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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
29 Oct
7 Nov
8 – 11 Nov
10 Nov

LLN Test (TAFESA)
P&F Bunnings BBQ @ Gawler Green
PE Week
Yr 6/7Parent Teacher interviews
3:30pm – 6:30pm
15 Nov
Ag Sponsors Night – 5:30pm
22 & 23 Nov
Year 11 Exams
23 Nov
Year 7 Transition
24 Nov
Year 6 Transition
24 Nov
Governing Council – 7pm
29 Nov – 2 Dec Year 8 Camp
29 Nov – 3 Dec Year 9 Rich Tasks
Year 10 Australian Business Week
5 Dec
P&F Bunnings BBQ @ Gawler Green
6 Dec – 10 Dec Activities Week
10 Dec
Last Day Term 4
Acting Principals Report
Welcome to Term 4. It already feels as if we have
packed so much into 12 days of school! Staff have
been involved in various whole school and
individual training including:
•
Differentiation (session 2) – exploring the
methods that teachers use to extend the
knowledge and skills of every student in every
class, regardless of their starting point.
•
Freshstart – A phonics based literacy
intervention program, which supports secondary
students who have not yet ‘cracked the code’ of
reading.
•
Mathscraft – doing maths like a research
mathematician
“engaging
humans
with
mathematical thought”.
•
Daymap – looking at how curriculum areas
can use Daymap more effectively to support
assessment and reporting.
Week 2 began with the Year 8/9 Boys Basketball
competition at Balaklava, with the boys enjoying
some good wins; a very successful night of ParentTeacher Interviews on Tuesday evening; the
second round of Stage 2 SACE external
assessments were due Thursday; on Friday we
finished the week off with a very successful Year
12 Good Luck Assembly. The students appeared
to have a good time performing some harmless
pranks, wearing modified school attire and enjoying
morning tea provided by teachers in the staff room.
After recess, students were back to work. The Year
12 Food and Hospitality class prepared a meal (it

was delicious) as part of their school assessment
and other students continued with their subject
requirements.
Traditionally, the Friday of week 2, Term 4, is the
last ‘teaching day’ for year 12 students followed by
a week of swat vat to prepare for exams across
weeks 4 and 5 (a 3-hour exam for every subject in
my day, mind you that was last Century!). Today’s
SACE is very different with many subjects
continuing until week 5, and external assessments
taking the form of investigations, examinations,
performances or products. Whilst some Year 12
students have completed all of their subject
requirements, others continue to work hard to
complete outstanding tasks and prepare for exams.
All external examinations are next week,
commencing with Essential Mathematics on
Monday 1 November.
One major change to our calendar is the timing of
the Year 10 Graduation. This event has been
moved to coincide with our annual Presentation
Night on Tuesday 7 December; this will give the
whole school a greater opportunity to celebrate
student success for the first three years of student
secondary schooling.
VET
We currently have 12 students enrolled in 2022
VET (Vocational Educational and Training)
courses, with two pending for enrolment this year
and two students who have expressed interest in
commencing training in Semester 2 next year.
Student interest is varied, with nine courses to be
accessed across seven industries. We have new
enrolments in the following courses for VET in
2022:
•
Certificate 2 Automotive Servicing (TafeSA
– RDHS)
•
Certificate 2 Construction Pathways
(TafeSA – Kapunda High School)
•
Certificate 3 Early Childhood Education and
Care (ACCCO – Smithfield)
•
Certificate 2 in Kitchen Operations (CEG –
Auburn Hub)
•
Certificate 3 Information, Digital Media and
Technology (Thebarton Senior College – online)
•
Certificate 3 Screen and Media (Academy
of Interactive Entertainment – online)
•
Certificate 3 Information Technology (AIE –
online)

