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SCHOOL TERM DATES - 2022
• Term 1

31 Jan - 14 Apr

• Term 2

2 May - 8 July

• Term 3

25 July - 30 Sept

• Term 4

17 Oct - 16 Dec

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
The year is done and students and staff have done
their best with a range of different activities in the
last part of the school year. Last week Year 10’s
undertook a program based on Business Week and
Year 9’s were involved in Rich Tasks which begins
their Personal Learning Plan, a SACE unit which
they finish next year. Year 8’s went to camp at
Victor Harbour and had a great time. This week
was Activities Week, when students chose a
different activity in the three sessions across the
day. With report writing, preparations for our
awards assembly on Tuesday and finalising
arrangements for next year, staff were kept very
busy!
Reports
This year we sent final reports for the year home
with students in Years 8-10 on Friday the 3rd of
December, the final day of formal learning. Parents
/ Caregivers or students can collect reports from
the Front office if they were absent from school on
that day.
Some staffing changes…
At the end of the year, we will be farewelling some
staff members…and welcoming some others.
Mr Phibion Dhirori; during his time at RDHS he has
been an invaluable asset as a Maths and Science
teacher, a Home Group teacher, a colleague and a
support to many – students, staff and parents. His
caring and supportive approach has been valued
by others, particularly in times of difficulty and we
appreciate the strong relationships he has formed.
He has been ready to get involved in so many
aspects of school life … whether it’s been in the
classroom, on camp, in the staff relay team at
Sports Day – wherever he has been needed. We
wish him every success in his new position at
Salisbury East High School and he will certainly
leave some big shoes to fill.

Another staff member who has made a great
impact on our school is Ms Milly Hoffmann. Milly
joined our staff two years ago as an Agriculture and
Science teacher, taking a leading role of teaching
a comprehensive agriculture program, overseeing
the school farm and establishing strong
relationships between the local farming community
and the school. Her work has added considerably
to the profile of our school in the agricultural field –
with success at local competition – and in
consolidating the agricultural learning program
across the year levels. We wish her all the best in
her appointment to Nuriootpa High School.
Ms Kim Scott will be reducing her time at the school
throughout 2022 by relinquishing her leadership
role temporarily although retaining her Year 12
Maths class. She is taking some well-earned family
time but we appreciate her willingness to support
the Maths students as well. We all wish her the best
for the year ahead.
We are temporarily saying farewell to two of our
School Service Officers at the school – they are
both taking some well-earned leave in 2022. Ms
Sue Decristofaro, who has been working at the
Front Desk, Newsletter and leading the Multilit
program for many years, will be spending some
quality time with her family for the whole year. Ms
Sheryl Pike, an invaluable part of our classroom
support team, will also be on leave for the first half
of the year, planning to return in late June. They will
both be sorely missed; we thank them for their long
standing commitment to the school and wish them
all the best for their time away.
Some staff will return to RDHS in 2022; Ms
Boadicea Pocz-Kitchen will be a replacement for
Mr James Butler who is taking leave for terms 1 and
2. Ms Lexi Champion returns with PLP, Spanish
and English classes, Mr Rob Stansborough will be
teaching Maths and Science as well as supporting
Agriculture and Ms Kim Foulis once again will be
teaching in the Home Economics area. Ms Deanne
Bowden will be back from her Partnership role with
Spanish, Tourism and English classes. Happy to
see you all back!
We also welcome some brand new additions to our
staff; increased numbers of students due to the
Year 7 students joining us has meant that we will
have 22 teachers at the school next year. Mr Aaron
Fechner
(Agriculture/Science),
Ms
Anya
Stephenson (Maths/Science), Ms Vicky Mudge
(Deputy Principal) and Mr Hamish Morelli
(Maths/Science) will all be joining us, along with

