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education. We wish her all the best for this new
venture.

Leadership Induction & Success
Assembly
Last day of Term 2
Student Free day
First day of Term 3

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Semester 1 has come to an end…
Semester 2 subjects began this week and many
students started with a new timetable, involving a
change of subjects and teachers. Teachers are also
in the process of writing the ‘end of semester’
student reports, to be sent home on Friday, 8 July.
There will be some useful feedback in those reports
for students to think about – in considering the
year level achievement standard for that subject,
what learning have they been able to show? Some
subjects such as History, Home Economics and
Drama, there is no further opportunity to improve
on the result as it’s only a single semester subject
and the grade is final. For full year subjects, such
as Maths, English, HPE and Science, the grade is
interim and there is still time to make a difference.
There shouldn’t be any surprises in those reports;
throughout the semester students should be
talking to their teachers and working to improve
their knowledge and understanding of the subject
content and concepts. The report summarizes
what they already know about their achievement
in their subjects. Students and parents /
caregivers are encouraged to make time to talk to
individual teachers to get more information about
their student’s performance in specific subjects.
Staffing news
We regretfully farewell Mrs Lisa Harrison from her
roles as Coordinator: Intervention and Learning
Support, Year 7/8 leader, manager of HPE in the
school and PE/Health/Science teacher from the
beginning of next term. She has been successful in
winning a leadership position at Faith Lutheran
College in Tanunda and unfortunately will be
leaving us to take up this new opportunity. We
understand this is an exciting new career
development for Lisa but we will definitely miss her
cheerful, can-do attitude, her expertise in leading
student support initiatives and high quality
teaching – a real loss to the school and public

We are also saying goodbye to Ms Boadicea PoczKitchen from her teaching role in Art – she has
been very successfully filling in for Mr James
Butler who has been on extended leave so far this
year. A huge thank you for all of her hard work
throughout the semester and we are very sorry to
see her go…although she may be back in another
capacity later in the year. Also, welcome back to
James, refreshed and ready to get back into
teaching!
There has also been changes of teacher for some
classes to cater for the expected return of Mr
Richard Bastian from Hamley Bridge Primary
School and Ms Diane Allen from extended leave at
the beginning of next term. As there is a two week
gap between the start of the semester and the
beginning of Term 3, some flexibility in who is
teaching which class has been required. Other
teachers have also reduced their fraction of time at
the school and this has enabled us to keep Mrs
Seema Rani with us until the end of the year.
Mobile Phone Policy
Our Mobile Phone policy recognises that students
may have legitimate reasons to have this
technology at school and as a school, we are
aiming to promote safe, respectful and responsible
use.
 Students are not permitted to access their
mobiles or personal devices during the
learning time (8:45 – 3:05), including when
walking to classes and if they need to leave
the classroom for any reason. They are only
to be used during recess or lunch, before or
after school.
 The device should be turned off or on silent,
in the school bag, a locker or in the mobile
phone pockets available in every classroom
for each lesson.
 If a student does not comply:
o
Their device is confiscated for the day –
turned off, placed into an envelope with
their name on it and lodged at the front
office. The
student may collect it at
the end of the school day.

o

o

o

On a second offence, the device is
confiscated but needs to be collected
by a parent.
Any subsequent offences may result in
a ban on the device being at school for
a designated period of time.
If a student refuses to hand over their
device when asked for by the teacher
normal student behaviour processes
apply – as for refusal to follow any
instruction given. This may result in a
suspension.

The policy has been in place for a year now and the
majority of students have been able to use their
devices responsibly. We would ask for support
from families when problems arise with
inappropriate use.
Pupil Free Day
A reminder to all families that we have our next
Pupil Free Day scheduled for July 25, the first
Monday of next term. It should be a day to engage
in some really in-depth discussions about what we
do, how we go about it and what outcomes we are
striving towards.
Buses
Most students who use our buses are paying close
attention to the expectations set down by the
agreement signed at the beginning of the year.
They are respectful towards others and the bus,
remain in their assigned seat and use the seatbelts
provided. Some however are making poor choices,
are distracting to the driver by behaving in an
unsafe manner and having an unpleasant impact
on other passengers on the bus. Recently we have
also had some instances of deliberate damage to
two of the buses. This is not acceptable and needs
to stop.
We ask that all families support us in ensuring
that the trip to and from school on the bus is
conducted in a manner that is safe and
appropriate for the situation. We have younger
students as well as those from the high school
travelling together and it is important that
everyone feels safe and comfortable while on the
bus. It is great to hear about the positive
behaviours from the majority – let’s now address
the few who are making it difficult for everyone
else. Any further incidents will have consequences,
including being excluded from bus travel for a
period of time.
The last days of the term…
This term is almost over, classes are ‘done’ with the
requirements of the Semester 1 subjects but there
is still plenty happening. This week has started off
with a ‘pyjama day’ where we saw a range of
different forms of night wear from students…and
staff! This was coupled with pancakes at recess, a
definite treat. Tuesday we had a performance for
the whole school during extra lesson – a magician,

Wednesday a staff vs student netball match, with
more activities planned as the week progresses. A
great start to the new semester!
Have a relaxing and safe holiday and I look forward
to welcoming everyone back for the start of Term 3
on Tuesday 26 July.