•
Certificate 2 Engineering Pathways
(TafeSA – Barossa)
•
Certificate 3 Rural Operations (RST –
Balaklava)
The new process for securing a place in a VET
place includes a Language, Literacy and Numeracy
test (LLN). These are administered by the
delivering RTO (Registered Training Organisation).
Some of our students have already completed this
testing. Our eight TafeSA students will complete
this on Friday 29 October, on site and online.
We have many events on our Calendar for the last
6 weeks of the 2021 school year including:
Bunnings BBQ on Sunday 7 November –
organised by our Parents and Friends committee
(helpers welcome); PE week in week 5; 6/7 Parent
Teacher Interviews (for new students) on
Wednesday evening, 10 November and our Ag
Sponsors Night on Monday 15 November, week 6.
Kathy will be back at the helm start of week 5.
Congratulations to Jess Gardner and her husband
Ashley on the safe arrival of their son Leo and to
Kathy Champion on the arrival of another
grandchild, Matilda Jane. Condolences to Wayne
Bloffwitch, our TafeSA Automotive Lecturer who
recently lost his mother. Best wishes to Mr Dhirori
who will be on long service leave for four weeks,
commencing in week 5 and Mrs Packer who will be
on leave in weeks 5 to 7. Ms Meek continues to
enjoy her time in Tasmania despite the snap lock
down throwing a ‘spanner in the works’.

Wishing our farming families a smooth hay-baling
season and bumper harvest. Good luck to all year
12 students as they enter the final days of their
Year 12 commitments, in particular for the exams
next week.
KIM SCOTT,
ACTING PRINCIPAL

WOOL, WINE & WHEAT COUNTRY EDUCATION
FUND
Year 12 students are reminded that they have the
opportunity to apply for a Wool, Wine & Wheat
Country Education Fund Scholarship.
The fund was established to provide much needed
financial assistance and support to local youth to
help them achieve their post high school education,
training and vocation aspirations. This is in
recognition that the cost of rural students pursuing
their post high school goals is often much greater
than those of their metropolitan counterparts and
that sometimes these costs can be prohibitive.
Apply at: https://cef.org.au/foundations/clarevalley/
Applications close on 31st October
SCIENCE SNIPPET
Three enthusiastic year 9 Science students
examining their practical experiment. They were
investigating how different concentrations of
saltwater effect the rate of rusting on nails.

YEAR 5/6/7 TRANSITION VISITS TO RDHS
In week 10 last term, we welcomed students in
Years 5, 6 and 7 from our local feeder primary
schools to visit RDHS and engage in a half day
transition program, giving them ‘a taste of high
school’. Students arrived during recess time and
participated in some ‘getting to know you’ games,
followed by an Art, Agriculture and Home
Economics lesson. An advantage of being a small,
country high school is that we are able to facilitate
extra transition events with younger students to
start familiarising them with the high school
environment, making their eventual transition to
high school less stressful and more successful.
Thank you to the RDHS students who helped
throughout the transition visits, either by supporting
different classes, participating in games & helping
the students find their way around the school during
the day. A big thank you to our SSOs who
supported the different lessons, and to our team of
teachers, James Butler, Milly Hoffman, Kim Foulis
and Matt Norman, who designed some really
engaging lessons for the primary school students.
We look forward to another busy term of transition
events as we get closer to welcoming a double
cohort of students to RDHS next year!

TRANSITION UPDATE
As the 2021 school year is rapidly coming to an end, we are busy preparing for a double cohort
(approximately 65 students) to start with us at RDHS next year. Our transition schedule was
established at the start of the year and communicated to all of our local primary schools, and we are
now down to the last few events that are scheduled for term 4.

