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Less common symptoms:

Governing Council Meeting
Last day of Term 1
Bunnings BBQ at Gawler Green
Pupil Free Day
Term 2 commences

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
This term is almost finished for students and staff
and when we look back, so much has happened
over the last 11 weeks. We have now had two
sporting – swimming and athletics – events, along
with the normal learning activities; our students
have had plenty of chances to engage with the
rigour of learning in their subject classes and
opportunities for personal growth. Year 7 and 8
students are now well settled into our high school
and it has been fantastic to see everyone rise to
meet each new challenge.
To date the school has remained quite insulated to
the COVID-19 outbreaks in the area (and across
the state) but in recent days this situation has
changed. We have now seen an increasing number
of cases and we are looking forward to the coming
school holiday break to give us an opportunity to
reduce the current level of transmission. School life
generally has settled into the ‘new normal’ with
social distancing and mask wearing inside, careful
attention to cleaning and a range of protocols to
reduce the risk of transmitting infection becoming
routine.
We would give a reminder that all parents /
caregivers need to be vigilant in monitoring the
health of their child(ren) and keeping them home if
they are unwell. If any symptoms develop such
as…
Most common symptoms:


fever



cough



tiredness



loss of taste or smell



sore throat



headache



aches and pains



diarrhoea



a rash on skin, or discolouration of fingers
or toes



red or irritated eyes

Serious symptoms:


difficulty breathing or shortness of breath



loss of speech or mobility, or confusion



chest pain

… please keep them home. With symptoms,
seeking a PCR through one of the many testing
stations is the best alternative to give a definite
result. Stay safe!
Governing Council
The RDHS Governing Council met for the AGM and
the first meeting for Term 1 on the 16th of March.
We warmly welcome the councillors who are
returning for a new two year term and those who
are re-joining us for their second year. The
Councillors for 2022 are:














Michelle Heathfield (Finance)
Adele Butler (Secretary)
Shannon Noll
Graham Fisher
Mandy Sidwell (Vice Chairperson)
Laura Hadley
Laura Allen
Alicia Branson
Wendy Marshall Hodson
David Miller
Judy Giles (CGV Council Representative)
Deanne Bowden (Staff Representative)
Julie Johnson (RDHS Business Manager)

There is still room for more parent members if you
would like to join; feel free to make contact with the
school and come along. Members of the Governing

Council are keen to be involved in making positive
links with the wider school community and we
encourage parent contact with any of the
councillors if you would like to ‘have a say’. The
next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 13th of
April at 7pm.
Attendance
There are direct links between attendance and
successful learning outcomes. We want to see
students participating every day, engaged in their
learning program and giving themselves the best
chance to develop their skills to be the best they
can be. At this time everyone should be engaged in
meaningful educational activities; we ask you to
support them to make the most of this opportunity.
Some things to think about:






SA law states that all students under the
age of 17 need to be ‘earning or learning’,
attending school regularly.
Missing one day per week (on average)
means that 20% of learning time is missed
– how will that impact on student
achievement? Missing that one day per
week from reception to Year 10 will result in
missing two years and one term of
schooling.
Poor attendance makes it more difficult for
students to form positive relationships with
their peers.

The school is committed to working with families
by: sending SMS messages, making calls home to
follow up, organising meetings with parents to
identify strategies to support attendance and
perhaps referring to support services for chronic
non-attendance. Please work with us to encourage
all students to come to school regularly.
Assessment and Reporting
At the end of week 11 (14th April, 2022) we will send
home a written progress report for each student to
their families. This involves giving a grade reflecting
the student’s level of achievement so far against
the performance standards for each subject and an
extended learning comment. This comment will
provide pertinent advice on how each student can
improve their skills in the work yet to come –
worthwhile to read, think and take ‘on board’!

