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PLANNING YOUR COURSE 

INTRODUCTION  
 
Welcome to Senior Secondary school and to the South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) 
Riverton & District High School is committed to providing flexible and relevant programmes for Year 10, 11 and 12 
students. This book has been prepared specifically to give you information about Senior Secondary Education:  SACE Stage 
1 and Stage 2 courses, and Vocational Education and Training (VET) certificate courses to help you plan specific pathways 
to the future.  

Subjects and courses offered in this book will only be offered if sufficient student numbers enrol and if there is staff 
available. On occasions, and depending on individual student educational pathway, Open Access courses can be chosen. 
Open Access delivers a wide range of SACE and VET courses online (internet) and through the mail service. Specific 
conditions and approvals apply if students wish to take up this option.  

The emphasis in Senior Secondary Education is for you to: 
• Satisfy the requirements and become eligible for the SACE  
• Acquire prerequisites for entry into future courses of study and/or careers of interest to you 
• Gain skills which will assist you to secure employment 
• Develop areas in which you have particular interests, skills and abilities 
• Prepare for life as an adult in the community 
• Enjoy learning  
• Strive for excellence in all your pursuits 

SACE Board www.sace.sa.edu.au  Torrens University  www.torrens.edu.au 

SATAC www.satac.edu.au  Endeavour College  www.endeavour.edu.au 

TAFESA www.tafesa.edu.au  Academy of Interactive Entertainment  www.aie.edu.au 

Adelaide University www.adelaide.edu.au  Tabor Adelaide   www.taboradelaide.edu.au 

Flinders University www.flinders.edu.au  Defence Force Recruiting  www.defencejobs.gov.au 

University of South Australia www.unisa.edu.au  Australian Nursing and Midwifery www.anmfsa.org.au 

Charles Darwin University  www.cdu.edu.au  Foundation Education www.foundationeducation.edu.au 

CQ University Australia www.cqu.edu.au   

 
 
 
The choices you make in Stage 1 will affect Stage 2 and you need to make careful and considered decisions based on: 

• Employment and future study that you are interested in 
• What qualifications do you need 
• Do you have the necessary prerequisites and experiences at Year 10 or Stage 1 

Students and parents are responsible for their choices and advice can be obtained from Home Group and Subject 
Teachers, Year Level Coordinators and the Senior School Leader. Consider the following points in your planning. 

Students’ subject selections should be based on the following considerations: academic ability, personal interests, teacher 
recommendations, employment goals and future study plans.  

Your career path: 
• What vocations/career interest you? 
• What are the skills, experience and learning requirements for these vocations? 

www.careerone.com.au is an excellent website for students to research and identify a range of vocations that might suit 
you.  

 

http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/
http://www.torrens.edu.au/
http://www.satac.edu.au/
http://www.endeavour.edu.au/
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/
http://www.aie.edu.au/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/
http://www.taboradelaide.edu.au/
http://www.flinders.edu.au/
http://www.defencejobs.gov.au/
http://www.unisa.edu.au/
http://www.cdu.edu.au/
http://www.foundationeducation.edu.au/
http://www.cqu.edu.au/
http://www.careerone.com.au/


 

OPEN ACCESS AND LOCAL DELIVERY 

The future: 
• Do you need to have qualifications at either TAFE or University? 
• What are the future prospects or opportunities in that career? 

Meeting the SACE requirements 
Students must meet Stage 1 and Stage 2 SACE requirements (see figure 1) 

• Students need a minimum of 200 credits to achieve the SACE. 
• Most 10 credit subjects are studied over 1 semester and all 20 credit subjects are studied over 2 semesters. 
• Students need to achieve a C grade or higher for Stage 1 requirements and a C grade or higher for Stage 2 

requirements to achieve the SACE. 

South Australian Universities and Charles Darwin University operate schemes designed to provide students from under-
represented or educationally disadvantaged schools or backgrounds with assistance in gaining access to undergraduate 
courses/programs. Two schemes will apply for entry to university courses. The schemes are the Universities Equity 
Scheme and the Universities Language, Literacy and Mathematics Bonus Scheme. The schemes are administered by 
SATAC. These schemes provide students with a designated number of bonus points to a maximum of 9 points.  

Riverton and District High School students qualify for equity points for 2022 (5 points). Under the SA Language, Literacy 
and Mathematics Bonus Scheme, students will be awarded two points, up to a maximum of four points, for successfully 
(C- or better) completing any of the following subjects: 

• 20 credit LOTE subjects 
• English and English Literary Studies 
• Specialist Mathematics and Mathematical Methods 

The scheme will apply to all courses offered by Charles Darwin University, Flinders University, The University of Adelaide, 
University of South Australia, Tabor College of Higher Education and Torrens University Australia except; Clinical 
Sciences/Medicine at Flinders and Charles Darwin and Medicine/Surgery and Veterinary Bioscience at the University of 
Adelaide. For more information visit www.satac.edu.au/universities-bonus-schemes  

SATAC adds bonus points to the university aggregate and a revised ATAR is calculated. More information regarding access 
schemes and bonus points for each of the universities can be found in the SATAC Tertiary Entrance guide, alternatively 
students can visit the various university websites to calculate their entitlement.  

 
 
 
The Open Access College provides courses for students who are unable for any reason to attend normal face-to-face 
classes with a teacher.  

Students have one lesson per week with their teacher over the telephone. Sometimes this may include a computer link 
up as well as the telephone link. For the other four lessons students work on assignments set by the College using course 
materials that they provide.  

Students will be enrolled in Open Access courses subject to approval; after negotiation with students, families and course 
counsellors. Senior students at Riverton and District High School can enrol in Open Access subjects when we are unable 
to run a class due to small numbers and the student needs to do a subject (prerequisite/assumed knowledge) for entry 
into their preferred pathway and we do not offer that subject. A student can enrol in one Open Access subject only, unless 
a subject is a prerequisite or assumed knowledge subject for a tertiary course. The Open Access College Curriculum 
Handbook for 2022 is available online. Visit www.openaccess.edu.au  

Local Delivery is another option we will explore if we are unable to provide Year 12 students with their preferred subjects 
in a face-to-face mode. Local Delivery involves being part of a class that is taught by a teacher in a nearby school and 
delivered using eLearning technologies (phone, video, internet linkages) with 3 – 5 scheduled lessons per week. Local 
Delivery options vary greatly from year to year. We will investigate this option during the counselling process with 
students and families.  

http://www.satac.edu.au/universities-bonus-schemes
http://www.openaccess.edu.au/


 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS  

Reference has been made to the Tertiary Entrance Booklet 2022  2023  2024  SATAC publications - SATAC. Students in 
Years 10, 11, and 12 can use this booklet to help them make subject choices in school that fit their future study goals

AQF Australian Qualifications Framework 

SBATs 
School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships – includes part-time paid work, Certificate of Training 
(VET competencies) and School. Students complete an ASBA whilst they are enrolled in school. Vet 
competencies are recognised as part of their SACE (stage 1 or 2 depending on qualification). 

