
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
The term is now well underway with plenty 
happening at the school. 
 
Term 1 Reports and Interviews 
 
At the end of last term we reported to parents 
with an extensive written report being sent 
home via students. Parents / caregivers were 
also invited to attend (by phone or in person) 
a parent – teacher interview night last week, 
to gather further information about how their 
child is progressing with their learning. 
Some facts from the data collected on student 
achievement includes: 
 

 94% of all grades given to Year 7’s, 98% 
of grades for Year 8’s and 94% of grades 
for Year 9 students were at a ‘C’ grade 
level or better. The level of passing 
grades for year 10 students was at 91% 
- a result that is an improvement on  
previous years. 

 33% of all grades in the junior school 
were at an ‘A’ or ‘B’ level. This means 
that a third of all grades indicated that 
students were working above the 
standard expected of their year level. 

 In Year 11, 83% of all grades were at a 
‘C-‘ or better, at Year 12 it was 89%. 

 Almost half of all grades earned in the 
senior school were at an ‘A’ or ‘B’ 
standard. 
 

Teachers have provided detailed feedback to 
students about what standard of learning they 

have been able to demonstrate so far – now it 
is important for students to take this on 
board. Pay close attention to instruction, ask 
for extra assistance and explanation, stay 
focused to do your best and persevere, even 
when it gets hard. There is still opportunity to 
improve before the completion of the semester 
or the year and we want all students to be 
successful. 

 
NAPLAN 
 
Last week students in Years 7 and 9 took part 
in the National Assessment Program – Literacy 
and Numeracy, or NAPLAN, as it is commonly 
known. Once again this was completed on-line 
and students were able to engage in the test 
without any difficulties with sufficient internet 
access. Skills that were tested included: 
reading, writing, spelling, grammar and 
punctuation, and numeracy. NAPLAN is not a 
pass/fail test, it simply looks at what level 
students are achieving in literacy and 
numeracy against National Standards and in 
comparison with student peers throughout 
Australia. It can’t be studied for and students 
are not expected to do so. It is just a routine 
part of the school program, completed as part 
of the school routine and students were 
encouraged to do the best they could on the 
day.  
 
Later in the year we will send parents of each 
individual student a NAPLAN report to view 

and monitor how your child is progressing. 
More information is available on the NAPLAN 
website. If you have any concerns, please 
contact your child’s Home Group teacher or 
Ms Greatbanks, the NAPLAN facilitator. 
 
COVID update 
 
At the moment students are still required to 
wear masks at school while in classrooms / 
enclosed spaces and generally students are 
willing to comply … with some prompting from 
staff! This expectation may be lifted later this 
month and further information will be coming 
out to schools soon. Meanwhile there has been 
some relaxing of restrictions – our gym is open 
again for recess and lunchtime activities, 
indoor assemblies and face-to-face meetings, 
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camps and excursions with appropriate 
safeguards have resumed. Social distancing 
and sanitizing of hands is still encouraged at 
school and we continue to monitor case 
numbers in the school population. 
  
2022 Open Evening 
 
On Tuesday May 22nd, we will be holding an 
‘Open Evening’ – between 5pm and 7, two 
hours at the school, for all parents of 
prospective and existing students to come 
along and look at our programs and facilities. 
There will be guided tours around the school 
conducted each half hour, with curriculum 
based displays, student work available for 
viewing and the opportunity to talk to 
specialist teachers about their subjects. Mrs 
Lisa Harrison will share information with 
families about what Year 7 is all about, giving 
an opportunity to ask questions about what it 
is RDHS has to offer as a secondary school 
option.  
 
It will be a useful opportunity for families to 
have a look at what the school has to offer, 
give some context and depth to our 
curriculum and we all enjoy the opportunity 
to meet and talk to members of our school 
community – past, present and future 
families. Hope to see you there! 
 
Regards 
Kathy Champion 
 
 
FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 
With only 4 weeks left of semester 1, I would 

strongly encourage our year 11 students to 

make every effort to achieve their best in each 

of their subjects. In year 11, English, Maths and 

Research Project are compulsory subjects in 

which students must achieve a C- grade or 

better. Please encourage your student to ask 

their teacher whether they are on track to 

achieve success in each of their subjects. If 

they are not on track, they need to ask what 

they need to do to improve. 