Patrina Grace, the new Admin Officer at the front
desk. We are very pleased to have them at RDHS.
There are also a number of School Service officers
who have now completed their contracts and are
waiting to see what 2022 holds. Liz McLaughlin,
Mary French, Fran Pfitzner, James Bowden, Karen
Steer and Kellie Sparrow have continued to be an
asset to the school throughout the year and we
thank them for their hard work and commitment to
student learning. We expect to see them again in
their various roles next year!
Looking back…
2021 has been an exciting year, full of challenges
and opportunities for staff and students. The ongoing pandemic has presented us all with new and
unexpected situations – how do we respond to
this? What can we do to support students’
learning? How is this impacting on our community?
The school has worked hard to be responsive in
trying to meet the needs of their families and we
hope that 2022 will bring a more settled learning
environment.
We did continue a focus on Literacy - Writing and
promoting high levels of engagement and
achievement for all students through paying
attention to teaching practices. Students
participated in a number of extra-curricular
activities including some Year Level Camps, the
Presentation Ball, Operation Flinders, the Athletic
and Swimming carnivals and some Knock Out
sport.
I would like to acknowledge the hard work of
teachers, School Support Officers, Leaders and
volunteers across the year. We have an active and
supportive Governing Council (including a small
but very active Parents and Friends group) making
a substantial contribution to the school. Student
leaders have also been a significant element in
decision making and activities within the school,
working hard to be a service to students and the
whole school.
I am very pleased and proud to be a part of this
school community. It values all students, setting
high expectations and ensuring they have every
opportunity for success throughout their journey of
secondary schooling. There will be a variety of
pathways open, including further education and
training or employment options, and there is
support for each individual to excel in their chosen
field. Our students are a credit to the whole school
community; they are eager to learn, happy to
contribute and confident to challenge themselves. I
am also very proud of the staff who show a high
level of care and professionalism towards their
students, as well as a commitment towards the
school.

I would like to farewell the 2021 Year 12 students
and their families and thank them for their on-going
support and connection to the school. I wish you all
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Regards, Kathy Champion

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL REPORT

Like all terms, the final nine weeks of the teaching
calendar has sped by in what seems like a blink of
an eye! Well done to everyone involved in this
year’s Presentation Night. A special mention to Mr
David Mitchell who worked within a tight time frame
to upload the presentation and get the technical
side running smoothly. Thank you to our student
leaders, Kelsey and Adam for being excellent cohosts and extremely flexible with the very short and
quick information in regards to the run sheet 😊.
Congratulations to all award winners, students, and
community members Kent Hallet and Temika Hier.
Mr Hallet received the Minister for Education
Volunteering Award for his outstanding service.
Kent has volunteered countless hours over the last
few years to promote and support the school’s
involvement in the Olive Oil Industry. Ms Temika
Hier was recognised for her “passion, advocacy
and support of our school, young people and the
wider community” receiving the Rowan Ramsey
MP School Community Award. The Rowan
Ramsay MP Award is presented to a student, staff
member, parent or community member who has
made an excellent contribution to the school and
community over many years. Ms Hier is involved in
local sporting clubs, she is a member of various
committees within the community and is a
passionate, dedicated educator who “goes above
and beyond for the school, students and
community”. A most deserving recipient.
Thank you to all of our sponsors who provided
financial support throughout the year and donated
money to subsidise award costs. Year 8 – 10
Overall Academic Excellence Award winners
received $25, increasing to $30 for Year 11
recipients. Many students won community and
special subject awards, which ranged in value from
$25 to $100 each. One of these was the RSL Spirit
Award recognising John Hutchins for his resilience
and caring support of others, awesome
achievement John, the entire school is proud of
you.
The school supplemented the Ampol Best All
Rounder medallion with $200 (congratulations
Nathan Lamont) and our Year 10 and 12 Long Tan
Award winners received $250 and $550
respectively (well done to Chloe Eckermann, Emily
Sparrow, John Truong and Georgina Eckermann).
Congratulations to Georgina Eckermann for
winning
the
Ramsey
Bros
Outstanding
Achievement in Agriculture Award valued at $250
(one of only four state awards).
Our guest speaker, Ms Emma McInerney, was
fantastic! Her address was both engaging and