ATAR 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank – an indicator of how well a student has performed relative to other 
students who have qualified for a university aggregate. It is used by universities to determine whether 
school leavers are competitive enough to be selected for a place in various courses. 

Assumed Knowledge 

Background knowledge in a SACE stage 1 or 2 subject, or an identified skill, that a student is expected 
to have to enhance the student’s understanding of the content of a given tertiary course. Student are 
still eligible to apply for a course if they have not studied an assumed knowledge subject, however they 
may find that they need to do a bridging course to meet the academic demands of the intended course. 

Bonus Points Schemes Bonus points to assist students to gain access into university. 

Credits Students earn credits for a completed subject. One semester equates to 10 credits. Students must 
complete 200 credits to gain their SACE. 

FIP Flexible Industry Pathways – 26 Industry Pathways that have been identified by the Industry Skills 
Council for funding in 2022. (Replaces TGSS – Training Guarantee for SACE Students funding.) 

Flexible Option The final 20 credits of study contributing to the university aggregate or TAFESA selection score. 

NTCET Northern Territory Certificate of Education and Training 

PLP Personal Learning Plan. A compulsory stage 1, 10 credit subject usually studied in year 10. 

Precluded (subject) 
combination 

A named pair of stage 2 subjects which cannot both be counted when calculating the University or TAFE 
aggregate. Two subjects are a precluded combination if they are defined by the Universities and TAFESA 
as having significant overlap in content. 

Prerequisite (subject) A TAS subject in which a student must gain a minimum ‘C-’ grade or better to be eligible for selection 
into a university course for which the prerequisite has been nominated. 

Recognised Community 
Learning 

Includes community developed programs and self-directed learning. Generally not recognised in 
calculation of a person’s ATAR.  

Recognised Studies Studies including VET awards approved by the SACE Board as counting towards the SACE and deemed 
by Universities and TAFE as being eligible to be included in the calculation of the ATAR. 

RTO Registered Training Organisation 

SACE South Australian Certificate of Education 

SATAC South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre – processes applications from persons seeking admission 
to courses, at tertiary institutions, listed in the SATAC guide. www.satac.edu.au  

Scaling A mathematical process which provides a basis for comparing performance in different SACE/NTCET 
Stage 2 subjects (and subject combinations). (Page 10 Tertiary Entrance Booklet)  

Semester A period of half a year of schooling – equivalent to 50 – 70 hours of programmed learning. 

STAT Special Tertiary Admissions Test. An alternative entry assessment tool, used by universities to assess a 
range of competencies. Applicants need to be 18 by February of the year they wish to attend university.  

Subject Achievement Score A score which represents the assessment of a student’s achievement in a SACE stage 2 subject. 

TABS TAFESA Assessment of Basic Skills. A series of multiple choice tests addressing literacy and numeracy; 
alternative for applicants to demonstrate they meet CAR for entry into a TAFE course. 

TAS Tertiary Admissible Subject. SACE Stage 2 subjects which have been approved by the Universities and 
TAFESA as providing appropriate preparation for tertiary studies. 

University Aggregate Ranges from 0 – 90. Calculated from the best scaled scores from three 20 credit TAS plus the best 30 
credits from various flexible options. (Tertiary Entrance Booklet) 

VET Vocational Education and Training 

VETRO VET Readiness Orientation (VETRO) is an upfront assessment, induction and orientation designed to 
ensure students’ readiness to commence a VET pathway. 

http://www.satac.edu.au/satac-publications
http://www.satac.edu.au/


 

SACE 

 
 

Overview: The SACE is awarded to students on the successful completion of 200 credits of study. There are a range of 
compulsory subjects across Stages 1 and 2, which must be completed at a C standard in order for the certificate to be 
awarded. There are a range of SACE Board approved complimentary programs which can contribute towards SACE 
achievement, such as VET and school based apprenticeship programs. Approved Community Learning programs, such as 
the Australian Music Examinations Board and the SA Country Fire Service can also contribute to SACE credits. Visit, 
www.sace.sa.edu.au/learning/community-learning.  

SACE stands for South Australian Certificate of Education. It is: 
• A qualification for entry into universities and further training 
• Recognised nationally and internationally 
• To be eligible for entry into almost all courses offered by South Australian Universities or Charles Darwin 

University in the Northern Territory, you must qualify for either the SACE or the NTCET. SACE/NTCET completion 
is also required for entry into many courses offered by TAFE SA.  

The SACE assists students to: 
• Develop capabilities needed for life and work in the twenty-first century 
• Gain high level VET qualifications for workforce 
• Gain entry into state, national and international universities 

By completing the SACE, students prepare for further learning, work and life by: 
• Building essential skills and knowledge 
• Making informed choices about future study and work, based on their strengths and interests 
• Gain a certificate that gives them a head-start on their pathway beyond school 

There are two ‘stages’ of the SACE: 
• Stage 1 is generally completed in Year 11 
• Stage 2 is generally completed in Year 12 

SACE requirements: 
• Students need 200 credits to achieve the SACE 
• Most 10 credit subjects are studied over one semester and most 20 credit subjects are studied over two semesters 
• For compulsory subjects students need to achieve a C- grade or higher  

Stage 1 and/or Stage 2 compulsory requirements: 
• Literacy – from a range of English subjects or courses – 20 credits 
• Numeracy – from a range of Mathematics subjects or courses – 10 credits 
• Personal Learning Plan – Stage 1 – 10 credits 
• Research Project – Stage 2 – 10 credits 
• Additional requirements – 90 credits from Stage 1 or 2 

