canada where he has taught 
for a number of years; he started last week 
and has proved to be a real asset to our HPE 
teaching team. 
 
We also need to report that Mrs Diane Allen 
has been successful in winning the position as 
Coordinator: Intervention and Learning 
Support at RDHS for the rest of this year. Ms 
Allen is a highly experienced staff member at 
RDHS and has ‘hit the ground running’ in her 
new role at the start of this term; we wish her 
all the best.  
 

 

Academic Achievement 
 
At the end of last term, parents received a 
report, giving feedback about the 
achievements of their son / daughter at the 
completion of the first semester. It reflected 
how students have progressed so far in each 
subject, in some cases as the final grade for 
that subject and in others, a cumulative grade 
so far within a year-long subject. This will give 
all parents and students the opportunity to 
think about what has been achieved and 
where each individual needs to go next. Very 
timely information, particularly for the Year 
12’s with only 9 weeks left of their scheduled 
lessons! They should certainly be paying close 
attention to feedback from their teachers to 
finish the year off the best way they can. 
 
Congratulations need to go to the students 
who did particularly well in their reports – 
excellent academic achievement with grades 
or in their attitude towards learning. These 
students can be justifiably proud of their work 
and the awards presented at the final 
assembly recognised this. 
 
Any parents / caregivers who would like to 
discuss their child’s progress with a subject 
teacher is very welcome to contact the school 
and speak to the teacher. We are keen to work 
with families to maximise every student’s 
opportunity to be successful and a key 
influence on this is communication between 
school and home. 
 
Pupil Free and School Closure Days 
 
This term we plan to have two days when the 
school is closed for students, either so staff 
can work together on curriculum matters or 
for attendance at the Royal Adelaide Show on 
the day of the sheep judging – Wednesday 7 
September.  
 
This will be followed by a Pupil Free Day on 
Thursday the 8th. It focusses on developing 
further the actions identified on our School 
Improvement Plan – reading. This involves 
analysing the relevant core texts we use 
across all subjects and how we can support 
meaningful access to these for all students 
and enable ‘stretch’ for a challenge to some.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
14-17 August 2022 Tourism Camp 
15-19 August 2022 Year 10 Work Experience 
18 August 2022  SATAC online info session 
19 August 2022  PARTY program 
25 August 2022  9-a-side Football Carnival 
30 August 2022  SACE info evening 
6 September  Governing Council 
7 September 2022 School Closure day 
8 September 2022 Pupil Free day 
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Other activities include intervention 
development, designing differentiation tasks 
and curriculum development. 
 
Attendance 
 
Term 3 has begun with COVID-19 still having 
some impact, albeit less than before. It was 
great to see so many students returning to 
school, ready to engage with learning but for 
some students, attending has not been a 
priority. A number are choosing not to 
participate in their learning program at school 
regularly and currently the attendance rate for 
RDHS students is sitting on 85% - well below 
where we would want to be.  
 
Every day matters in the school life of a young 
person. Not attending school regularly means 
missing out on planned learning experiences, 
sequences of instruction and class 
participation. It is also more difficult for 
students to build positive relationships with 
others and the impact of this loss is 
compounded with each absence. Each day of 
attendance has a positive effect on their 
development and future success. Regular 
attendance at school contributes to 
opportunities for success, including a 
population that is better educated and 
healthier, with improved job choices, financial 
independence and higher overall wellbeing. 
 
Please work with us to encourage your child to 
come to school every day! 
 
Planning for 2023 
 
Currently we are planning for 2023 – what 
subjects are we offering, implications for 
staffing the school and resourcing. 
 
Course Counselling for 2023 begins for 
students this term. It starts for students in 
Years 10 and 11 with Senior School 
information being shared first. This is followed 
by subject selection processes when students 
indicate their subject preferences in line with 
their current levels of success and 
consideration of preferred pathways. Parent 
involvement in this is important with students 
making decisions that impact on their future 
learning options. 
 
The transition program continues for primary 
students in week 10 with Year 5 and 6 
students having their first visit for scheduled 
lessons. 
 
This process will be on-going throughout the 
next two terms, setting up for a smooth start 

to a year that sees another group of Year 7 
students joining our school. 
 