motivating. Emma is a strong advocate for
sustainable agriculture. She entertained the
audience with her journey since completing her
secondary schooling at RDHS in the late 90’s and
hopefully inspired our students to reach for their
dreams.
As is tradition, our special guests were the Year 12
graduating class of 2021. Tuesday night marked
their last official day at RDHS. They now eagerly
await their SACE results which will be available for
them to access online from 8.30am on Monday 13
December. I will be at school on Tuesday 14
December if students have any problems or
questions in regard to their results.
VET was briefly highlighted during the awards
ceremony, with Jordan Flentjar-Robinson receiving
the RDHS VET Award recognising his
commitment, enthusiasm and positive application
towards vocational education. Jordan successfully
completed a Certificate 2 in Automotive Servicing
over the last 18 months, receiving 50 SACE Stage
2 credits.
Twenty seven students in years 10 – 12 were
involved in Vocational Education and Training
Courses this year, spread across fourteen
industries. Eleven students completed their
qualifications; these students are acknowledged in
the table below. Four students were fortunate to
secure school-based apprenticeships throughout
the year.
VET requires an extra commitment from our
participants, not only to complete work set by the
training organisation but also to juggle their school
studies and in most instances, contend with the
travel associated with their involvement in these
courses. This year students travelled (weekly in
most cases) to locations in the Barossa Valley,
Elizabeth and Balaklava to attend their training.
RDHS is to be congratulated for their involvement
in Vocational Education and Training Opportunities
and local businesses were praised for providing
valuable work experience and employment
opportunities. Almost 50% of our 2021 senior
students (year 11 & 12) will use VET to
complement their SACE completion. Students who
complete a Certificate 3 qualification can use this
to substitute for one Stage 2 subject in the
calculation of an ATAR. I would like to acknowledge
Kelsey Noll and Ebony Brown who achieved a dual
qualification this Year. Both girls successfully
completing a Certificate 3 in Sport and Recreation
and Certificate 3 in Fitness, fantastic effort Kelsey
and Ebony!

Certificate 3 Sport and Recreation & Certificate 3 Fitness
•Kelsey Noll
•Ebony Brown
Certificate 3 Sport and Recreation
•Bailey Kibbler
Certificate 3 Education Support
•Elyssa Thomas
Certificate 2 Automotive Servicing
•Nathan Hinds
•Jordan Flentjar-Robinson

Certificate 2 in Electrotechnology & Certificate 2 in Electronics
•Damien Lockwood
•Henry Elson
Certificate 2 Salon Assistant
•Marti Sale
•Emma Harris-Pirch
Certificate 2 Kitchen Operations
•Mackenzie Loffler
My original intention was to take leave for all of 2022, but as many of you have heard, I am returning to teach
Year 12 Maths for one more year (before I buy my walking frame 😊). I am really looking forward to teaching
our current Year 11 cohort and supporting them to achieve their potential; they are a dedicated group of
individuals who have entertained me this year and have been very tolerant of my quirks.
Wishing everyone a safe and happy Christmas and New Year.
Kim Scott

PRESENTED BY
WAKEFIELD REGIONAL COUNCIL

BUSINESS WEEK
Last week, the Year 10 students took part in Business Week, where they worked in groups to design
a product which could be produced and marketed with a start-up budget of just $20.
The business ideas needed to adhere to the ‘3Ps’, of People, Planet and Profit, so the use of recycled
materials featured in all 3 businesses.
All groups were required to make a prototype of their product and to present this, with their
marketing plan and summary of their business ‘journey’, in a Shark Tank – type presentation at the
end of the week.
The students did a fantastic job and developed some sound business ideas:

‘Buzzar’ used recycled fabric and donated wax to make bees wax
wraps, with a proportion of their profits to be donated to charity.

‘Feel Good’ used recycled sheets
to make tie dye tote bags and
also donated a proportion of the
profits to charity.

‘Retro Pug’ were the winners of the Shark Tank, with their business
making scrunchies from recycled fabric.

