
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Term 1, Week 6 

We have now passed the half way point of the term, 
with all students settling into their program of 
learning. At this stage it is good to think about – 
how is your child progressing? Are they feeling 
settled, happy, engaged with the learning and on 
track for success? If you have any concerns or 
questions, now is a good time to make contact with 
the school so we can work together to address 
these. Early intervention will assist in keeping 
issues manageable and moving forward in a 
productive manner, rather than having a negative 
impact on the student’s learning.  

Reporting Student Progress in Term 1 

Under our Planning, Assessing and Reporting 
Policy, we will be reporting to parents extensively 
part way through the semester, at the end of Term 
1. This will mean that students and parents are fully 
informed about how successfully students have 
been able to demonstrate their learning while there 
is still time to make changes and show 
improvement.  

We also offer all parents the opportunity to discuss 
their child’s learning further with his / her teachers 
and I would encourage you to do so. Early next 
term, interviews will be offered on Tuesday night in 
Week 2, the 10th of May. This can be either through 
face-to-face meeting at the school or via phone 
contact if you would prefer. As families have done 
in the past, you will be able to book a specific time 
for a specific subject teacher to meet with you or 
call you to discuss your child’s progress. Some 
teachers will request an interview on the end of 
term report or may contact you to make a time  

 

because they have concerns about your child’s 
progress. Of course if you are not able to 
participate on that specific date, you are very 
welcome to contact the school and speak to subject 
or home group teachers at any time. 

 
Sport competition returns to RDHS 

The impact of the current pandemic has been felt 
by all our students, staff and families here at school 
in a variety of ways. We have worked through the 
expectations of sanitising, density limits where 
possible, mask-wearing, the cancellation or 
modification of school events and continually being 
aware of what we should and should not be doing. 
Members of the whole school community have 
generally ‘stepped up’ and been very supportive of 
the preventative measures we have put in place 
and the limited spread of infections at RDHS has 
been testimony to that. It was sad to see a fractured 
start to the school year, in particular the 
cancellation of the RDHS Swimming Carnival as a 
day of fun aquatics and the interschool competition. 

In response to the lifting of restrictions we have 
rescheduled our school sporting events so 
students can participate in a Swimming Carnival 
and Athletics Day on Friday of Week 6 and 8. 
Student leaders, with input from all students in 
years 9-12, have worked with the Sports 
Committee and school staff to put these two events 
in place and we hope all students have a great 
time! 

Bullying 

There is a great deal of attention given to raising 
community awareness of the impact of bullying and 
harassment on all young people. As a school we 
have a zero tolerance to actions of that kind and we 
do try to respond to each and every situation that is 
reported to us. On Friday in home groups we plan 
to have some intensive and relevant discussion 
about what bullying is, the impact it has on others 
and what we can do to prevent it happening. 
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Collectively we have an understanding that: 

Bullying is not a single event but involves repeated 
acts with the intention to harm someone else. It 
occurs when there is a power imbalance between 
the ‘bully’ and the person who is being bullied. It 
may occur when an individual is alone and can be 
hidden or perhaps when there are others to witness 
what is happening. A bully may not stand out as 
someone who has ‘behavioural issues’; they may 
appear to have good social skills, have friends and 
be well-liked by others. That doesn’t mean their 
‘bullying’ actions towards other students are okay. 

Some statistics on the impact of bullying on 
students in schools: 

 Approximately one in four Year 4 to Year 9 
Australian students (27%) reported being 
bullied every few weeks or more often. 

 Frequent school bullying was highest 
among Year 5 (32%) and Year 8 (29%) 
students.  

 Peers are present as onlookers in 87% of 
bullying interactions, and play a central 
role in the bullying process.  

 Hurtful teasing was the most prevalent of 
all bullying behaviours experienced by 
students, followed by having hurtful lies 
told about them.  

 Approximately one in five young people 
under 18 (20%) reported experiencing 
online bullying in any one year.  

 The majority (72%) of schools reported 
managing at least one incident of online 
bullying in the previous year. 
 

What can everyone do? Bystanders need to act – 
don’t join in or encourage the bully, report it if you 
are not able to intervene yourself. Think about the 
impact those actions are having on the student 
involved and don’t ignore it. Encourage individuals 
who are experiencing bullying to report it to the 
school – to Home Group teachers, Year Level 
Coordinators or the Wellbeing Coordinator. 

Bullying can be a complex problem and there is no 
simple solution. Working together to respond to 
each and every event, calling it out and making 
sure that everyone understands that it’s never okay 
to do this, will be our most effective  response. We 

encourage all students, with the support of their 
families, to report incidents they may be a part of or 
witness to and support us in making a difference. 