Something to think about is the level of
achievement that the grade included in the report
represents. We want every student to work hard
and teachers do have high expectations for each
individual – to be the best they can be. We also
recognise that a ‘C’ represents the level that all
students in that year level are expected to achieve
at…and that ‘C’ grades are fine. What we also do
is recognise those students who have been able to
demonstrate – show evidence of – achievement at
a higher level and have reached a ‘B’ or ‘A’
standard. This means that they have been able to
produce work that is of a higher quality, greater
depth, using higher order skills and showing they
have a more sophisticated grasp on the concepts
covered, applying them within tasks. Some
students will get those grades, others won’t but
what’s important is that each student has done their
best.
On the basis of this feedback, parents / caregivers
can now choose to follow up with specific teachers
in order to gather further information about their
child’s progress. Next term – Tuesday the 10th of
May – we are offering a single night of Parent –
Teacher interviews either in a face-to-face format
or by phone contact. All parents will be able to log
on and book an appointment time on-line at any
time during the holidays and during the first week
back at school. Instructions on how to do so are
included with this newsletter. We would encourage
everyone to take this opportunity to liaise with the
school, particularly if you have any concerns about
your child’s learning. If you are unable to participate
on that night please feel welcome to contact the
school and the teachers to make an alternative time
that suits.
We wish all students and their families a great start
to the school holidays – have a happy, safe and
relaxing break and we look forward to seeing you
all again on Tuesday, 3rd of May for Term 2.
Regards,
Kathy Champion

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL
Senior School
Our senior students continue to work through their
SACE assessment tasks, with many classes
completing their first assignment ready for Term 1
reports. Term 1 report grades for senior school
students will reflect student achievement in only
one or two tasks. To support your student, we
encourage all parents to book an interview with
teachers to ensure that they know the most recent
achievement information to best support their
student to achieve success in Semester 1.
As we continue to work our way through Covid
disruptions, I would like to share a recent email
from the SACE Board that administers the SACE
curriculum. Professor Martin Westwell, the Chief
Executive of the SACE Board of SA, stated that
after consultation with subject specialists, the
SACE Board has approved a round of adjustments
focused on relieving some of the pressure of the
evolving challenges of COVID-19 without
compromising the SACE that students will receive
in 2022.
He said he would continue monitoring the situation
closely if further considerations were required. As
always, existing arrangements remain in place,
including Special Provisions for individual students
and teachers’ ability to use the inherent flexibility of
the SACE to make adjustments.
He thanked teachers for how they are supporting
their students to continue learning in these
challenging times. He trusts teachers’ professional
judgement and will work through the processes
together so that we can all keep our commitment
and promise to the students of the class of 2022.
The senior school staff at Riverton and District High
School would like to extend this thanks to parents
and caregivers and acknowledge their support of
students through a busy Term 1.
Vicky Mudge
YR8 ENGLISH
Students in Year 8 English have been analysing
newspaper articles this term, culminating into them
writing the front page of a newspaper for their
English Assessment. Students looked at the
format, layout and language choices made in

newspapers, and the impact this had on the
audience. We discussed where we get news from,
how to decide whether it is reliable information, and
then how to structure their own article. Students
wrote about school issues – everything from the
hardest part of starting High School, the Covid
situation, mask wearing, snakes, and new relief
teachers. Students were able to demonstrate a
good understanding of how newspapers share
information with the public, and the importance of
the news in our lives.
Alexia Champion
RDHS ATHLETICS DAY
On what was another perfect carnival day, our 2022
RDHS Athletics Day started with enthusiasm, team
war cries and anticipation on who would be the
champion house for 2022. Would Jeffery win their
first Athletics Day since 2015, could Castine rise to
the occasion and re-live the glory of the three wins
in a row from 2017-2019, or would Glynn-Webb lift
the shield for the three-peat? Only time would tell.
In the week leading up to the day students
participated in the 1500m, 800m and Javelin
events, with all results going towards the
championship shield and individual medals. These
were fiercely contested events, with each age
group seeing amazing results. It was also the first
year we welcomed the year 7 (under 13) age
groups to the day and we witnessed some amazing
up and coming athletes in this group.
The day began with the traditional 100 metre
sprints, which always sets the tone for the day.
Records were pushed and the noise level
increased as students flew down the straight in
their team colours. Students then dispersed in their
age groups for track and field events throughout the
day.
Proudly sporting their place ribbons from each
event students made their way back to their house
tents in the afternoon, ready for the relays and
novelty events. This year we re-introduced the
Spoke Relay and Tug of War events. These were
highly contested and really promoted team work
and House pride. The day finished with a Staff vs
Year 12 Tug of War which was won by the staff in
controversial circumstances.