Shark Tank presentation

Home Ec. has been very busy over the last few weeks with their 'Give What You Can Sale' designed to feed
students for a simple donation of a gold or silver coin (or in return for drying and putting away a few dishes
or folding some tea towels). Foods have included a couple of free soup days, toasties, scones, carrot cakes
and various biscuits. This has been a successful idea and something we may look at implementing next year.
Year 10 students also successfully held a Smoothie Bar lunch option in week 6 which appeared to prove
popular with students offering nutritious snacks such as smoothie bowls, slices and bliss balls.

Following this the year 10 students were put to the test to create their own gingerbread house for the exam,
utilizing many of the strategies in preparation and organization they had learnt throughout the semester.

Finally for activities week students could choose to participate in some Christmas cooking which includes a
range of decorated cupcakes, Christmas Pizza tree twist and some edible gifts for residents in the senior
citizens home. Thanks to everyone who has helped support our various catering events during the year. We
look forward to another busy year next year full of great learning opportunities for all Home Ec. Students.
Kim Foulis
Home Economics

Last week our Year 8 students travelled to Victor Harbor for our annual 4-day end of year
camp. The purpose of this camp is around Group Dynamics, with students participating in a
wide variety of Aquatics and Outdoor Education activities focussed around team building.
Throughout the 4 days, students competed home group vs home group as they solved
puzzles, crawled through mud, flew into the tree tops in the flying kiwi and built some very
interesting shelter structures. They walked for kilometres on our daily beach walks, played
hours of poly pong, set up some competitive games of rugby and basketball, challenged
themselves in the ‘epic camp quiz’, blew us away with how much food they could eat (and still
be hungry!) and managed to get some sleep! The best part for us was to see them bond as a
year level group and celebrate the new friendships they formed in their first year of high school.
Thank you to our team of Year 8 home group teachers who dedicated their time to this event
– Ms Kitchen, Mrs Packer & Mr Higgins (who also doubled as our bus driver).
We have had a fantastic year with this group of students and have enjoyed seeing them
navigate and grow through their first year of high school. We look forward to seeing them
achieve great things as they move through to year 9 and beyond!
Lisa Harrison

ACTIVITIES WEEK - SUGAR SKULLS

NATIONAL AG DAY

RICH TASKS WEEK

On the 25th of November, students in years 3, 4 and
5 from the Riverton Primary school, came for a visit
at the farm. To celebrate National Ag Day the Year
9 students worked in groups to teach the primary
school kids about different animals and things on
the farm. Groups were each given a 10-minute
presentation and they were involved with games
and giving away prizes.

For our Year 9 week 8 program our students were
involved in a series of activities aimed at preparing
them for Year 10’s Personal Learning Plan as well
as a crash course in Economics and Business. Our
week began with a focus on the Seven Capabilities
and their importance in future career aspirations,
after a session looking to the future industries and
study options students were ready to look at
finances. The class was then walked through their
rights and responsibilities as employees and
demonstrated an eagerness to apply their newfound knowledge in the form of a basic budget.

The Year 9 students also presented to the Year 5/6
groups throughout the day and they all seemed to
enjoy it. The day was a success and the Year 9s all
did a fantastic job.
By Mitchell Noll

≈≈NATIONAL AG DAY≈≈

Wednesday saw the group undertaking an
introduction to first aid covering the basics and
providing a pathway to certification if students
choose to enrol.
The class worked on a severely limited budget to
plan a series of lunches for a five-day working week
and had the opportunity to put their ideas to the test
on Friday; with many meals made, we had plenty
to share and invited the Year 8’s to come sample.
Overall it was a rewarding (and exhausting)
experience which gave the class a real taste of
things to come
Temika Hier

RICH TASKS

2021 - Recognition of Excellence & Achievement
≈ Academic Excellence ≈ Outstanding Effort ≈
Mia Berry
Katie Brown
Chloe Goodsell
Tait Hadley
Trysten Jansen
Indiana Kimlin
Kai McGowan
Riley McKay
Isabelle Noble
Erica Parker
Amber Turk
Raffi-Elle Anderson
Harriet Aston
Jesse Bubner
Jonathan Darwin
Ashton Donald
Emmi Nicholls
Kalee Noble
Mitchell Noll
Marie Butler
Chloe Eckermann
Vanessa Fisher
Michael Heathfield
Emil Larsen
Sharna Pirch
Cassidy Sellars-Paget
Tegan Senar
Emily Sparrow
Olivia Aston
Ebony Brown
Amali Dransfield
Jordan Flentjar-Robinson
Emma Harris Pirch
Savannah Kernich
Brock Kraft
Damien Lockwood
Mackenzie Loffler