 
 
 
Regards, Kathy Champion 
 
FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 
Term 3 is a time when our senior students will 
turn their attention to their plans for next 
year. Year 11 students will be asked to choose 
their subjects for year 12 in 2023 and decide 
if they want to follow a pathway to university 
study. To gain an ATAR for entrance to 
university, students need to complete 4 stage 
2 subjects. This could also include a 
Certificate 3. For students who want to 
complete their SACE and not achieve an ATAR 
they will need to complete 3 stage 2 subjects. 
 
For our current year 12 students this is the 
term when they will apply to SATAC for 
entrance to university or TAFE. SATAC will be 
presenting an online information session to all 
year 12 students on August 18th at 11.40 to 
support them with their applications.  
 
Current research suggests that our students 
are likely to change their careers more often 
than previous generations. With this in mind 
we encourage our students to think of their 
pathway beyond school as steppingstones 
rather than an overwhelming and significant 
decision that needs to be made which will be 
set for all time. We know that our students will 
be lifelong learners and that they will forge 
their own pathway into the future one step at 
a time.  
 
Exploring school break time activity 
choices and influencing factors in girls in 
their first-year secondary school” 
University Study 
 
We have been approached by a Flinders 
University Honours student who has asked if 
our year 7 and 8 girls could respond to a 
survey about their activity choices during 
recess and lunchtime, particularly since 
moving from primary to secondary school. 
 
Ms Ingrid Svilans has asked us to share her 
research flyer below in the newsletter. She 
asks that our year 7 and 8 girls get parent 
permission and then complete an online 
survey. To access the online survey (which 
includes the permission forms), scan the QR 
code on the flyer or click on the link. 
 



 
If you would like further information please 
speak to the front office.  
 
YEAR 12 
 
Term 3 started at a trot for our year 12 
students and the pace only increases from 
here as they approach the end of their 
secondary schooling in late November. In 
week one, Ms Mudge introduced the SATAC 
Guide, which provides information about 
applying for undergraduate and TAFE SA 
courses through SATAC (There are several 
‘hard copies’ for student use in the Year 12 
homeroom). On Friday we followed this up 
with a brief exploration of the SATAC website, 
www.satac.edu.au, a very important website 
for any student wishing to apply for tertiary 
courses through SATAC this year (for entry in 
2023). 
 
SATAC: The South Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Centre manages the application 
process for 10 institutions including TAFE SA. 
 
SATAC’s job is to process and assess 
applications for entry to tertiary courses in 
South Australia and the Northern Territory. 

They then provide participating institutions 
with a list of eligible applicants. The 
institutions decide who will receive an offer 
and then SATAC makes the offers on their 
behalf. They also: 
 

• process applications for selected equity 
scholarships at University of South 
Australia 

• calculate the university aggregate and 
ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission 
Rank) for SACE and NTCET students. 

 
It is imperative that students who are 
considering applying for tertiary entrance next 
year, do their homework. The SATAC website 
is extensive, containing information and links 
about the application process, courses, 
publications, scholarships, institutions, and 
key dates. Students are encouraged to visit 
the SATAC website to familiarise themselves 
with the application process by visiting the 
following link: How to apply - SATAC 

SATAC applications for University Entrance in 
2023 opened on Monday, 1 August and for 
most courses, the closing date is September 
30 (to avoid a substantial late fee). Please 
visit: Fees - SATAC (Undergraduate fees) for 
more information. 
 
During our pastoral care lesson on Friday, 
week one, we also discussed SACE 
Completion Checks, students were given 
instruction on how to check their progress in 
first term. If they have any concerns, they 
should talk to one of their homegroup 
teachers and Ms Mudge. 
 
uniTEST - Flinders University 
 
Students who are intending to apply for 
Flinders University and wish to sit the 
uniTest, or would like more information, need 
to see Ms Mudge. The uniTest has been 
developed to assess generic reasoning and 
thinking skills that are needed for students to 
be successful in higher education studies. 
Students can use a combination of their ATAR 
and uniTEST score to gain entry into their 
preferred course at Flinders University in 
2023. A student’s highest entrance score is 
considered when offering them a place. If a 
student’s ATAR is higher than their combined 
uniTEST/ATAR score, this will be considered 
in the first instance. A person cannot be 
disadvantaged by participating in the 
uniTEST.  The uniTEST is administered 
online, under examination conditions, at 
schools between July and November each 
year. The test itself takes 2.5 hours.  