* To occur in weeks 3 & 4.
Day/times negotiated by email.
Wednesday week 5

Tuesday week 7 (full school day)
Wednesday week 7 (full school day)

Term 4
Visits to PS by Coordinator
 Visit student in class to build connection
before transition days
PT Interviews with 2022 Year 7/8 staff
 Opportunity to meet & discuss specific
information/concerns/needs for individual
students
Year 7 transition day (2022 Year 8s)
Year 6 transition day (2022 Year 7s)

Over the next few weeks I will be visiting schools to meet with year 6 & 7 students to discuss any
questions they might have about starting high school, as well as getting them to create a ‘passport’
about themselves that can be shared with RDHS staff. All of this information, along with information
shared with us from the primary schools is contributing to an informative learner profile for each
student, to support us in our planning & preparation for next year.
Lisa Harrison
Transition Coordinator

2022 MATERIALS & SERVICES CHARGES
The proposed Materials and Services Charges for 2022 has been determined and will now be tabled
for discussion at the next Governing Council meeting, (a copy is included in this Newsletter).This will
be held on Wednesday 24 November at 7:00pm in the Meeting Room at Riverton & District High
School, where approval will be sought for the said charges.
All parents/caregivers are invited to attend this meeting to offer their response or views on the new
charges.
In lieu of attending this meeting, parents/caregivers/independent students can express their views in
writing to Graham Fisher Chairperson of the Governing Council, prior to the meeting.
If you have a query of a general nature, and cannot attend the Governing Council meeting, please
contact either myself or Kathy Champion, Principal during office hours Mon– Fri 8:30am – 4:00pm via
email dl.0795.finance@schools.sa.edu.au or phone 88472202.
Julie Johnson
Business Manager

Riverton and District High School - 0795
Notice of Materials and Services Charges for 2022
Notice of Charges for Years 7 - 12
COST ($)

HEADING

ITEMS AND SERVICES

Printed and electronic materials
related to the educational program
and which are provided for the
student

Workbooks
Text Book Hire / E-Book Access
Photocopied Material
SUBTOTAL (ZPREM )

$10.00
$10.00
$48.00
$68.00

Stationery items that are provided
for the student

Stationery Items
School Diary
Other [please Specify]
SUBTOTAL (ZSTAT)

$33.00
$13.00
$0.00
$46.00

Materials and Services that are
provided by the school for the
student to consume or use the
materials or take ownership of a
finished article produced by the
student with the materials

Access to Student Information
Technology
Access to Machinery
Access to Equipment
Curriculum/Subject Supplies and
Services
Other [please Specify]
Other [please Specify]
SUBTOTAL (ZACMS)

$15.00
$25.00
$137.00
$25.00
$0.00
$0.00
$202.00

Materials for inclusion in the school Library resources including access
library and to enable use by the
to borrowing library resources
student
SUBTOTAL (ZACLI)
Total Materials and Services Charge (excluding Subject Charges)

$18.00
$18.00
$334.00

These subject charges are in addition to the Materials and Services Charge above for
those students undertaking the following subjects.
Subject Description
Yr 9/10 Tech Studies Per Semester
Yr 9/10 Home Ec Studies Per Semester
Yr 11/12 Tech Studies Per Semester
Yr 11/12 Home Ec Studies Per Semester

Cost ($)

$20.00
$20.00
$45.00
$45.00
$0.00

YEAR 12 FAREWELL
Last Friday we wished our Year 12 class of 2021
good luck for their final tasks and upcoming exams.
The day was a great representation of our current
group of Year 12 students and it was great to see
so many family members there to enjoy the
celebrations.
The day started with some well thought out ‘muck
up’ pranks which were both humorous and
harmless. This included movement of furniture,
posters around the school representing teacher’s
mannerisms, teacher office renovations and lots of
glitter. This was followed by a Good Luck Assembly
where students were introduced with their favourite
memories of their time at RDHS and several
students gave extended speeches on their
memories and words of advice for future year 12s.
Students were then given a guard of honour by
students and staff to the Staff Room where they
were provided with a generous morning tea spread
by staff.
The class of 2021 are a laid back, humorous and
compassionate group who have worked together to
ensure they have had a great final year of school.
They have had their ups and downs, although can
now see the light at the end of the tunnel. Over the
upcoming 2-3 weeks students will be diligently
completing final tasks and preparing for exams.
Teachers are going above and beyond in
supporting our year 12’s through extra lessons to
ensure they have the best chance of success.
The group are going a range of different ways with
their pathway post school- we have students going
to university, into apprenticeships, working on
family farms or businesses and some who plan to
work and travel next year. We wish our 2021 year
12 students all the best for their final few weeks of
schooling and for their future. We know they will do
well and hope they leave RDHS with fond
memories that they will reflect on forever.
All the best year 12s, we will miss you.