Year 8
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort
Academic Excellence
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort
Academic Excellence

Art
Science
Home Economics
Health & PE
English
Spanish
Mathematics, Digital Technologies
Home Economics
Home Economics, Art
Spanish, Science, Health & PE, Tech Studies
Mathematics
English, Tech Studies

Year 9
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Academic Excellence
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort

Science, Design
Geography, Mathematics
Science
Tech Studies
English, Design
Agriculture
Geography, Agriculture
Health & PE
Health & PE

Year 10
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Academic Excellence

PLP
Agriculture, Art, History
Health & PE
Health & PE
Tech Studies
Home Economics
Design
Art
Agriculture
History
Mathematics, History, Art, Design, Science

Year 11
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort

Chemistry, Biology, Research Project
Mathematics
PE
Peer Support, English
Food and Hospitality
Food and Hospitality
Design, Health, Mathematics
Agriculture
Tech Studies, PE
Design, General Mathematics
Tourism

2021 - Recognition of Excellence & Achievement
≈ Academic Excellence ≈ Outstanding Effort ≈
Imogen McCall
Kelsey Noll
Marti Sale
Lucy Smith
Mila Turk

Stephanie Banks
Georgina Eckermann
Jessica Heath
Nathan Lamont
Timothy Sparrow
John Tran Truong

Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort

English
Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics
Tourism
Research Project
Essential Mathematics
Essential Mathematics, Health
Peer Support, General Mathematics
Art

Year 12
Outstanding Effort
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Academic Excellence
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort
Outstanding Effort

Health
English
General Mathematics, Agriculture
Art
Essential English
Integrated Learning PE
Community Services (Food & Hospitality)
Food and Hospitality, Art

Wool, Wine, Wheat Country Education Fund
The fund provides financial assistance, via a scholarship program, to school leavers undertaking further study postschool. Scholarships are available to applicants from Balaklava High School, Burra Community School, Clare High
School and Riverton and District High School.
The application process is rigorous, with students initially completing an on-line application. Students successful in
this first round are then invited for an interview with members of the Wool, Wine, and Wheat Committee.
The scholarships would not be available without the generous donations from local businesses and fundraising
activities by members of the committee.
The recipients of this year’s scholarships were presented at an awards dinner held in Clare on Thursday evening.
John Truong (far right) from RDHS has received a substantial scholarship for 2022.

2021 - Overall Academic Excellence Awards by Year Level
Year 8
Erica Parker

Year 11
Olivia Aston

Indiana Kimlin

Savannah Kernich

Year 9
Raffi-Elle Anderson

Ampol Best All Rounder
Year 12 Nathan Lamont

Year 10
Marie Butler

Emily Sparrow

2020 Award of Excellence

Highest Scaled Score & Highest ATAR
Nicole Kruse

Principal’s Award for Overall Excellence
Year 8-9
Erica Parker

Year 10-12
John Truong

Parents & Friends Award
Chloe Eckermann

Jordan Flentjar-Robinson

Governing Council Award
John Truong

Imogen McCall

RDHS Citizenship Award
Raffi-Elle Anderson

BCS Music Award
Eleanor Ashley

Literary Award

Olivia Aston

Student Service &
Volunteering Award
Cassidy Sellars-Paget

STEM

Emily Sparrow

VET Award

Jordan Flentjar-Robinson

Awards for Agriculture
Middle School
Senior School
Chloe Eckermann

Georgina Eckermann

Long Tan Youth - Leadership Awards
Year 10 - Chloe Eckermann

Year 12 – John Truong

Long Tan - Future Innovators Awards
Year 10 – Emily Sparrow

Year 12 – Georgina Eckermann

2021 - Competitions and challenges
Space School residential program
Emily Sparrow