Respect 

One of our core values at RDHS is respect…key 
to developing quality relationships and working 
together effectively – staff, students and parents. 
Lately we have had some conversations with 
individuals and groups of students about this value 
– respecting themselves, their environment along 
with teachers and other students. Although not 
common, we have noticed some concerning trends 
in poor language, inappropriate comments made 
towards other students or staff and careless 
treatment of school equipment and facilities. This is 
not who we are at RDHS; we pride ourselves on 
being inclusive of all members of the school 
community, in a friendly, caring and clean 
environment – let’s make sure we stay this way! We 
would encourage parents to support us with this 
and talk to your children about how they can ‘live’ 
our school values. 

Attendance 

Our current rate of attendance is lower than we 
would like with a high percentage of ‘family’ 
reasons being used for a student not being at 
school. We understand that families are naturally 
cautious at the moment about students who are not 
feeling well remaining at home, but we would hope 
that missing school for any other reason is kept to 
a minimum. Initial strategies we use to encourage 
students to be present at school is to have 
conversations with students and families about 
reasons why they aren’t attending and plan for what 
we can do to improve how often they’re here. If we 
work in partnership, we are more likely to have an 
impact on attendance – and attendance will lead to 
increased learning success for the student. 

Regards, 

Kathy Champion 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 
Students in their Senior years are now settling into 
their studies after the delay at the start of the year. 
Most senior students are working on their first 
assessment tasks and making full use of the 
support strategies at Riverton & District High 
School. These support strategies include their 
Home Group and Subject Teacher, their study 
lessons, wellbeing support such as the Reset 
Room and Mr Norman the Wellbeing Leader. In 
addition, senior students can access support for 
their studies through Teams, Daymap, the library, 
their VET lecturers, and the leadership team.  
 
We encourage our senior students to explore all 
their pathway options as they transition to a beyond 
school pathway. Our year 10 students will soon visit 
a career expo in Adelaide to further their knowledge 
of what pathways are available; we encourage 
them to make the most of this opportunity. Year 11 
and 12 students can continue to explore their 
career pathways by requesting a work experience 
placement, talking to their subject teachers, and 
researching their options for tertiary study. In Term 
3, there will be a range of talks and information 
provided from SATAC and the universities to 
support students who want to move on to tertiary 
study in 2023.  
 
The senior years are an opportunity for all our 
students to explore their future pathways. Similarly, 
these students will decide what pathways they 
don’t want to pursue. In essence, every experience 
in the senior years is a learning opportunity for our 
students that will further lead them down their 
future pathway. Riverton & District High School 
staff look forward to supporting our students as 
they continue this journey in 2022. If you have any 
questions or want to reach out for support, please 
don’t hesitate to contact your student’s Subject 
Teacher, Home Group Teacher, Year Level Leader 
or myself, the Deputy Principal.  
 
Vicky Mudge 
 
RDHS SPORT NEWS 
 

Last Friday’s RDHS Swimming Carnival was a day 
filled with fun, excitement and competition. The day 
began with the traditional march from the school, 
with war cries ringing loud as our House Captains 
led their teams into the pool.  With the sun shining  
 
 

 
 
bright the races began with some strong 
competition between the age groups. 
 
This year saw several new initiatives and events 
which were well received by students, staff and 
families in attendance. The Staff vs Student relay 
incorporated another team - the Old Scholars which 
added even more interest. Unfortunately for the 
Students and Staff the Old Scholars dominated the 
relay winning by half a pool length. Our novelty 
events (tyre stack, best dive, treasure hunt and 
dress up relay) were all hotly contested with each 
House winning different events across the age 
groups. 
 
In each age group there were many close finishes 
and at the end of the day several age group 
champions were decided by only a handful of 
points. Below are the age group champions and 
runners up: 
 
Under 13 Girls 
Champion - Tameka Saunderson 
Runner up - Dior Fisher 
 
Under 13 Boys 
Champion - Eljay Branson 
Runner up - Zac Hadley 
 
Under 14 Girls 
Champion - Leighla Brown 
Runner up - Katie Brown 
 
Under 14 Boys 
Champion - Michael Kuhr 
Runner up - Harrison Callery 
 
Under 16 Girls 
Champion - Alicia Welchman 
Runner up - Shaylee Grocke 
 
Under 16 Boys 
Champion - Connor Branson 
Runner up - Tait Hadley 
 
Open Girls 
Champion - Kelsey Noll 
Runner up - Vanessa Fisher 
 
Open Boys 
Champion - Jack Roocke 
Runner up - Jordan Flentjar-Robinson 



This year’s carnival was another fantastic example 
of House spirit and the culture of the carnival 
atmosphere that has been built over the years. 
There is music, dancing, novelty events, house 
pride challenges and strong swimming competition. 
A huge thank you to the parents and families who 
attended and volunteered, to our wonderful staff for 
setting up and running the day, and finally to the 
students who participated with pride and showed 
outstanding behaviour throughout the day. 
 