‘Graduation is an exciting time.
It is both an ending
and a beginning.
It’s warm memories of the past
and big dreams for the future.’
Matt Norman
Wellbeing Coordinator

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE
In week 10 of Term 3, Year 10 students undertook
a week of Work Experience in an industry of
interest. This is an incredibly valuable experience
for our students, and we extend our thanks to all of
the employers who helped our students experience
a range of employment options. Feedback from
employers was overwhelmingly positive, and
students learned a lot! The week of work
experience formed an essential part student’s
Personal Learning Plan program.
Students are now reflecting on their week, and
making further decisions as to where they want to
go in the future. Students were able to think, after
some ‘hands on experience’, about whether they
are interested in pursuing this career. For some
students, it solidified their career pathway, but for
others, some discovered that they were not wellsuited to the industry and are now able to think
about the next step in their future plans. Students
have shared their experiences below:

taking to people. I learned that I really like cooking,
but I don’t think it’s the career for me. I am going to
try work experience in metal fabrication next.”
Connor Schiller,
Emporium Bakehouse.

“I think people who aren’t in child care don’t realise
how hard it is. When you are there you have to be
engaged all the time. Little kids need a lot of
emotional support and they like to hold your hand.
Overall, I had a great week, but it made me think
about my future career. I have learnt I would not be
able to deal with them every single day. It needs a
lot of personal and social skills, and you need to be
very patient. I would like to try working with older
kids.”
Isla Parker,
Saddleworth Early Learning Centre.

Lexi Champion
PLP Teacher
“Work experience was everything I expected and
more. I got to understand vehicles better and I did
a bit of everything – from tyre balancing to pulling
apart a whole engine on the first day which was
awesome. I learnt so much just in the first day of
being there!”
Michael Heathfield,
Kapunda Diesel Mechanics.

“From doing my work experience I feel that I have
gained a lot of knowledge and different skills. At the
start of my work experience I didn’t know how to
service cars, I didn’t know how to fix tyres and
change tyres because I’ve never done that before.
I feel more confident of doing work by myself and
also, I know when to ask for help and how to ask
for help.”
Jayden Mullan,
The Bridge Garage

“Work experience wasn’t what I expected. I’ve
always wanted to work in hospitality, and I loved my
experience at the Emporium Bakehouse. I gained
many experiences such as working independently,
using common sense, being friendly in public and

“Before undertaking work experience I had a
completely different view of the dentistry field but I
always knew that I wanted to further my knowledge
about becoming a dentist and consider it for my
career pathway. I had the opportunity to learn about
taking and examining x-rays and communicating
with patients (being very friendly and making them
feel comfortable). I especially enjoyed learning
about the different procedures, such as cleanings,
extractions, implants, fillings and creating moulds. I
am definitely looking at a pathway into dentistry and
I hope to get an apprenticeship as a dental
assistant.”
Layne Baker,
Riverton Dental and Implants.

YEAR 10 GRADUATION
This year, students have decided that they would
prefer not to hold a separate Year 10 Graduation
Assembly this term.
Instead, the students will be presented with their
Graduation Top and Certificate as part of the
Presentation Night on Tuesday 7 th December.
Hazel Greatbanks
Year 10 Coordinator

Milly Hoffmann
Ag Teacher
RDHS Products available at the Riverton Deli

What’s cooking in agriculture?

Local products they’ve produced in their Ag studies
all money from products sold go back to the school.