Regards
Kathy Champion

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL
Congratulations to all our senior students who
have successfully completed their semester 1
subjects. For all our students their results will
reflect the effort they have made so far this year.
Year 11 students will receive their results in the
end of term school reports. They will also be able
to check their SACE credits on the SACE Board
website. We encourage both year 11 and 12
students to check their SACE credits by clicking
on this link:
www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/your-sace/whatis-students-online
Students will be directed to use their school email
address as their username and to create their
password. Year 12 students will be able to log on
to this platform at the end of the year to access
their results and ATAR. Their results will also come
to them in the mail.
If your student has any issues logging on or
creating a password they should speak to their
Home Group teacher.
Semester 1 results will be available for students on
Tuesday 26 July 2022 from 8.30am. On results
release day, the homepage of the SACE website will
direct students to check their results in the
Students Online system.
Semester 2 subjects have now begun, and this is
an opportunity for all our senior students to reflect
on their progress and consider any changes they
need to make to their study routine to maximise
success. As always we encourage parents to
contact subject and home group teachers if they
would like to discuss their student’s progress.
Regards
Vicky Mudge

STAGE 1 & 2 PE CAMP
From Monday to Wednesday of week 6, 9
enthusiastic students and two decrepit teachers
(still believing they have what it takes to hike and
bike) ventured up to Mt Remarkable National Park.

new life learnings and also a lot about ourselves.
There were lots of comments from students about
how they want to go back with their families and
friends, so prepare yourself parents! A huge thank
you to Ms Hier for helping with the trip and driving
students up. It was certainly a camp to remember.

On day 1 the group
arrived at Mambray
Creek and set straight
off on the Hidden
Gorge Loop. This is a
beautiful hike which
begins heading up
along the Battery
Ridge overlooking Pt
Germein and then
heads down into
Hidden Gorge where
the fascinating rocky
terrain and high walls
of stone left students
speechless. The 22km loop was a great start to the
camp and students arrived back at the campsite
to set up tents and prepare meals.
On day 2 we set off early after a hearty breakfast
and walked the tough Alligator Gorge Trek.
Throughout this walk students were required to
support each other and ensure fluids and spirits
were high throughout the
day. We arrived back at
camp on dark after a
36km hike through tough
trails and even worse
weather conditions. When
we arrived back at camp
we spoke about what we
had learned throughout
the day and how support
is vital at different stages
to
overcome
mental
challenges.
On day 3 we were again up early and we set off for
Melrose to put our mountain biking skills into
practice. We were fortunate to have Over the
Edge Mountain Biking take us for a 3 hour session at
the new Willowie Mountain Bike Park. Throughout
the morning we learned
about positioning on the
bike, downhill skills and
technique
in
different
terrain. We then got to
enjoy the downhill trails
and the challenges it
presented. There were a
couple of big stacks during
the morning, however lots
of smiles and plenty of
adrenaline rushes.
We arrived back at school weary on Wednesday
afternoon, however we learned a lot of new skills,

YEAR 8 ENGLISH
Year 8 English students have been working on
poetry for the last few weeks, experimenting with
different forms. Students have been writing haiku,
acrostic poems, blackout poems, onomatopoeia
poems and diamante poems.
As a final task, students will be writing free verse
poems to demonstrate their understanding of
poetic techniques - we will share some of these
next term!
Lexi Champion

YEAR 8s IN ACTION

Enjoy our happy snaps and musings from students
below.
The exhibit I
enjoyed the
most was
the one
about Draco
(I mean all
of them).
Lily C

I liked the
Draco
exhibit
because
he was a
great
Greek
leader.
Seth S

I found it
interesting
that Draco’s
laws were
known for
their cruelty.
Matthew

The best exhibit was
Sam’s Draco
because it was very
colourful.
Matthew

THE TOTALLY AMAZING, VERY VERY REAL
YEAR 7 MUSEUM OF ANCIENT GREECE
To celebrate the end of their History course, Miss Hier’s
Year 7s were rewarded with an excursion to the world
famous, five-star Ancient Greece exhibition at the Year
7 Museum. Despite an issue with the bus (aka lack of
imagination), the Year 7s made the most of their day out,
learning about significant individuals from Ancient
Greece and their contributions to modern society.
After conducting thorough investigations of Ancient
Greece and virtual tours of the Smithsonian National
Museum of Natural History and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, the curators put on a stellar show.