 

In week 8 we will have exams or timed tasks for 

our year 10 and 11 students. This is an 

opportunity for students to learn how to 

perform well under pressure. This is a valuable 

skill that they will need in the future for tests 

such as the Learners Licence, TAFE entrance 

tests and University. We encourage students to 

spend time studying for these exams and 

timed tasks to give themselves the best 

chance of success.  

 

Our year 12 students are coming to the middle 

of their subjects and will have a good idea of 

how they are going. Year 12 is a stressful time 

so we urge parents to have a conversation 

with their student to offer support and 

encouragement. It is a balancing act to juggle 

year 12 for students and a balancing act for 

parents to both encourage success while not 

adding pressure to the detriment of their 

wellbeing.  

 

Lastly, I would like to thank all the students, 

staff, parents and community of Riverton and 

District High School for their understanding 

during these recent times when many staff 

have been absent due to illness. We know that 

this does have an impact and thank you all for 

your patience.  

 

Cheers  

Vicky Mudge 

 

BIKE SA BIKE MAINTENANCE COURSE 

Earlier this week our Year 11/12 students spent a 
day learning about bike maintenance and set up, 
with guidance from Chris from Bike SA.  

Students learned about changing tyres, adjusting 
gears, brake alteration, changing cables, 
shortening chains and many other bike 
maintenance skills. This is a part of their PE course 
for this semester and holds them in good stead for 
our upcoming camp in the Flinders Ranges. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
On behalf of the female students at Riverton & 
District High School, we would like to thank Mr. 
Mitchell for going out of his way and donating the 
sanitary dispensers to the girl’s toilet. 
 

 
 

 
AGRICULTURE SUMMARY TERM 1 2022 
 
The 2022 school year started with a real flurry of 
activity on the school farm. Students in year 9 
eagerly removed old vegetable plants and 
prepared their vegetable gardens for the new crops 
to come. Students were excited to also harvest 
watermelon, rock melon, corn, potatoes and 
strawberries from the garden plots. 
 
Once prepared, students planted a range of 
vegetables including lettuce, carrots, radish, 
broccoli, capsicum and snow peas. With a bit of 
care and attention, the gardens are flourishing 
once again. 
 
Year 10 students have been working with the 2022 
show wethers, graciously supplied by the ‘Przibilla’ 
and ‘Palmer’ families. They have been collecting 
and recording the weights of the sheep as well as 
handling the sheep to ensure that they are quiet 
and calm at the show. 
 
Year 10 and 11 students have also been busy with 
the 2022 grape harvest and winemaking. This year 
we have made all of the grapes into wine, at the 
school, with 2 barrels of Shiraz wine being 
produced along with Rose and fortified wines. 
 
With show steers, pigs and chickens due in over 
the next couple of weeks, it looks like staying 
wonderfully busy on the RDHS farm for a while to 
come! 
 
Aaron Fechner 

YEAR 7 & 8 HOME ECONOMICS – TEXTILE 
STUDIES 
 
As part of the Home Economics textiles studies for 
year 7 & 8s, we are learning more about fibre to 
fabrics. One way fibres become fabrics is by 
creating knits, which are essentially a series of 
interlocking loops. To better understand this, the 
students constructed their own tomboys to do some 
French knitting.  
 
The tomboy challenge has been extended to both 
classes with prizes being awarded to the longest 
rope in addition to the most creative project that is 
made with the length of rope. Students have 
approximately 5 weeks to continue working on their 
French knitting if they choose to submit an entry for 
the competition.  
 
French knitting has great benefits in developing 
fine motor skills, problem solving, comprehension, 
concentration skills as well as providing an 
opportunity to engage in mindfulness. 
 
We look forward to seeing what the students will 
produce at the end. 

                                  
 
 
MATERIALS AND SERVICES CHARGES FOR 
2022 
 
This is a friendly reminder that school fees are now 
overdue. Please contact the 
front office immediately to 
make a payment towards, or 
pay in full, the outstanding 
debt.  Thank you to 
everyone who has already 
paid, submitted their school 
card applications or contacted me to make payment 
arrangements.  
 
School Card applications can be submitted online 
or by application form available from the school 
finance office. 
 
If you require any assistance please don’t hesitate 
to contact me on 88472202 or via email 
dl.0795.finance@schools.sa.edu.au  
 
Julie Johnson 
Business Manager 

mailto:dl.0795.finance@schools.sa.edu.au


MATES ON A MISSION 
 
Last Friday, through the support of Ski for Life we 
were extremely fortunate to have Ben and Mike from 
Mates on a Mission visit to tell their stories. The focus 
of the presentation was to highlight life’s challenges 
and the importance of resilience, building your team 
and focussing on what you can do rather than what 
you cannot. 
 