A huge congratulations goes to Glynn-Webb who 
won their third swimming carnival in a row! 
 
COMMUNITY SPORT NEWS 
 
Over the weekend, several of our Year 7 and 8 
students played in their Under 13 cricket grand 
final. Representing the Gilbert Valley Cricket Club, 
Zac Hadley, Harrison Callery, Cooper Fry, Tyson 
Kimlin, Kai Saville and Eljay Branson won the nail 
biting match against Kapunda. After being all out 
for 100 on the Saturday, Kapunda were cruising on 
the Sunday being 0 for 68 until the game changed 
dramatically. Kapunda all out for 91. 
Congratulations boys, and also to RDHS parent 
and Under 13 coach, Greg Callery. 
 
On Wednesday, March 2nd Connor and Eljay 
Branson competed in the School Sport SA 
Triathlon event at West Lakes. Due to the rain the 
day before the event became a duathlon where 
competitors had to run, ride and run again due to 
the water levels. There were 358 students 
participate from over 39 schools across the state. 
Connor came second in his age group, while Eljay 
came 6th. Amazing efforts and rewarding results 
due to the boy’s dedication and training leading up 
to the event. Well done boys! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to Jemma Miller who won her 
Under 15 basketball grand final recently. Jemma 
had a strong season playing for Kapunda, also 
scoring 18 points in her teams 51-21 grand final 
win. Well done Jemma! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another congratulations goes to Erin Pycroft who 
has been competing in the State Under 18 Super 
League Lawn Bowls competition. Erin and her 
team were successful in winning their way through 
to the finals of the competition and played in the 
semi-finals on Sunday, winning one semi and 
losing the other. Congratulations Erin and well 
done on testing yourself against the best in the 
state. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matt Norman 
 

 



ART 
 
So far this term for art, the students have been extremely busy! 
 
The year 8’s have been exploring the elements of art, starting with line. They completed several drawing tasks 
focussing on line including continuous drawing exercises where they weren’t able to take the pencil off the 
page. They adapted this into a celebrity portrait which they then overlayed with wire creating a unique 
adaptation of line.  
 
The year 9’s are currently exploring printmaking techniques and were asked to complete a photography journal 
whilst they were completing home learning. They then combined 2 of their favourite photos to create a design 
which they then completed a lino print of. The outcomes were fantastic and they will be adding water colour 
to their best prints. 
 
The year 10s have been exploring portrait art including reviewing artworks by Frida Kahlo and artworks by 
finalists from the Archibald Prize. They were then given the task to develop their skills in realism by completing 
a series of realistic facial features. They are currently working on a self portrait which tells a story of their 
personality and interests. 
 
Miss Kitchen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Wire Art  
Yr 8’s Harrison Ivens and Talishia Zanker 
‘Mr Bean & Barak Obama’ 

Lino Print  
Year 9 Zoe Rohrlach-Ward 
‘Kookaroo’ 

Lino Print 
Yr 9 Thomas Hatch 
‘Callie’ 

Self Portrait  
Yr 10 Raffi-Elle Anderson Realistic Facial Features Study  

Yr 10 Alicia Welchman 



YR 10B ENGLISH  
 
Collaborative Poems 
 
We’ve been revising figurative language (similes, metaphors, alliteration etc.) as part of our unit on ‘Finding 
our Voice’.  
 
The students had to respond to these images of a deserted house. They wrote a line each, using teacher 
cues, then folded the paper over and passed it along. The last person got to create the title. 
 
Here is some of their work: 
 
 
Old Ruins 
 
The dark windows howled as the wind passed through 
them, 
The light from the window danced across the ground, 
The wind whirled through the white moonlight,  
The moon was a glowing orb, 
The clouds were like small smoke machines. 
Do they still live there? 
 
 
 
 

Haunted House 
 
The dark and dusty windows creaked in the cold winter 
wind, 
The light crept through the slightly open door and 
illuminated the steps to the house, 
The wind blew brazenly, 
The moon was a glowing light,  
The clouds were dark.  
What will I discover through that door? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Spooky McHouseFace 
 
The black windows crunched in the wind, 
The light flew through the dark outside like a hawk, 
The wicked wind whipped across the grass, 
The moon was a silver plate in the darkness, 
The clouds were like soft, bunched up blankets aligned 
in the sky, 
What was that noise from the kitchen? 
 
 
 
 
M. Thwaites 
Yr 10B English Teacher 

  



YR 9 DRAMA   

 
As we move into production preparation, the class 
took a few minutes to de-stress and work on their 
‘Origami’ skills.  
 