Heywire Competition
Savannah Kernich

Premiers Reading Challenge
5 Years - Jonathan Darwin
12 Years - Mila Turk
11 Years - Olivia Aston
9 Years - Georgina Eckermann

Country to Canberra
Tegan Senar & Emily Sparrow

RSL Spirit Award
John Hutchins & Erin Pycroft

Agriculture Show Team 2021
Katie Brown
Chloe Eckermann
Georgina Eckermann Chloe Goodsell
Cassidy Sellars-Paget Emilia Thomas

Masonic Lodge Awards
Emily Sparrow

Wool Wine and Wheat Scholarship

John Truong

Minister for Education Volunteering
Award for Outstanding Service Award

Kent Hallett

Michael Heathfield

Ramsay Bros Outstanding Achievement
in Agriculture

Georgina Eckermann

Rowan Ramsay MP
School Community Award

Temika Hier

2021 - PRESENTATION EVENING

2021 - PRESENTATION EVENING

RIVERTON SCHOOL COMMUNITY LIBRARY NEWS
9 December 2021

Follow us on Facebook at Riverton School Community Library.

HAVE YOU TRIED
BORROWBOX?
Perfect for the Christmas/New Year break—
another free service for LibrariesSA members.
BorrowBox is a collection of eBooks and eAudiobooks available any time. Just download the app
to your phone or device, and log in with your
borrower number and PIN. Or for your PC, go
to riverton.borrowbox.com
There are titles for adults, teens and children—
a great option for long car trips with the family!
Need help getting started? Call in to the Library, or
check out the clip on our Facebook page.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY CRAFT PACKS (Available in January)
FREE craft packs will be available from the Library for children aged between
approximately 4 and 10. One pack per child.
Call in for your child's pack after January 4.
We also have board games, puzzles and craft supplies available all the time
in the Library for DIY entertainment.
And don’t forget there is also FREE Wi-Fi and computer access for LibrariesSA members.

Not a member yet? No problem, joining the public library system is FREE and takes only a few
minutes. All we need are your details and some photo ID, such as your drivers licence.
RDHS students are automatically signed on to One Card, but if you have younger
children, why not call in and get them a library card too?
Library membership gives you access to over 3 million items from public libraries
throughout SA, free access to digital collections of books, audiobooks and magazines
through the Libby, Borrowbox and PressReader apps, hundreds on online training
videos through LyndaLibrary, and also free access on your own device to Ancestry
Library.
And you can access these free services at home through the LibrariesSA app!

HOLIDAY READING
Some great new Middle Teen and Teen

Fiction novels have arrived! School might
be finished, but the Library is open as usual
apart from the Christmas closure, so call in
some time and check them out.

In this riveting story of murder, secrets, and tragedy,

Jennifer Mathieu reimagines S. E. Hinton's The Outsiders from a female
perspective. Bad Girls Never Say Die has all the drama and heartache of that
teen classic, but with a feminist take just right for our times.

Library Christmas Closure
The Riverton Library will close at
5pm on Wednesday 23 December 2021
and will re-open at
2pm on Tuesday 4 January 2022
Our After Hours Box will be open for returns during this closure.

School Holiday Hours
Apart from the Christmas/New Year closure above,
Riverton Library will be open as usual
during the school holidays.
Tuesdays 2pm to 6pm
Wednesdays to Fridays 9am to 5pm
(closed 12.50pm to 1.40pm for lunch)
Saturdays 9am to 11am
(closed Mondays and Public Holidays)

There are still quite a few overdue text books and
Library books, especially for students in Years 11 and 12.
PLEASE RETURN ALL YOUR LIBRARY BOOKS NOW.
The Library will be open after the end of term, so call in
and return them any time, or use the After Hours
Returns Box if the Library is closed. If it’s a novel and you
want to keep it for a bit longer, just let us know so we
can extend it.
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS !
Merrill Thwaites
Elaine Kerrison

Library Manager
Community Library Assistant