Flexible pathways: 
• The SACE is flexible and caters for learning both in and outside of school 
• Students can combine study and part-time work, a traineeship or school-based apprenticeship 
• Students can receive credit for SACE subjects, VET, Community Learning and University Studies 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
• Students can earn SACE credits for successful completion of VET competencies 
• Students can learn on-the-job skills while working towards both the SACE and a VET qualification  
• VET options are available at both Stage 1 and Stage 2 

Community Studies and Integrated Learning 
Students who struggle with the academic requirements of a subject, may have the option of converting to Community 
Studies B; students will continue to study the course content of their SACE subject, however the external assessment 
requirements are modified. Community Studies does not contribute to an ATAR score. 
Many subjects can be delivered under the Integrated Learning banner to best meet the needs of the specific cohort. In 
2021, PE, Drama and Tourism were delivered as Integrated Learning. Integrated learning allows greater flexibility for task 
design whilst still following the documented SACE subject. Integrated Learning does contribute towards a student’s ATAR. 

http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/learning/community-learning


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use the SACE Planner to help you map and document your subjects for Year 10, 11 and 12. Decisions you make in Year 10 
may change in future years as you gain more experience, knowledge and understanding. It is important to have some 
flexibility; choosing just one option or pathway is unwise. Students should choose at least three career options they are 
interested in.  

Considering Vocation Education and Training (VET) courses 
There is a range of VET courses available to students to study as part of their Senior Secondary Education. Students can 
achieve a full or part VET qualification while at school and complete their SACE. VET training provides a number of career 
and learning pathways beyond; to direct employment, Apprenticeships and Traineeships, and further education in higher 
certificate courses and or University.  

Students undertaking a VET course are able to gain some SACE accreditation as part of the 200 points they require. Every 
70 hours of accredited VET training is equal to 10 SACE points. Depending on the certificate level of the VET course, SACE 
points gained could apply to either Stage 1 or Stage 2 level. 

VET courses are delivered in many ways; some are delivered on school sites by accredited staff employed by Registered 
Training Organisations (RTO).  In 2022, RDHS will again host Certificate 2 in Automotive Servicing. Our students can apply 
to enrol in VET courses hosted by RDHS or other schools; places are dependent on numbers. Students can also enrol with 
a local TAFE or other RTOs to access onsite or online learning.  

There are several conditions that apply when considering VET options. Students needs to be: 
• enrolled in Year 10, 11 or 12 and employed under a training contract, or  
• enrolled in Year 11, 12 or 13 and are 16 years of age or turning 16 in the current year of enrolment 

 and 
• are undertaking SACE 
• have completed a relevant preparatory VET pathway (includes: work placement, voluntary work, immersion 

activities). 
Please refer to the “Kapunda, Riverton, Eudunda, Nuriootpa, Balaklava, Burra and Clare Secondary Alliance Vocational  
Education and Training (VET)” booklet for more detailed information.  

Figure 1 



 

STAGE 1 & 2 SUBJECTS 
 

 

Students in Year 11 undertake a full program of SACE Stage 1 subjects (approximately 6 subjects or VET equivalent per 
Semester). Each Stage 1 subject completed earns 10 credits towards the SACE. Students will receive a grade from A to E 
for each subject. For compulsory subjects, they will need to achieve a C grade or better.  

Stage 1 Subjects 
• Agriculture  
• Biology  
• Chemistry 
• Drama 
• English 
• Essential English 
• Food & Hospitality  
• Home Economics ** 
• Health & Wellbeing 
• Integrated Learning 

– Peer Support 
• History  
• Material Solutions – 

Metal 

 
• Material Solutions – 

Wood 
• Essential Mathematics  
• General Mathematics  
• Mathematics 
• Physical Education 
• Physics 
• Psychology 
• Society & Culture 
• Tourism 
• Visual Arts (Art &/or 

Design) 

Stage 2 Subjects 
• Agriculture 
• Biology 
• Chemistry 
• Drama 
• English 
• Essential English 
• Food & Hospitality  
• Home Economics ** 
• Health & Wellbeing 
• Material Solutions  
• Essential Mathematics  
• Modern History 

 
• General Mathematics  
• Mathematical Methods 
• Physical Education 
• Physics 
• *Research Project  
• Society & Culture 
• Tourism 
• Visual Art 
• Workplace Practices 

*can be studied in Yr 11 or 12 
** Integrated Learning 

 

 

The courses listed above will only be offered if sufficient student numbers choose them. Students who require a subject 
for their future pathway not offered by the school may choose an Open Access subject. Some conditions apply and 
students will need to discuss their request for Open Access subjects with their Coordinator and Senior School Leader.  

Students are able to choose any of the subjects offered by the school, subject to their proposed pathway beyond school. 
The Research Project is a compulsory Stage 2 subject, worth 10 credits. Students will need to gain a C Grade or higher in 
the Research Project to achieve the SACE.  

The Research Project gives students the opportunity to study an area of interest in depth. It allows students to use their 
creativity and initiative, while developing the research and presentation skills they will need in further study or work. In 
addition to the Research Project, students must achieve at least 60 credits in their choice of Stage 2 subjects or courses.  

Stage 2 Subject Choice 
At Stage 2, each student must include at least three, two semester subjects or alternative courses e.g. VET Auto. Students 
must check that they have the necessary prerequisites for any study beyond school. All Year 12 students are encouraged 
to study the equivalent of four, two semester subjects. However, this can be renegotiated by considering a student’s 
other commitments, e.g. a student completing regular Work Experience, School Based Apprenticeships or TAFE studies 
with a modified school programme.  

Stage 2 Assessment 
Stage 2 assessment in each subject will be 70% school based, with the remaining 30% being assessed externally e.g. an 
exam, research report or an investigation etc. Central Moderation will confirm that school based assessment levels are 
consistent with each subject’s performance standards.  

In preparation for successful completion of Stage 2 Physics, Chemistry or Mathematics, students are strongly advised to 
complete a full year of the respective subject at Stage 1 level. Students wishing to complete Stage 2 Mathematical 
Methods are strongly encouraged to study three semesters of Stage 1 Maths (A, B and C). The study of Specialist 
Mathematics in Year 12 requires students to study four semesters of Mathematics at Year 11 (A, B, C and D). It is probable 
that Mathematics C and D will be delivered via Open Access, however, as with all Open Access subjects, students will be 
assigned a mentor teacher to support them with the course content.  