As the results of the day came through, it was
Glynn-Webb who made it a hat-trick of Athletics
Day wins. The blue team won the day by over 500
points in a resounding victory, second was Jeffery
and third Castine.
RDHS staff thank students for their positivity on the
day and the spirit they competed with. We would
also like to thank all parents/families for their
support on the day, our wonderful P&F for
organising and running the canteen, the RSMU
Football Club for their support in taking out the goal
posts to fit the track in, to the Riverton Rec Park for
allowing us to use their magnificent facilities and to
everyone else who made the day possible.
Below are our age group champions and runner
ups:
2022 RDHS Athletics Champions
Under 13 Girls
Champion: Jemma Miller
R/Up: Tameka Saunderson
Under 13 Boys
Champion: Eljay Branson
R/Up: HP Muller
Under 14 Girls
Champion: Katie Brown
R/Up: Lylah Chenoweth
Under 14 Boys
Champion: Cooper Fry
R/Up: Tyson Kimlin
Under 16 Girls
Champion: Indiana Kimlin
R/Up: Kalee Noble
Under 16 Boys
Champion: Tait Hadley
R/Up: Lachlan Hinds
Open Girls
Champion: Vanessa Fisher
R/Up: Kelsey Noll
Open Boys
Champion: Jordan Flentjar-Robinson
R/Up: Michael Heathfield
Matt Norman
RDHS Sports Coordinator

YR7 HISTORY
The Greeks had numerous gods and many stories and myths that surrounded them. Greek mythology
consists of all the stories and tales about the Greek gods, goddesses, and heroes.
Yr 7AS History class were challenged to make 'Miniature Mythical' – some amazing detail, discussion and a
lot of fun!
Lise Meek and 7AS crew

Library News
Week 10 Term 1 2022

Follow us on Facebook
Riverton School Community Library
Phone 88472414

EASTER AND SCHOOL
HOLIDAY
OPENING HOURS
The Riverton Library will be closed
from
5pm Thursday 14 April 2022 until
2pm Tuesday 19 April 2022
for the Easter break.

Our opening hours during the rest of the
school holidays are as usual:

Library Opening Hours
(Community)
Mondays
Tuesday
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
Saturday



Closed
2 pm to 6pm
9 am to 5 pm
9 am to 11 am

Closed to the community for lunch
Wednesday to Friday from 12.50 pm to 1.40 pm

FREE
CHILDREN’S
HOLIDAY
PROGRAMS

Call the Library to register for
these fantastic interactive holiday
events for primary aged children.
These events are open to the
whole community, not just to
members of the Children’s
University.
Phone 88472414 to register.

WELCOME TO NICOLE
If you have visited the Library recently on a
Tuesday, you will already have met our new
Library staff member, Nicole Saunderson.
Nicole also works as an SSO at the High
School, and is replacing Elaine on Tuesdays
until the end of Term 2.
A big thank you to Nicole for fitting in so
seamlessly whilst Elaine enjoys some free
time.

Last chance to
register!

Registrations for the Children’s University
close at the end of this term.
Contact the Library today to enrol your child
between 5 to 14 in the Learning Hours
program, or your older teenager 14 and over
in the Volunteer Hours program.