Volunteers needed for an online survey (and 
an optional online focus group) to explore 
the recess and lunchtime activity choices of 
girls in their first year of secondary school. To 
participate in this study, you will need to 
identify as a girl and be in your first year of 
secondary school in South Australia. This may 
mean that in 2022 you are in either year 7 or 
8 depending on what your last year of 
primary school was in 2021 (either year 6 or 
7). You will need your parent/guardian’s 
permission before participating. To access 
the online survey (which includes the 
permission forms), scan the QR code on the 
flyer or click on the following link:  
https://qualtrics.flinders.edu.au/jfe/form
/SV_2itXGG0rtohoCyO 
 

 

http://www.satac.edu.au/
https://www.satac.edu.au/how-to-apply
https://www.satac.edu.au/satac-fees
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/pathways/year-12-entry/unitest
https://qualtrics.flinders.edu.au/jfe/form/SV_2itXGG0rtohoCyO
https://qualtrics.flinders.edu.au/jfe/form/SV_2itXGG0rtohoCyO


The Year 12 group are being ‘looked after’ by 
four homegroup teachers this year (albeit 
some of us are more part-time than others 😊😊). 
Their calendar is full! In week two, students 
enrolled in Stage 2 Food, Fabric and Family 
have an excursion to the Barossa Valley, in 
week four, our Tourism students travel to 
Robe for a three-day camp. On Thursday 18 
August, a presentation by the SATAC team is 
scheduled, and on Friday 19 (week 4), all Year 
12 students have been invited to attend a 
Party Safe Program at Balaklava High School.  
 
As I said at the beginning, the pace, and for 
many students and their families, stress levels 
only increase from here as students finalise 
assessment tasks. Many subjects have 
External Assessments due before the end of 
this term with others culminating in 
examinations in November. External 
Assessments are worth 30% of the overall 
grade for all Stage 2 subjects. Students must 
be organised and plan their time well; this 
includes those preparing for examinations. 
 
I will be on leave for a short while this term, 
however, students (specifically those studying  
Stage 2 General Mathematics), have access to 
extensive resources and my support via 
Teams until I return in person. I am writing 
this article a week before publication, so no 
doubt more activities have already been added 
to/amended on the Year 12 Calendar.  
 
We urge the year 12 cohort to stay positive, be 
proactive in planning their future and time 
commitments, and seek support promptly 
when they need it. 
 
Useful websites/links: 

• www.sace.sa.edu.au 
• www.satac.edu.au 
• www.satac.edu.au/satac-publications, 
• Key dates - SATAC  (Open Days) 
• Institutions - SATAC  
• AIE | Award Winning Game and Film 

Courses (Academy of Interactive 
Entertainment – applications not 
processed by SATAC – Open Day, 
Sunday August 14, register to attend.) 

• virtual ADFA Open Day (The Australian 
Defence Force (ADFA) Open Day 
Saturday 20 August: For students who 
are looking at tertiary education 
options and may be interested in 
joining the Navy, Army or Air Force) 

Open Day 2022 | UNSW Canberra 
(adfa.edu.au) (Open Day guide). 
 

Kim Scott (Year 12 team – part-time member 
😊😊) 
 
YEAR 12 PRESENTATION BALL 
 

More details 
will be 
announced 
closer to 
the date.  
This will 
include the 
ticket price 
and the 
allocated 
times for 
family 
photos. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SENIOR SCIENCE 
 
Stage 1 
Psychology 
students 
made ‘brain 
hats’ as part 
of our 
‘Introduction 
to 
Psychology’ 
activities: 
 
Last term, Stage 1 Biology students 
investigated the antibacterial properties of 
some common household substances. 

The clear rings 
around the discs 
show that the 
bacterial growth has 
been inhibited. 
Notice that Ms 
Greatbanks’ garlic 
worked very well, Mr 
Butler’s honey not so 
well!! Lemon juice 
had some effect, and 
maybe we shouldn’t 
mention the hand 
sanitiser!!!! 
 