A brief overview of the SACE was presented at our SACE information evening, including some subject specific information. 



 

AGRICULTURE 

 

 

 

 
 
The study of Agriculture and Horticulture provides students with the opportunity to develop skills in investigation design, 
practical techniques, communication, analysis and evaluation of information, and to obtain knowledge and understanding 
relevant to primary industries. Students investigate issues through topics related to animals, plants, fungi, micro-organisms, 
soils, climate, water, and/or technology, and in a local, national and/or global context. 

Experiments are a part of practical investigations in the study of Agriculture and Horticulture and may take place on farms or 
other relevant locations, and may use a variety of data-collecting procedures. 

Stage 1 Agriculture can be studied as one or two 10 credit subjects. Stage 2 Agriculture and Horticulture can be studied as 
a 10 or 20 credit subject, however it is highly recommended that students select this subject for a full year (20 credits) 
 
AGRICULTURE A & B Stage 1 1AGU10A/B 
Credits   10 

SACE recommendations: Satisfactory completion of Year 
10 Agriculture, practical work ethic. 

Content: Students study topics within one, or a 
combination of the following themes:  

The three strands of science to be integrated throughout 
this course: 

• Science inquiry skills 
• Science as a human endeavour 
• Science understanding 

The topics in Stage 1 Agriculture are: 
• Topic 1: Principles of Agriculture 
• Topic 2: Enterprise Management 

Semester 1:  Principles of Agriculture 
• Anatomy and Physiology 
• Plant and Animal Health 
• Agriculture Production Skills 
• Innovation and Technology 

Semester 2:  Livestock 
• Plant and animal Production 
• Marketing Methods 
• Business Planning 
• Environmental Management 

Assessment:  
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 

• Agriculture Explorations 
• Agriculture Reports  50% 
• Applications  50% 

 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION Stage 2 2AGD20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations:  Successful at stage 1.  

Preferred Knowledge and Skills: A good pass in at least one 
semester of Stage 1 Agriculture, or in another Stage 1 
Science subject, and sound practical skills. 

This subject focuses on the scientific and technological 
principles on which agricultural and horticultural 
management, practice, and production are based.  

The three strands of science to be integrated throughout 
student learning are: 

• Science inquiry skills 
• Science as a human endeavour 
• Science understanding 

The topics for Stage 2 Agricultural Production are: 
• Topic 1: Animal Production  
• Topic 2: Plant Production  
• Topic 3: Resource Management  
• Topic 4: Agribusiness 

Three agricultural reports: two with a practical focus, 
including one with individual student design, and one with 
a focus on science as a human endeavour 

• Three applications tasks 
• One production investigation 

Assessment: 
School Assessment  70% 

• Type 1: Agricultural Reports  30% 
• Type 2: Applications  40% 

External Assessment  30% 
• Type 3: Production Investigation  

 
 
 

Stage 1: Agriculture A 

Stage 1: Agriculture B 

Stage 2: Agricultural 
Production 



 

ART 

   

 

 
 
Stage 1 Visual Arts can be studied as one or two 10 credit subjects. At Stage 2, students can complete 20 credits of either 
Visual Arts – Art or Visual Arts – Design (or both), however, only one can be included for the calculation of a student’s ATAR 
(precluded combination).  

Students research, analyse, explore and experiment with media and techniques, and resolve and produce practical work. 
They use visual thinking and investigation to develop ideas and concepts, refine technical skills, and produce imaginative 
solutions. Students learn to communicate personal ideas, beliefs, values, thoughts, feelings, concepts and opinions, and 
provide observations of their lived or imagined experiences in visual form. 

The broad area of Art encompasses both artistic and crafting methods and outcomes. The processes of creation include the 
initiation and development of ideas, research, analysis, and exploration, experimentation with media and techniques, and 
resolution and production of practical work. 

The broad area of Design encompasses communication and graphic design, environmental design, and product design. It 
emphasises a problem-solving approach, and the development of visual representation skills to communicate resolutions. 
 

ART – VISUAL ARTS – ART  Stage 1 1VAA10 
ART – VISUAL ARTS – DESIGN  Stage 1 1VAD10 
Credits   10 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge 
for this course. 

Content: In Visual Arts, students express ideas through 
practical work using drawings, sketches, diagrams, models, 
prototypes, photographs and/or audio-visual techniques 
leading to resolved pieces. Students have opportunities to 
research, understand and reflect upon visual art works in 
their cultural and historical contexts.  

Stage 1 Art includes the development of ideas, research, 
analysis and experimentation with media and techniques 
resulting in high quality practical work. Students complete 
a visual study looking at the work of famous artists, study 
and use art principles then complete a major practical. 
Stage 1 Design includes graphic and communication design, 
architecture and product design. It emphasises refining the 
problem, problem solving approaches, the generation of 
solutions and/or concepts and skills to communicate 
resolutions. Students design a sustainable building and 
make a model, develop a font, then finish with free choice 
practical. 

Assessment 
• Folio – the planning and design work 
• Practical – the finished works of Art/Design 
• Visual study – a combined research and practical 

unit  

Further information:  
Students will be required to have an A3 sketchbook and 
drawing materials. 

ART – VISUAL ARTS – ART  Stage 2 2VAA20 
ART – VISUAL ARTS – DESIGN  Stage 2 2VAD20 
Credits   20 

SACE recommendations: Completion of at least one unit of 
Stage 1 Visual Arts. 

Content: Students express their ideas through practical 
work using drawings, sketches, diagram, models, 
prototypes, photographs and/or audio visual techniques 
leading to resolved pieces. Students have opportunities to 
research, understand and reflect upon visual art works in 
their cultural and historical contexts. Art practical work 
may take any of the following forms: film, animation, 
installation, assemblage, digital imaging, painting, drawing, 
mixed media, printmaking, photography, wood, plastic or 
metal fabrication, sculpture, ceramics and/or textiles. 
Design practical work includes the broad areas of product 
design, environmental design, graphic design or visual 
communication. Students choose the content of each of 
their two practicals from the areas of Art or Design and also 
complete a visual study combining research and practical 
work. Students are able to choose the medium method and 
themes for their work in order to have the most enjoyable 
and successful outcomes.  