I like the
Sophocles
exhibit
because it
had lots of
information.
Dior F

The most fascinating thing I learnt at the museum,
was that most of the women (from the Sparta vs.
Athens exhibit) chose to be Spartan rather than
Athenian, because I stand for women’s RIGHTS!
Grace G

Ghost
This term’s Little Stories, Big Ideas youth writing competition prompt was Ghost. Here are some of our
creative Year 7 student entries into the national writing competition (stories had to be fewer than
100 words). WARNING: Some stories may contain suspense, horror and spookiness, which may cause
hiding under your bed.

Writer 1: Tameka S

Writer 2: Grace G
Writer 4: Zac H

Writer 5: Jemma M

Writer 3: Lilly H

An idea, like a ghost, must be spoken to a little before it
will explain itself.
Charles Dickens

HOME ECONOMICS/FOOD & HOSPITALITY/
FOOD FABRIC & FAMILY
Semester 1 2022 has seen an exciting development
within the Home Economics area of the school. There
has been a great expansion in the textiles (Fabric)
opportunities offered here, coming with it a range of
opportunities to learn and develop skills in literacy,
numeracy and critical thinking. Students have
embraced and enjoyed the learning that has gone with
the various projects despite having to remind
themselves that we are having to use our brains and
think in a different way to what we might be used to so
it is ok for it to take time to 'click' and understand how
to interpret and carry out instructions.
In previous years, the textiles program has only been
able to include a one term 'taste' of fabric and sewing.
This year it is pleasing to see that we have been able to
offer sewing and fabrics for a term in year 7 and 8 in
addition to the year 10s and 12s being able to engage
with textiles through their subject choices in Food,
Fabric and Family. It is also exciting to see in the second
semester, Year 9 students have been able to choose
textiles as a whole semester subject. We look forward
to seeing what they will produce.
Projects this year have included:







a range of mini projects to understand fibres
and fabrics (pom poms, tomboys, macrame
feathers, bookwmarks).
Hot and Cold packs with fabric painting.
Boxer shorts.
Hoodies (jumpers).
GIft baskets to celebrate new born babies
(blankets, teethers, wash mits, bibs).

Congratulations to our year 7 and 8 Tomboy (French
knitting) challenge winners. Special mention to those
students who entered, you made it a good competition
and the year 7 competition was close.

YEAR 9/10 BOYS FOOTBALL
On Thursday the 2nd of June our Year 9/10 boys football
team had the opportunity to compete against St Marks
College and Balaklava High School. Fortunately the
carnival was being held at Riverton Town Oval, which
meant the boys could still attend lesson 1 and 6 back at
school which they were thrilled about.

The team came away with 2 wins: beating Horizon and
Eudunda. A big thank you to our 2 year 12 students,
Kelsey Noll and Lucy Smith, who coached the team, as
well as Simone Miller for umpiring for us all day. Thank
you also to all of the parents who assisted with transport
and scoring on the day - it's fantastic to have such a big
show of support for our students at these events.
Lisa Harrison

OPEN GIRLS NETBALL
On Thursday, 16 June our year 11 & 12 girls travelled to
Kapunda to participate in Open girl’s netball against
Burra, Clare, Balaklava and Kapunda.

Game 1 saw us come up against Balaklava, where they
got the jump on us early. We fought hard in the second
half with some excellent passages of play.
In game 2 we had to back up straight away from game
1, coming up against the fresh legs of St Marks. Once
again they got the jump on us, however our last half was
easily the best football we played for the day. It was a
pleasing performance against the team who ended up
winning the day and progressing to the next round.
A huge well done to the nine boys who represented
RDHS. They all represented the school with pride and
enjoyed having the support of their peers watching from
the sidelines during the day. We also had several
students injured and some others with illness which also
depleted our numbers. Thank you to Mitchell Noll and
Connor Michalak who were injured, however helped by
goal umpiring and time keeping on the day.

The girls started off with a positive mindset towards the
day. The competition was not only hard but fierce, the
girls were able to pull off a win against Burra while
working as a team to cooperate while having a few
laughs.
We finished off the long, hard and tiring day with the girls
looking forward to going to Lillmo’s bakery in Kapunda,
to refill their bodies.

Matt Norman

YEAR 7/8 NETBALL
On Wednesday, 22 June we took a team of 8 girls to
play in the Year 7/8 Lower North Zone netball carnival at
Kapunda. We were so proud of our girls who supported
each other positively and worked hard all day, despite
the rain rolling in halfway through the carnival.

A Big thank you to Casey O’Toole for being our coach,
and coming out to help us train at lunchtimes, the
amazing Simone Miller for umpiring all our games and
to Mrs Foulis for organizing the day and our uniforms.
Well done to all year 11, 12 girls who participated.
Elahra Magro

Nothing to do these
school holidays?
Well don’t miss our
fabulous
DINOSAUR
WORK SHOP
in the Library
on Friday, 22 July
at 11.00am
TO BOOK:
Call Elaine
on
88472414

LIBRARY

Come in and check out all the
great new items available to
borrow.