TOP TWENTY MOST BORROWED NOVELS
Five Feet Apart

Rachael Lippincott

The Girl Who

Andreina Cordani

The Lake

Natasha Preston

The Hate U Give

Angi Thomas

Sad Perfect

Stephanie Elliot

The Crossover

Kwame Alexander

The Chosen

Taran Matharu

One of us is Next

Karen M. Mcmanus

The Book of Chance

Sue Whiting

The Beckoning Shadow

Katharyn Blair

The Maze Runner

James Dashner

A Secret of Birds & Bone

Kiran Millwood Hargrave

Gone

Michael Grant

Red Queen

Victoria Aveyard

Prodigy

Marie Lu

A Girl Like Me

Penny Matthews

RDHS STUDENTS 2021

Have you read any of these?? Check
out the display in the Library of
some other novels that RDHS
students love to read!

Russian Roulette :
The Story of an Assassin

Anthony Horowitz

The Hunger Games
Bro

Suzanne Collins
Helen Chebatte

Happy reading!
Merrill Thwaites
Library Manager

Elaine Kerrison
Community Library Assistant

NEW ADULT
FICTION
AVAILABLE NOW

The holidays are a great
time to catch up on your
reading for the
Premier’s Reading
Challenge!

PARENTS & FRIENDS
BUNNINGS BBQ FUNDRAISER

HELPERS NEEDED

Our next Bunnings Fundraising BBQ is scheduled for Sunday 1 May at Gawler Green
We would like to invite you to visit us at Gawler Green for a delicious ‘sausage sizzle’
breakfast, brunch, lunch or late afternoon snack.
Assistance is urgently required by:
1 person from 8.00am until
12.30pm and
1 person from 12.30pm until
4.30pm.
If you are able to help, please
contact Adele on:
0438 021 971
Any help you could offer would be
greatly appreciated.
RDHS PARENTS & FRIENDS

Teacher Interviews and Booking Procedure
2022 Parent Teacher Interviews will be held via face to face or telephone contact on Tuesday 10 May 2022,
between 3.20pm – 6.00pm.
Interviews will be of 10 minutes duration per student per subject. If further discussion is required beyond the 10
minutes allocated, parents/caregivers will need to contact the school after the interviews to arrange another
appointment or phone interview.
Bookings can be made from today. Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and follow the steps below and you will be
able to book interviews for the times that suit you.
All teaching staff and leaders are available for you to make an appointment with. If you wish to
discuss a particular area, please select the subject teacher relevant to your child.
Parents who don’t have internet access, please phone the school on 88472202 at the
start of Term 2, with your student’s subjects, teachers and preferred times. Office staff
will book the times for you.
Parents can change their interview times any time prior to the closing date by
re-visiting www.schoolinterviews.com.au. Parents wishing to change their interview
times after the closing date should contact the school.
BOOKINGS CLOSE Monday 9 May 2022 at 9:00am.

phbfp

RDHS Swimming Carnival 2022

BALAKLAVA MUSEUM Inc

The members of Balaklava Museum Inc. are pleased to invite you to our celebration of the
2022 SA History Festival.

“Celebrating 50 Years of Volunteers”
Saturday, May 21st and Sunday, May 22nd 2022
at
Centenary Hall Folk Museum, May Tce., Balaklava
Saturday 10.00am-4.00pm and Sunday 10.00am-1.00pm
and
Urlwin Park Agricultural Museum, 34a Short Tce, Balaklava
Saturday and Sunday: 10.00am-4.00pm
Unveiling “Phil Barry Memorial Plaque”
Sunday, 1.30pm at Urlwin Park
Join us as we acknowledge the efforts of all our Volunteers
over the past 50 years 1972 – 2022
and also pay homage to the late Phil Barry
(former CEO, Wakefield Regional Council : 1997-2011)
without whose support and encouragement we would not have the
Museum we’ve got today.
Entry by Donation
Sausage Sizzle Luncheon and Morning/Afternoon Tea available
RSVP: May 7th (for catering purposes)
Norma Schopp (President)
41 Short Tce, Balaklava SA 5461
ph. 8862 1854

e. rnschopp@rbe.net.au

Wheelchair Access
Lorraine Jenner (Secretary)
ph. 0429 811 573
9/03/2022