Assessment: 
School Assessment: 70% 

• Folio 40% 
• Practical 30% 

External Assessment: 30% 
• Visual study  

Pathway: 
Successful completion of Visual Art leads to tertiary studies 
either at University or TAFE in art, craft and design.   

Stage 1: Visual Arts - Design Stage 2: Visual Arts - Design 

Stage 2: Visual Arts - Art Stage 1: Visual Arts - Art 



 

BIOLOGY 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Students learn about the cellular and overall structures and functions of a range of organisms. They have the opportunity to 
engage with the work of Biologists and to join and initiate debates about how biology impacts on their lives, on society and 
on the environment. Students design and conduct biological investigations and gather evidence from their investigations. As 
they explore a range of biology-related issues, students recognise that the body of biological knowledge is constantly 
changing and increasing through the applications of new ideas and technologies.  

Biology A and B are 10 credit subjects. Students wishing to undertake Stage 2 Biology the following year are strongly advised 
to enrol in Semester 1 – Biology A, alternatively successful completion of at least one semester of any Stage 1 Science subject 
is strongly recommended for successful transition into Stage 2 Biology. Stage 2 Biology is a full year, 20 credit subject which 
includes a 2 hour examination for its 30% external assessment component. 
  

BIOLOGY  Stage 1 1BGY10A/B 
Credits   10 

SACE recommendations: Satisfactory completion of at 
least one semester at year 10 Science. 

Content: 
The areas of study for Stage 1 Biology include: 

• Cellular biology  
• Infectious diseases 
• Organisms 
• Ecology 

Specifically, the Biology A course will include: 
• Scientific method 
• Cellular biology (incl. cancer and health issues) 
• Infectious diseases and the immune system 

Biology B course will feature: 
• Multicellular organisms and their functions 
• Ecosystems and biodiversity 

Assessment: 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 

• Investigations folio 
• Skills and application tasks 

Pathway: 
Knowledge of Stage 1 Biology is advised for further study in 
Stage 2 Biology. 

Further information:  
Excursions may be incorporated as compulsory aspects of 
this subject. 

BIOLOGY  Stage 2 2BGY20 
Credits  20 

SACE recommendations: Successful study of Stage 1 
Biology or Chemistry provides required background 
knowledge. 

Content: The study of Biology is constructed around inquiry 
into, and application of, understanding the diversity of life 
as it has evolved, the structure and function of living things, 
how they interact with their own and other species and 
their environments. In their study of Biology, students 
inquire into and explain biological phenomena and draw 
evidence based conclusions from their investigations into 
biology related issues, developments and innovations. 
They explore the dynamic nature of biological science and 
the complex ways in which science interacts with society, 
to think critically and creatively about possible scientific 
approaches to solving every day and complex problems and 
challenges.  

Content: 
• Topic 1: DNA and proteins 
• Topic 2: Cells as the basis of life 
• Topic 3: Homeostasis 
• Topic 4: Evolution   

Assessment: The following assessment types enable 
students to demonstrate their learning in Stage 2 Biology: 
School Assessment: 70% 

• Type 1: Investigations folio  30% 
• Type 2: Skills and applications tasks  40% 

External Assessment: 30% 
• Type 3: Examination  30% 

Pathway: Biology may be a prerequisite for a number of 
courses at University. 
 
 

Stage 1: Biology A 

Stage 1: Biology B 

Stage 2: Biology  



 

CHEMISTRY 
 

 
 
In Chemistry, students study the matter that makes up materials, and the properties, uses, means of production, and 
reactions of these materials. They undertake a critical study of the social and environmental impact of materials and chemical 
processes. Students consider how human beings make use of the earth's resources and the impact of human activities on 
the environment. They develop investigation skills, and an understanding of the physical world that enables them to be 
questioning, reflective, and critical thinkers. 
Stage 1 Chemistry 1 & 2 are 10 credit subjects. Chemistry 2 cannot be selected if Chemistry 1 has not been competed in 
Semester 1. A full year of Stage 1 Chemistry must be successfully completed for students to qualify for enrolment in Stage 2 
Chemistry. Stage 2 Chemistry is a full year, 20 credit subject; a 2 hour examination constitutes the external component of 
this subject.  
 

CHEMISTRY  Stage 1 1CEM10/20 
Credits 10/20 

SACE recommendations: Semester two requires successful 
completion of Semester one. 

Content: This subject involves studying matter, energy and 
investigating the composition of many substances from the 
physical and biological worlds.  

Topics:  
Chemistry 1: 

• Materials and their atoms  
• Combining atoms  
• Molecules  

Chemistry 2: 
• Mixtures and solutions  
• Acid and bases  
• Redox reactions  

Assessment: 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 

• Investigations folio 
• Skills and application tasks 

Pathway: 
A full year of study is necessary preparation for Stage 2 
Chemistry. Semester 1 would be useful preparation for 
other science-related studies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHEMISTRY  Stage 2 2CEM20 
Credits      20 

SACE recommendations: Completion of Stage 1 Chemistry 
1 and 2 provides required background knowledge. Stage 2 
Chemistry builds on the principles and concepts of 
chemistry introduced in Stage 1 Chemistry. 

Content: Science inquiry skills and science as a human 
endeavour are integral to students learning in this subject 
and are interwoven through the science understandings, 
which are organised into four topics. Using an inquiry 
approach to learning through observation, speculation, 
prediction, experimentation, analysis, evaluation and 
communication, students develop and extend their science 
inquiry skills and reinforce their understanding of science 
as a human endeavour.   

Topics and Subtopics: 
• Topic 1: Monitoring the Environment 
• Topic 2: Managing Chemical Processes 
• Topic 3: Organic and Biological Chemistry 
• Topic 4: Managing Resources 

Assessment: 
School Assessment: 70% 

• Type 1: Investigations folio  30% 
• Type 2: Skills and applications tasks  40% 

External Assessment: 30% 
• Type 3: Examination  30% 

Students provide evidence of their learning through eight 
assessments, including the External Assessment 
component.  
Students complete: 

• At least two practical investigations 
• One investigation with a focus on science as a 

human endeavour 
• At least three skills and applications tasks 
• One examination 

Pathway: 
Chemistry is a prerequisite for a number of courses at 
University such as Medicine and some Engineering courses. 