 

http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/
http://www.satac.edu.au/
http://www.satac.edu.au/satac-publications
https://www.satac.edu.au/satac-key-dates
https://www.satac.edu.au/institutions
https://aie.edu.au/
https://aie.edu.au/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.defencejobs.gov.au%2Fsitecore%2520modules%2FWeb%2FEXM%2FRedirectUrlPage.aspx%3Fec_eq%3Dtr699nEAEdYltuY21vNeduSIrHuMFsI2k3jVEKTI8AXrLbA4xZeI9MGiJvdB4jS0KtgH0NPaHmg7F5WCEkmge2x1Bht4jxRTQ3befXNVebfIKKg6BXsBPcqsolk4LREAcSEOaVeZ9RYLMU6fFgpeJm7QmwATfvhpwSMkBhZYtoI5TSt38HV2pkaC8VWSclxDDGQvnTlvqJ7zf0dy0MzZhGzyf6h12BDxXUn89s3%252fhCV9S0NVZPZ9W6ckVBBFm7LmHgHEw2V12ilf1DMPqZnAqO9%252bqTY704roMHb%252bNHzXzGXBQOXU7y7v8BHWAIOFCAxJflUIi7faMdwaN4OvLx2pKcu7uCbDtcLwPNRbGW5p7awtz%252ba9uHywIILXZ147CmdqktTYNWMedT7hvHRFKCFv37VfUk8gn%252fEwt%252fRSl3mLDpHaN6hCYCIEMbPDDQvTHSKzQbr%252bxfwdLrFanpY6ohugQNH4rOcMP%252fdnW73jnol6FDEAqCEELVv6e4HabLatDbNQNHeFPi3FSSGmiVpIeBMUYrtjy9uf8nj9HC7aQBCO%252faGSw71mlw2G9wCbNRZI0W%252b4&data=05%7C01%7Ckim.scott407%40schools.sa.edu.au%7Ccfe517abaa364280270708da78d18689%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C637955138594374271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UcWM%2FF5WK6NwopLBRSKTFw38bu7aXkBD5COOOeBuE1Y%3D&reserved=0
https://www.adfa.edu.au/openday?utm_source&utm_medium&utm_term&utm_content=Announcement-WhatsHappening&utm_campaign=ADFAOpenDay-InfluencerDMs
https://www.adfa.edu.au/openday?utm_source&utm_medium&utm_term&utm_content=Announcement-WhatsHappening&utm_campaign=ADFAOpenDay-InfluencerDMs


SUCCESS ASSEMBLY – Friday July 8 
 
We LOVE celebrating student success here at RDHS and 
on the last Friday of last term, we did just that.  Two of 
our very capable student leaders: Olivia Aston (Student 
Leader) and Erica Parker (Year 9 SRC Representative) 
led the school in our Success Assembly.  Here are our 
student leaders for 2022.  We wish them well for the 
remainder of the year. 
 
Sue Packer & Temika Hier 
SRC Mentors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Leaders:
Kelsey Noll, Imogen Mc Call, 

Olivia Aston

Year 12 SRC: 

Emma Harris Pirch 
(Absent: Savannah 

Kernich) 
 

Year 11 SRC: Chloe 
Eckermann, Tegan 

Senar

Year 10 SRC: 
Chloe Talbot, Erin 

Pycroft

Year 9 SRC: 
Erica Parker, Katie 

Brown

Year 8 SRC: 
Kaitlyn Sice, Cooper 

Fry

Year 7 SRC: 
 

Zac Hadley 
(Absent: 

Angus Nosatti) 

Year 11 Peer Support Leaders: 
 

Tegan Senar, Unika Coombe, Chloe 
Eckermann, Destiny Fleming, Matilda 

Mclean, Isla Parker. 
Not in photo: Braydon Sims (apologies!) 

Absent: Sharna Pirch, Wyatt French. 

Castine House Captains:
Sophia Look, Mitchell Noll, 
Emma Harris Pirch, Lucy 

Smith

Jeffrey House captains:   

Henry Elson, Elahra Magro, 
Vanessa Fisher, Kaylee Noble 

Glynn Webb House Captains:  
 

Connor Branson, Jordan Kimlin, 
Mackenzie Loffler, Jordan Flentjar -

Robinson. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
YEAR 7 MEDIA ARTS 
 
The students are currently familiarising themselves 
with the Sculptris 3D modelling program We have 
worked through some basic tools and are now 
using it to design characters from stories. As always, 
the students are discovering tools and techniques 
new to me and creating some great work!  
 