About Mike: 
 

In September 2001, at the age of 18, Mike’s life 
changed forever. Whilst on a footy trip to Tasmania, 
he contracted one of the deadliest diseases on the 
planet, Meningococcal Septicemia. A lethal, fast 
acting and brutal infection left him with horrific 
internal and external injuries, including multiple 
amputations. Mike has faced an incredibly long 
journey back to health that was aided by a positive 
outlook, an adaptive mindset and a conscious 
decision to embrace uncertainty. 
 

Mike has a background in the health industry. He is a 
qualified Counsellor, a highly skilled communicator 
and a passionate supporter of amputee charity, 
Limbs 4 Life. He is an official ambassador of Interplast 
Australia and New Zealand and Ossur, and currently 
represents Australia in All Abilities Golf. 
 

About Ben: 
 

Losing 98% of your eyesight overnight is something 
that is simply unimaginable for most people, 
however this was the reality for Ben Pettingill at age 
16. Out of nowhere Ben found himself faced with 
extreme adversity thanks to a rare genetic syndrome 
that no one knew was coming. The sudden change 
was massive and the challenges came thick and fast 
in all different shapes and sizes. Building resilience, 
discovering a new perspective and learning the 
importance of a strong support network were all vital 
parts of Ben navigating from complete denial about 
what had happened, to embracing and taking 
ownership of his new situation. 
 

Ben has spent the last 7 years working with, and 
helping organisations around the country build 
resilience. He could also be described as an adrenalin 
junkie competing in water ski racing, obstacle course 
races and riding motorbikes and crossing the Kokoda 
track twice. 
 

All students and staff found the sessions incredibly 
inspiring, with lots of laughs, tears and smiles seen 
throughout. Ben and Mike kept students entertained 

with lots of jokes and activities intertwined 
throughout their powerful and inspiring stories. 
 

On behalf of RDHS I would like to thank Ski for Life 
who funded the whole day for our school. From a 
personal aspect and from the huge amounts of 
student feedback it was the most engaging and 
inspiring talk we have ever witnessed. Thank you 
again to Ben, Mike and everyone at Ski for Life for 
providing and facilitating this wonderful opportunity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PEER SUPPORT 2022 
 
During Terms 1 and 2, all Year 7 & 8 students have 
been involved in the Peer Support Program. Each 
week, groups of between 8 - 12 junior students have 
met with their group’s Year 11 Peer Support Leaders, 
working through a range of activities that focus on 
resilience. We’ve had to modify many of the activities 
to ensure that all are Covid safe, however, the students 
have had a lot of fun and many new friendships have 
been formed. The junior students have also made 
valuable connections with a number of the senior 
students, who can support them both in the yard and 
in the wider community. Meeting in small groups 
allows meaningful connections to form, assisting 
students with their transition to secondary school.   
 
Over the semester, students have acknowledged their 
strengths and achievements, identify people who can 
support them, and learned how to view challenges as 
opportunities for growth, using a range of strategies 
modelled by their leaders in each lesson.  
 
For additional reading and resources to support your 
child please visit the Parent tab on the Peer Support 
Australia website: www.peersupport.edu.au. 
 
Our leaders looking forward to completing their 
leadership course, but will miss the contact with their 
Year 7 & 8 groups once the semester finished in Week 
7. We are so lucky to have this opportunity offered at 
RDHS, as it is not offered at every school.  We hope 
that it has been a rewarding time for both our junior 
students and the seniors who have mentored them. 
 
Sue Packer 
Peer Support Teacher/Organiser 
 

http://www.peersupport.edu.au/


ROSTRUM VOICE OF THE YOUTH 
 

This past weekend, Student Leader Olivia 

Aston took to the stage at Immanuel College 

as part of the annual Rostrum Voice of Youth 

2022 competition. Rostrum Voice of Youth is a 

national speaking competition that provides 

an excellent opportunity for secondary school 

students to gain experience and confidence 

in expressing their views and communicating a 

message.  

 

Olivia competed in one of 

three senior student 

heats. Olivia's prepared 

speech, one of two she 

presented on the day, was 

about the notion of 

Imposter Syndrome and 

the feeling of unworthiness 

towards one's 

accomplishments.  

 

Extract from Olivia's prepared speech: 
 

Talent. 
 