Stage 1: Chemistry 1 Stage 1: Chemistry 2 Stage 2: Chemistry  



 

DRAMA 
 

 
 
 

DRAMA  Stage 1 1DRM10/20 
Credits 10/20 

SACE recommendations: Experience in Drama in Year 9 
and 10. 

Content: This course enables students to work in small 
groups to develop performance pieces that are presented 
in late Term 3. 

• Part 1 – Presentation of Dramatic Works 
• Part 2 – Dramatic Theory and Practice 
• Part 3 – Individual Investigation and Presentation  

Assessment: 
Performance: 

• One major or two minor performances   40% 

Folio: 
• Theatre review 15% 
• Performance report 15% 

Investigation and Presentation: 
• Practitioner presentation  30% 

Further information:  
Some out of normal school hours rehearsals are required. 
There is also likely to be an excursion to Adelaide or 
another major centre to view a professional performance. 
There will be a cost for this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAMA  Stage 2 2DRM20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: It is assumed that students have 
had experience in Year 11 Drama.  

Content: In Drama, students participate in the planning, 
rehearsal and performance of dramatic work. Students 
participate in creative problem solving. They generate, 
analyse and evaluate ideas. They develop personal 
interpretations of texts. Students develop their curiosity, 
imagination, creativity, individuality, self-identity, self-
esteem and confidence. The focus capabilities for this 
subject are communication, citizenship, personal 
development and learning.  

Stage 2 Drama consists of the following areas of study: 
• Theatre review 
• Performance report 
• Group presentation 
• Interpretive study 
• Performance 
• Research and demonstrate understanding of 

drama practitioners 
• In-depth knowledge of drama theorists and 

innovators 

Assessment: Students demonstrate evidence of their 
learning through the following assessment types: 
School Assessment: 70% 

• Folio  30% 
• Interpretative study 20% 
• Group presentation  20% 

External Assessment: 30% 
• Group performance  

Supporting evidence for the School Assessment component 
from, for example, performances, presentations, oral 
presentations, staged readings, round table presentations, 
workshops or discussions should be recorded on DVD to 
provide evidence for the moderation purposes.  

Pathway: 
Recommended for students wishing to consider Drama at 
University. 

Further information:  
Out of normal school hours time will be required to 
complete the performance elements of the course. Viewing 
of two live performances is also a requirement and a cost 
may be involved.  
 

Stage 1: Drama Stage 2: Drama 



 

ENGLISH 
 
 
   

The study of English provides students with a focus for informed and effective participation in education, training, the 
workplace and their personal environment. Students read, view, compose, listen and speak, and use ICT in appropriate ways 
for different purposes. Stage 1 English subjects cater for students with a range of learning styles and connects with Stage 2 
English subjects. Students who complete 20 credits of this subject at Stage 1, with a C grade or better will meet the literacy 
requirement of the SACE.

ENGLISH  Stage 1 1ESH10/20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: Competent achievement in Year 
10 English. 

Content: Stage 1 English allows students to achieve the 
compulsory literacy requirement in SACE if they achieve a 
C grade or higher in both semesters.  

Assessment:  
The content of this subject is described through: 

• Responding to Texts 
Students explore a range of texts composed for 
different purposes and in a range of forms. They 
develop an understanding of how authors 
communicate and use examples of these texts to 
compose their own texts. A range of both written 
and oral assessments in both semesters with a 
maximum word count of 800 words and 5 minute 
oral presentation. 

• Creating Texts 
Students use evidence of the extent and quality of 
their learning in producing imaginative, 
interpretive and/or persuasive texts in written, oral 
or multimodal form. A range of both written and 
oral assessments in both semesters with a 
maximum word count of 800 words and 5 minute 
oral presentation.  

• Intertextual Study 
Students reflect on their understanding of 
intertextuality by analysing the relationship 
between different text types and demonstrating 
how their knowledge of texts has influenced the 
creation of their own texts. Maximum word count 
of between 800-1000 words.  

Pathway: 
This is recommended for students wishing to undertake 
Stage 2 English or pursue employment in which a high 
standard of communication is required. 

ENGLISH  Stage 2 2ESH20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: Successful completion of Stage 1 
English. 

Content: In English, students extend their experience of 
language and explore their ideas through creating their 
own texts and reading and viewing the texts of others. 
Students consider the powerful role that language plays in 
communication between individuals, groups, organisations 
and societies. There is a focus on ways in which language 
defines, shapes and reflects relationships between people.  
Students appreciate how clear and effective writing and 
speaking displays a depth of understanding, engagement 
and imagination for a range of purposes, audiences and 
contexts.  

Assessment:  
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
School Assessment: 

• Responding to Texts  30% 
Three responses to texts of analytical nature. Two 
of the responses must be written (1000 words) and 
one must be oral (6 minutes) 

• Creating Texts 40% 
Create written and oral texts for procedural, 
imaginative, analytical, persuasive and/or different 
purposes (1000 words written or 6 minute oral) 

External Assessment: 
• Comparative Analysis  30% 

Complete a written comparative analysis of two 
texts and evaluate how the language features, 
stylistic features and conventions in these texts are 
used to represent ideas, perspectives, and/or 
aspects of culture to influence audiences. This is a 
product of individual study (2000 words) 

Pathway: 
This course is designed to assist students with a University 
career pathway. 
 
 
 

Stage 1: English Stage 2: English 



 

ESSENTIAL ENGLISH 
 
 
 
ESSENTIAL ENGLISH  Stage 1 1ETE10/20 
Credits  20 

SACE recommendations: Year 10 English. 

Content: The study of Essential English provides students 
with a focus for informed and effective participation in 
education, training, the workplace and their personal 
environment. It articulates with the Stage 2 Essential 
English course.  

In this English course students read, listen, speak, respond 
to and compose texts, to establish and maintain purpose 
and textual conventions.  

Assessment: Stage 1 Essential English allows students to 
achieve the compulsory literacy requirement in SACE if 
they achieve a C grade or higher in both semesters.  

The content of this subject is described through: 
• Responding to Texts 

Students explore a range of texts composed for 
different purposes and in a range of forms. They 
develop an understanding of how authors 
communicate and use examples of these texts to 
compose their own texts.  