 Sam Harvey Jemma Miller Grace Green 
 

Later, we will be creating some stop-motion 
animations using a program called Monkey Jam, 
then learning how to use Photoshop to alter images 
and create new designs. It should be good fun! 
 
James Butler 
Art and Design Teacher 
 
MATHS TUTORING OPPORTUNITY  
FOR YEAR 7 & 8 STUDENTS  

 



YEAR 9/10 NETBALL 
 
On Thursday 28th July, 10 of our Year 9 and 10 
female students attended a knockout Netball 
competition at Kapunda.  
 
The girls played against five high schools from the 
local district. Although the girls were unsuccessful 
on the scoreboard, they approached the day with 
zest and demonstrated their resilience and 
determination. A great day was had by all 
involved, soaking up the sunshine and atmosphere.  
 
A big thank you to the family members who 
supported us on the day. A bigger thank you to 
Olivia Watts, on loan from Matrix Netball Club 
for the day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OPEN BOYS BASKETBALL 

Basketball was the winner on the day as the boys 
travelled to Balaklava to compete in the Open Boys 
Basketball competition. The boys faced four teams 
including Horizon, Clare, Kapunda and a strong 
Balaklava outsit.  

In blustery conditions the boys put up a gallant 
effort, however unfortunately we were unable to 

secure a victory. We competed well and played 
much better as the day went on which included 
some nice plays from Jordan Flentjar-Robinson, 
strong rebounding from Jayden Mullan and a 
couple of lovely 3-pointers from Matt Couley.  

The boys will be better for the experience and will 
look to make an improvement on their performance 
for next year. Thank you to Richard Gregory who 
umpired for us on the day, it was very much 
appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

ART CLASS Tuesdays 
 

6 – 27 September 
Introduction to Watercolours 

4 week block @ $10 per session 
 

Teaching again will be 
artist, Kath Hicky. 
 
 
Please phone Elaine @  
the library on 8847 2414 as 
places are limited. For anyone that has attended 
before, you are more than welcome to join us 
again. 



AGRICULTURE 

At RDHS Agriculture students have the opportunity 
to work with a wide range of animals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENERGY DRINKS 

Since November 2019, energy drinks have been 
banned at Riverton and District High School. This 
was agreed to by the SRC, representing the 
student body, teaching staff and was ratified by 
RDHS Governing Council. 
 
This means that students are not permitted to 
bring or consume energy drinks on school 
grounds, while on excursions or on the bus to 
and from school. 
If a student has energy drinks at school they 
will be: 

• Confiscated and can be collected at the 
end of the day if the container is 
unopened. 

• Disposed of if the container is open. 

This decision has been made in line with the 
‘Healthy Eating Guidelines’ and the Department for 
Education’s Drugs in Schools Policy.  
 
The reasons for concern about student 
consumption of these drinks is due to the caffeine 
content, along with other chemicals which may 
enhance the effect of caffeine on the adolescent 
body. They also contain a very high concentration 
of sugar that can have a detrimental effect on the 
health and wellbeing of an individual. 
 
While at school the use of these energy drinks can 
impact on the student’s ability to concentrate and 
appropriately engage with the learning 
environment. 

 
 

 

Advance Notice: 
 

COURSE COUNSELLING for 2023 subjects 
with current YEARS 10 & 11 students 

 

DATE:  Tuesday 13 September, 2022 

• TIME:  1:00pm – 6:00pm 

• LENGTH: 20 minutes 

• VENUE:  RDHS Meeting Room 

• BOOKINGS: Via online booking – more details to 
follow closer to the time.  
 

 
Dental Visit for Your Lovely Children 

 
Dental services will be performed at no out-of-

pocket expenses 
 

To contact us: 
Telephone – (08) 7080 4807 

Email – 
mobiledentalservicesaustralia@gmail.com 

Website – www.mobiledentalservice.com.au 
 

Consent forms were sent home with all 
students on Wednesday, 2 August and must 

be returned to the school by Friday, 2 
September. 

 

mailto:mobiledentalservicesaustralia@gmail.com
http://www.mobiledentalservice.com.au/