Often defined as naturally being good at something, 

being naturally good at a skill or possessing the 

innate ability to do something. 
 

So, who possesses talent? Is it you? Me? The person 

sitting next to you? Or perhaps none of us at all? 

What if I told you there was no such thing as talent? 

Would you believe me? 
 

I mean, how do we even identify something so 

intangible and subjective as talent. We say people 

who are good, even excellent in their chosen area 

are talented but good is subjective. Are they good 

at standardised tests? Do they perform well at or in 

competitions? And who are we comparing them to? 

What if they only excel because of skill and 

dedication? What if there is no magical gene that 

makes you better than everyone else at something? 
 

Although she performed well in her prepared 

speech, it was her short notice speech where 

Olivia shone, discussing the 

disadvantages/advantages faced by rural 

students. Olivia enjoyed the experience, 

finding the day entertaining and even funny at 

times.  

 

Due to be announced later this week, the 

winners of the SA/NT heats will progress to the 

semi-finals scheduled in a fortnight. 

 
 

OPERATION FLINDERS FUNDRAISING 

Through his initial ideas, Jono Darwin has over the 
last few days been creating animations and sketches 
to sell to raise money for Operation Flinders.  

Jono was one of our Operation Flinders Participants 
from last year and he has recently combined his 

passion of drawing with his 
passion for Operation Flinders to 
fundraise. He has set up a stall 
during break times and has 
already raised over $50. Thank 
you Jono for your outstanding 
generosity and amazing art skills 
to raise money for this amazing 
organisation. 

 
YEAR 8 SCIENCE 
 
As part of our Energy unit, students have been 
exploring different types of Energy transfer and 
transformation during practical lessons in the 
laboratory.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



TERM 2 ART WITH MISS KITCHEN 
 

This term has given us a chance to see some amazing creations come to life. Although a very messy adventure using 
clay, the year 8s learnt some simple techniques which allowed them to create their own clay sculptures. Taking 
inspiration from ceramicist Lorien Stern who creates bright and colourful creatures, they used techniques such as 
pinching, shaping and joining to produce crazy critters. They used their newly found skills in colour theory to paint with 
contrast and vibrancy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The year 9s got creative with a character design assignment. They showed a large amount of persistence throughout 
this task as the making process was long and had numerous elements to it including sculpting with wire, layering tape 
and newspaper as filling, using paper mâché to smooth out the body and then painting/decorating. Each student came 
up with their own character and their imagination shone through their final designs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The year 11s and 12s finished their first folio tasks with some great artwork produced throughout. An excellent example 
includes a water colour collage painted by Destiny Fleming (11). Destiny used a contrast of colours including cool and 
warm tones and a combination of mixed mediums including water colour, pen and collage techniques. 
 

Another great example is a series of stencil and spray paint studies produced by Nicholas Incoll (12). These were heavily 
inspired by graffiti artist/social justice advocate Banksy. Nicholas used a variety of different layering techniques to 
produce his works and a combination of colours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Character creations by Mia Berry, Jackson Demczuk & Isabelle Noble (Year 9) 

Clay critters by Talishia Zanker and 
Harrison Ivens (Year 8) 

Portrait painting by Destiny Fleming (Year 11) & Spray paint Studies by Nicholas Incoll (Year 12) 



DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

There has been plenty happening in the Design 

and Technology workshop. We have been running 

woodwork this semester and with the addition 

of the year 7’s to the workshop, some fantastic 

projects have been completed. The year 7’s have 

been let loose in the workshops making a 

toothbrush holder as their first task. What we 

have really loved seeing from them is the 

confidence they are building when working with 

a range of hand and power tools.  

 

The year 9’s have completed working on their CO2 

dragsters which has been running as part of the year 9 

program for quite a while now but still has lots of 

enjoyment around the task. The students especially 

enjoy the racing aspect, providing them with an 

opportunity to be in competition against one another 

in a sudden death style of racing.  

 

The senior school are in to their projects for the semester working on cabinets and 

butchers blocks as their main tasks. In term 1 the Year 11 students were able to produce 

a cheeseboard with a laser cut image into the face of their product. This task proved 

challenging as well as rewarding. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are creeping up on the finish line to the semester and it is important that the classes 

stay focused on what they are trying to achieve, not only for Design and Technology, but 

for all classes. It is important that they are present as much as possible so they do not 

put themselves in a position where they are constantly playing catch up.  