• Creating Texts 
Students provide evidence of the extent and 
quality of their learning in producing texts in 
written, oral or multimodal form. 

A range of both written and oral school based assessments 
in both semesters.  

Pathway: 
This subject prepares students for work or further study 
pathways. It is recommended for students wishing to 
undertake Stage 2 Essential English or partake in School 
Based Apprenticeships, Traineeships or University 
pathways. This course offers students practical real world 
literacy training and allows for flexible study arrangements. 

 

ESSENTIAL ENGLISH  Stage 2 2ETE20 
Credits  20 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge 
for this course. 

Content: In Stage 2 Essential English, students respond to 
and create texts in and for a range of personal, social, 
cultural, community and/or workplace contexts.  
Students understand and interpret information, ideas and 
perspectives in texts and consider ways in which language 
choices are used to create meaning.  

Assessment: Students demonstrate evidence of their 
learning through the following assessment types: 
School Assessment: 

• Responding to Texts  30% 
Students respond to a range of texts that instruct, 
engage, challenge, inform and connect readers. 
They consider information, ideas and perspectives 
represented in the chosen texts. Students will 
complete three assessments, at least one response 
must be written (800 words) and one must be oral 
(5 min) 

• Creating Texts 40% 
Students create procedural, imaginative, 
analytical, interpretive or persuasive texts 
appropriate to a context. Students create one 
advocacy text (oral presentation) and two 
additional texts. At least one of the responses must 
be in written form (800 words) and one in oral or 
multimodal form (5 min) 

External Assessment: 
• Language study  30% 

The language study focuses on the use of language by 
people in a context outside of the classroom. Students 
select one of the following contexts for study (1500 words 
written or 8 minute oral). 

• Workplace, training or volunteering 
• Virtual social networking 
• Recreational or personal interest (e.g. sport, 

reading) 
• Educational or academic (e.g. school) 
• Cultural (e.g. language group, festival) 
• The local community 
• A community of interest 

Pathway: 
This course is designed to assist students with a TAFE or 
apprenticeship career pathway.

Stage 1: Essential English Stage 2: Essential English 



 

FOOD AND HOSPITALITY 
 

 
Students focus on the dynamic nature of the food and hospitality industry in Australian society. They develop an 
understanding of contemporary approaches and issues related to food and hospitality. Students work independently and 
collaboratively to achieve common goals. They develop skills and safe work practices in the preparation, storage and handling 
of food, complying with current health and safety legislation. Students investigate and debate contemporary food and 
hospitality issues and current management practices. At Stage 1, students can study either or both semester subjects. 
* Students are required to provide some of their own consumables for this subject (cost implication). 
 

FOOD AND HOSPITALITY  Stage 1 1FOH10/20 
Credits 10/20 

SACE recommendations: Home Ec at Year 9 and 10 level 
would be an advantage. 

Content: In Food and Hospitality, students examine some 
of the factors that influence people’s food choices and the 
health implications of those choices. They also gain an 
understanding of the diversity of the food and hospitality 
industry in meeting the needs of local people and visitors.  
Students study topics within the following areas of study: 

• Food, the individual and the family 
• Local and global issues in food and hospitality 
• Trends in food and culture in Australia 
• Food and safety practices 
• Food and hospitality careers 

Assessment: There are three assessment types students 
will be assessed through: 

• Practical activity 
• Group activity  
• Investigation 

Students must complete four assessment tasks to show 
evidence of their learning. This includes: 

• Research task with a practical activity and 
evaluation 

• Action plan with a practical activity and evaluation  
• Group action plan with a group practical activity 

and individual evaluation  
• Investigation 

Students are assessed on the performance standards – 
investigation, problem solving, practical application, 
collaboration and reflection. 

Pathway: This subject can lead into employment or further 
study in the Food and Hospitality Industry.  

Further information: Students will be required to work to 
industry standards. Practical work will include developing 
signature recipes and may require practice at home. Some 
out of school hours may be required for negotiated 
catering tasks.

FOOD AND HOSPITALITY  Stage 2 2FOH20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge 
for this course although, it is an advantage for students to 
have undertaken Home Ec during Year 10 and/or Stage 1. 

Content: Stage 2 Food and Hospitality focuses on the 
contemporary and changing nature of the food and 
hospitality industry. Students critically examine 
contemporary and future issues within the food and 
hospitality industry and the influences of economic, 
environmental, legal, political, sociocultural and 
technological factors at local, national and global levels.   
Students study topics within the following areas of study: 

• Socio cultural influences 
• Technological influences 
• Economic and environmental influences 
• Political and legal influences 
• Contemporary and future issues 

Assessment: There are three assessment types’: 
• Practical activity 50% 
• Group activity  20% 
• Investigation 30% 

School Assessment: 70% 
Complete six school assessed tasks, two of the following: 

• Research task with practical activity and evaluation 
• Action plan with practical activity and evaluation 
• Group decision making with a group practical 

activity and individual evaluation 
Provide written photographic evidence of skills during 
practical activities.  
External Assessment: 30% 

• Investigation (max of 2000 words)  

Pathway: This subject can lead into employment or further 
study in the Food and Hospitality Industry.  

Further information: Students who are wishing to do Food 
and Hospitality, but do not require an ATAR can choose to 
be assessed under the Community Studies B criteria. 
Students will complete the same course content, however, 
will complete one less school based assessment and 
complete a Community Application Activity instead of the 
‘investigation’. 

Stage 1: Food and Hospitality 
 

Stage 2: Food and Hospitality 



 

INTEGRATED LEARNING – HOME ECONOMICS  

 
 

 
Students negotiate a course based on their needs and interests. Integrated Learning is a subject framework that enables 
students to make links between aspects of their lives and their learning. Through the lens of the program focus, students 
develop their learning about a real-world situation, task, event, or other learning opportunity, while also growing their 
knowledge about themselves as learners, and their capabilities.  
* Students may be required to provide some of their own consumables/materials for this subject (cost implication). 
 
 
FOOD, FABRIC & FAMILY      Stage 1                10 
Credits      10 

SACE recommendations: Home Ec at Year 9 and 10 level 
would be an advantage, particularly HOME ECONOMICS A 
– FOOD, FABRIC AND FAMILY. 