Miss Hier has made some delicious meals using the
produce from the RDHS Farm; snow peas, peas and
kale grown by the Year 9s!

Come have a browse at these quality school
products produced and packed by this year's
students.

The Year 9s’ have been busy.
Putting nets on the fruit trees.
Picking snow peas and strawberries 🍓
How many snow peas did we pick?

We think it looks great!

Interoception Parent/Caregiver
Information Session
Dear Parents/Caregivers,
I am offering an information session to parents/caregivers as an introduction
to interoception. This is being offered to ALL parent/caregivers, no matter the
school that your child/children attend.
All schools and kindergartens in the Mid North and Lower Mid North areas are
implementing interoception in classes site wide therefore, your child will know
about interoception.
Benefits of teaching interoception:
 To help children connect to and learn to understand their own bodies and
emotions.
 It provides children with the tools to know when they are developing
emotional reactions and the skills to be in control of those reactions.
 Classrooms where interoception is being taught have decreasing
behavioural challenges and increases of positive wellbeing and prosocial
behaviours.

If you would like to know more:
Monday, 1st November, 7pm at Riverton & District High School. Please meet at
the front office to QR code into the school.
To make your booking or receive more information please contact: Deanne
Bowden, 0438 875 903 (text message is appropriate).
Deanne.bowden709@schools.sa.edu.au – preferred contact method

PARENTS & FRIENDS BBQ
RDHS Parents & Friends do an amazing job of fundraising
throughout the year and their efforts have contributed to
various school activities and faculties over the years. They
have supported things such as, Year Level camps, Year 12
Formal, Year 12 Room utilities, sporting equipment, Royal
Show activities and various items as requested by SRC
throughout the year. Some of the fundraising will be directed
towards the Year 7s in 2022.
RDHS P&F next Bunnings BBQs will be held at Bunnings
Gawler Green on the following dates for 2021:
•

Sunday 7th November

•

Sunday 5th December

VOLUNTEERS - If Parents and/or Students would like to volunteer to help out on either of these dates, for
the 8:00am – 12:30pm or 12:30 – 4:00pm sessions, your help would be greatly appreciated.
If you would like to help out or find out more about Parents and Friends Association, please call Wendy on
0401 510 889.

RIVERTON SCHOOL COMMUNITY LIBRARY NEWS
28 October 2021

Follow us on Facebook at Riverton School Community Library.

CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY ADELAIDE
Congratulations to our four CUA graduates for 2021:

Joe Sommerville
Ed Sommerville

Mitchell Haley
Sam Haley
All four boys achieved much more than the base level of 30 hour of out of school learning
required to graduate—a great effort! The graduation ceremony will be held at Bonython Hall,
University of Adelaide, on Monday 1 November.
If you are interested in this terrific program, watch out for information on our Facebook page
and the school newsletter in early Term 1 2022.

SENIOR STUDENTS
PLEASE REMEMBER
TO RETURN ALL
YOUR TEXT BOOKS
AND
LIBRARY BOOKS
WHEN YOU HAVE
FINISHED WITH
THEM.

It’s no fun being stuck at
home due to illness, injury
or infirmity! If you know
someone who could use our
Home Delivery Service,
please call the Library so we
can assess their eligibility.

DID YOU KNOW?
During the great Depression of
the 1930s, The Pack Horse
Library Initiative enlisted rural
Kentucky's librarians to deliver
materials to geographically isolated citizens. These librarians
would load their saddlebags (or
pillowcases) with up to one hundred books and then ride their
horses and mules throughout
the mountains, covering 100120 miles per week.

RIVERTON LIBRARY
GARDEN CLUB
NEXT MEETING:
THURSDAY
NOVEMBER 4
5PM TO 6PM
We will be visiting a local
garden.
Call the Library on
88472414 for the address.
ALL KEEN GARDENERS
WELCOME!

Happy reading
and viewing!
Merrill Thwaites
Library Manager
Elaine Kerrison
Community Library
Assistant