 

Thank you from the Design and Technology department of the school. 

Fraser Higgins.  

 



 

What we’re reading          Year 10B English              M. Thwaites 
 

Students have been reading novels of their own choice for 20 or 30 minutes 
every Monday morning. What a calm, relaxing way to start the school week! 
Here are what some students think about their novels so far:  
 
Liars                                  by Jack Heath                              reviewed by Jordan Kimlin 
 

There is lots of action and conflict, and the story moves along quickly. The only 
weakness so far is that only one character is really developed – Charlie, who is 
15, smart, and has no friends.  
 

3 ½ stars 
 
The Ghost House             by Alexandra Adornetto          reviewed by Alicia Welchman 
 

This is a mystery about a girl called Chloe who has been seeing ghosts since her mother died. It is 
set in England and is about her investigating what is going on. It has a slow start and is not getting 
any more interesting! 
 

2 ½ stars 
 
City of Ashes                    by Cassandra Clare                  reviewed by Jordan Heinrich 
 

This is a fantasy novel about mythical creatures that some people can’t see. The 
main character is Clary an older teenager who is artistic.  It’s well-written – you 
can picture the events and the situations. 
 

3 ½ stars 
 
The Call of Cthulhu           by H.P. Lovecraft                       reviewed by Ashlee Trowse 
 

A horror story about an old Gothic priory. There are lots of characters and no real main character. 
The characters are all adults. It is more psychological horror. For example, one character is slowly 
driven crazy by rats. (You’ll have to read it to find out the result of this!)   
 

4 stars 
 
Ghost Bird                          by Lisa Fuller                               reviewed by Dakota Young 
 

A mystery novel about twins with a single mum. They are very different – Stacey is hardworking 
and sensible and Laney is a bit of a wild child.  Laney disappears with her boyfriend. The boyfriend 
comes home alone and then the other twin starts having dreams about her missing sister.  The 
way the author uses the dreaming technique works well. 
 

4 stars 
 
Bro                                       by Helen Chebatte                   reviewed by Daniel Rogers 
 

An Australian drama with lots of action, about teenagers and a fight club. 
 

3 stars 
 
Cry Blue Murder               by Kim Kane                               reviewed by Kalee Noble 
 

A mystery story about memory loss. The characters are engaging but the story is 
really slow, confusing and boring.        
 

2 stars 



LIBRARY NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEW ITEMS 
 

We receive new books, magazines and DVDs every 
week, so there is always something new to try. Below 
are some of the latest additions to our shelves! 
 

Author Visit  
Dr Catherine Bishop  

 
Thursday  

2 June 2022  
2pm 

Local Riverton Girl Makes an 
Impact:  

“Too Much Cabbage and Jesus 
Christ  

Australia's ‘Mission’ Girl Annie 
Lock” 

Riverton School Community 
Library, 

Oxford Terrace, Riverton, South 
Australia 

 
Please phone: 88472414  

to book a place as soon as possible. 

                            

HIGH SCHOOL TRANSITION VISITS 
 
Over the past 2 weeks, some of our leadership staff have been visiting our local feeder primary schools to talk 
about starting high school and sharing some of the fantastic opportunities our students experience at RDHS. 
Thank you to our wonderful student ambassadors: 
 

* Mahli Muldoon * Jemma Miller * Ryleigh Senar 
* Michael Kuhr * Lillie Gooden * Tameka Saunderson 
* Seth Sims * Megan Eckermann * Talishia Zanker 
* Tabitha McLeod * Isaac Brouwer * Alex Hudson 
* Tyson Kimlin 
 

These students have done a fantastic job answering lots of interesting questions, as well as enjoying the 
experience of visiting their old primary schools! We look forward to meeting some of our future students and 
families at the RDHS Open Night next week. 
 

FAREWELL 
 
Congratulations to Merrill 
Thwaites who survived  more 
than 40 years of teaching to 
retire at the end of Term 1.  
She will be greatly missed in 
both the classroom and in the 
library.  We wish her all the 
best for the future as she starts 

the next chapter of her life. 



     OPEN EVENING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RIVERTON & DISTRICT 

HIGH SCHOOL 
 ‘Life as a Year 7’ Presentation 

 Curriculum Displays 

 Tours will be conducted every 30 

minutes starting at 5pm. 

 Tours begin from the Front Office 

entrance on Oxford Terrace 

Tuesday, 24 May 

2022 
5pm — 7pm 