Productions rely on all class members being 
enthusiastic and energised to get the best 
outcomes and the Yr 9 team is really putting in the 
effort. 
 
As the day wears on it is often important to stop and 
take a breather, so following complex instructions 
with focus and precision is one way to do that. 
 

 
 
Dave Mitchell 
 
YR 7 ENGLISH 
 
Mrs Bowden’s Year 7 English Class have been 
visiting the Library on Wednesday afternoons for 
some special reading and literacy activities.  
 
They recently took part in a Book Tasting!   
 
Students read the beginning of two different books 
for just 5 minutes each, then completed a short 
reflection and review. 
 
Rainfish       by Andrew Paterson 
 
It’s a good book about a lonely kid 
with a great imagination who lives in 
a small town next to a rainforest in 
Queensland. It has very good detail 
and is very entertaining.  
5 Stars 
Reviewed by Wyatt  
 
To Die For     by Mark Svendsen 
 
I think that this was an amazing 
book. That is because it is well  
written. It had a lot of detail and let 
you understand it well. A book I will 

definitely read in the future.  It was easy to read. 
4 ½ stars 
Reviewed by Alex 
 
Friday Barnes    by R.A. Spratt 
 
It is interesting because it sounds like 
it will be a mystery and the girl will 
need to find clues. I like the book so 
far. It is easy to read. 
3 stars 
Reviewed by Mahli 
 
Shimmer     by Jennifer MacBride and Lynda 
Nixon 
 
I feel as if Shimmer’s storyline went 
way too fast and skipped a lot of detail 
that I need to finish the illustration in 
my head. I also personally think it did 
not include too much detail, as I didn’t 
exactly know what the character’s 
house or kingdom looked like. The 
only thing I know is that her brother (a 
side character) has amber bronze wings and a 
black belt.  
1 ½ stars 
Reviewed by Sophie 
 

 

 

 
REMINDER 
 
Upcoming Athletics Dates:- 
 
Week 7 
Friday - 18th March 
• Extra lesson 800 metres- all students 
• Lunch Open boys and girls javelin 
 
Week 8 
Monday - 21st March 
• Lunch Under 16 boys and girls javelin 
 
Tuesday - 22nd March 
• Extra lesson 1500m- student choice 
• Lunch Under 14 boys and girls javelin 
 
Wednesday - 23rd March 
 Lunch- Under 13 boys and girls javelin 
  
Friday - 25th March 
• RDHS Athletics Day 
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Are you a new RDHS family? You might like to join 
our Friends of the Riverton School Community 
Library group.  
 
Meetings are held once a school term, after 
working hours, for just an hour. 
 
It’s a great chance to get involved and to provide 
suggestions, ideas and feedback to our Library 
staff, so that we can continue to improve our 
service to the school and community. 
 
All welcome! 

 
 

Want to get your children involved in out of 
school learning? Then why not register for the 

Children’s University program, hosted by 
Riverton Library. 

 
If your child is over 14, they can still get 
involved doing volunteering, instead of 

learning, hours. 
 

Contact the Library for more information. 
 

Registration is only $5 per child this year, due 
to some sponsorship. 
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NEW ITEMS 
 

We receive new books, magazines and DVDs every week, so there is always something new to try. 
Here are some of the most recent Crime Fiction novels to go on the shelves! 
 

Some New Teen Fiction Titles. 

Children’s 
Books 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library Opening Hours (Community) 

      Mondays                                            Closed 

Tuesday                                              2 pm to 6pm 

 Wednesday, Thursday, Friday       9 am to 5 pm 

   Saturday                                             9 am to 11 am 

                        Closed to the community for lunch Wednesday to Friday from 12.50 pm to 1.40 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy reading! 

 

  Merrill Thwaites                                 Elaine Kerrison 

  Library Manager                                 Community Library Assistant 

 

We all know that getting kids to read these days is 
often harder than it used to be. There are so many 
distractions and so many other kinds of entertainment. 
But as the chart shows, just 20 minutes a day of 
reading sets children up for success at school and 
beyond.  
 
Please encourage your child to read for pleasure at 
home – and perhaps to take on the PRC this year! 



 
 
This may be of interest to some parents: 
 
Shine SA are holding a webinar session on Relationships & Sexual Health Parent/Carer Information 
Evening -access here  https://shinesa.org.au/activity/relationships-sexual-health-parent-carer-information-
evening/ 
 
 

 
  

 

 
 

For enquiries please contact:  

 

Tracey Davies 
Senior Mental Health Clinician 
Pronouns she/her/hers 
 

traceyd@claremedical.com.au 

 
MOBILE NUMBER:  0480 292 835 
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