Content: Schools design Integrated Learning programs for 
a specific purpose, product, or outcome according to the 
interests and needs of students in their local context. This 
provides us with the opportunity to be flexible by drawing 
on one or more of the following subject areas: 

• Food and Hospitality/Nutrition 
• Child Studies 
• Textiles 
• Innovation and Enterprise (entrepreneurial) 

Assessment: There are three assessment types students 
will be assessed through: 

• Practical exploration 
• Connections 
• Personal Venture 

Students must complete at least three assessment tasks to 
show evidence of their learning in each of the above areas. 
 
Students are assessed on the performance standards – 
application and development, inquiry and reflection, 
collaboration and communication. 

Pathway: This subject can lead into employment in any of 
the possible subject areas we choose to study and lead into 
Stage 2 Integrated Learning – Food, Fabric and Family.  

Further information: Depending on which subject area 
students negotiate, practical work may include 
development of toys, learning aids, fashion 
garments/accessories, craft options, development of 
products to sell (i.e. ETSY products), signature recipes and 
may require trialling at home. Some out of school hours 
may be required for negotiated catering tasks or other 
assessment tasks. 

 
FOOD, FABRIC & FAMILY         Stage 2          20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge 
for this course although, it is an advantage for students to 
have undertaken Home Ec during Year 10 and/or Stage 1. 

Content: Schools design Integrated Learning programs for 
a specific purpose, product, or outcome according to the 
interests and needs of students in their local context. This 
provides us with the opportunity to be flexible by drawing 
on one or more of the following subject areas: 

• Nutrition 
• Child Studies 
• Textiles 
• Innovation and Enterprise (entrepreneurial) 

Assessment: There are three assessment types students 
will be assessed through: 

• Practical exploration 
• Connections 
• Personal Venture 

Students must complete at least three assessment tasks to 
show evidence of their learning in each of the above areas. 
 
Students are assessed on the performance standards – 
application and development, inquiry and reflection, 
collaboration and communication. 

Pathway: This subject can lead into employment in any of 
the possible subject areas we choose to study.  

Further information:   Depending on which subject area 
students negotiate, practical work may include 
development of toys, learning aids, fashion 
garments/accessories, craft options, development of 
products to sell (i.e. ETSY products), signature recipes and 
may require trialling at home. Some out of school hours 
may be required for negotiated catering tasks or other 
assessment tasks.

 

 
 
 

 
 

Stage 1: Integrated Learning Stage 2: Integrated Learning 



 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
 
 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING  Stage 1       1HEW10 
Credits 10 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge 
for this course. 

Content: In Health and Wellbeing, students are provided 
with opportunities to make responsible choices and 
decisions in a rapidly changing world. Students explore and 
develop skills as agents and advocates for change and 
consider moral and ethical perspectives. Students evaluate 
current trends and issues that impact health and wellbeing. 
They reflect on personal and community actions to 
promote and improve sustainable outcomes for 
individuals, communities and global society.  

Topics will be determined based on student interest and 
will centre around the following key concepts: 

• Health Literacy Social Equity 
• Health Promotion 
• Domestic Violence 

 

Assessment: The following assessment types enable 
students to demonstrate their learning in Stage 1 Health 
and Wellbeing:  

• Type 1: Practical Action  
• Type 2: Issue Inquiry  

For a 10-credit subject, students should provide evidence 
of their learning through three assessments.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING  Stage 2      2HEW20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge, 
however, one semester of Stage 1 Health is preferable. 

Content: In Health and Wellbeing, students are provided 
with opportunities to make responsible choices and 
decisions in a rapidly changing world. Students explore and 
develop skills as agents and advocates for change and 
consider moral and ethical perspectives. Students evaluate 
current trends and issues that impact health and wellbeing. 
They reflect on personal and community actions to 
promote and improve sustainable outcomes for 
individuals, communities and global society.  

Topics will be determined based on student interest and 
will centre around the following key concepts:  

Health Literacy involves developing the skills to research 
and comprehend different sources of information: 

• Critique, interpret and make informed decisions 
about health and wellbeing information and advice 

• Consider how and where to seek contemporary, 
valid and reliable information to promote and 
maintain good health and wellbeing 

• Engage with individual, local and global health and 
wellbeing trends including the impact of digital 
resources 

Health Determinants 
• Environmental factors  
• Socioeconomic characteristics  
• Knowledge attitudes and beliefs  
• Cultural/Psychological/Physiological impacts on 

Health 
Social Equity: 

• Investigating those who are marginalised and 
disadvantaged for reasons such as age, gender, 
sexuality, disability, isolation, cultural and socio-
economic background 

Health Promotion: 
• Volunteering/Fundraising 

Assessment: Students provide evidence of their learning 
through five assessments, including the external 
assessment component. Students complete: two initiative 
tasks (one collaborative), two folio tasks and one inquiry. 
School Assessment:  70% 

• Type 1: Initiative  40% 
• Type 2: Folio  30% 

External Assessment:  30% 
• Type 3: Inquiry 

Stage 1: Health and Wellbeing Stage 2: Health and Wellbeing 



 

HISTORY 
 
 
 

HISTORY  Stage 1 1MOD10 
Credits 10 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge 
for this course. 

Content: In the study of Stage 1 Modern History, students 
explore changes within the world since 1750, examining 
developments and movements, the ideas that inspire them 
and their short and long-term consequences on societies, 
systems and individuals.  

Students explore the impacts of these developments and 
movements on people’s ideas, perspectives, circumstances 
and lives.  

Modern History consists of the following topics: 
• Topic 1: Imperialism  
• Topic 2: Decolonisation  
• Topic 3: Indigenous peoples 
• Topic 4: Social movements 
• Topic 5: Revolution   
• Topic 6: Elective 

Assessment: 
The following assessment types enable students to 
demonstrate their learning in Stage 1 Modern History: 

• Assessment Type 1: Historical skills 
• Assessment Type 2: Historical study 

Students provide evidence of their learning through four 
assessments. Each assessment type should have a 
weighting of at least 20%.  
Students undertake: 

• Three historical skills assessments 
• One historical study 

This is a useful subject for students wishing to take Stage 2 
Humanities subjects.  

Pathway: 
This subject is useful for transition into Stage 2 Society and 
Culture, Tourism or Modern History.  

Life skills: 
This subject develops and hones the literacy skills required 
for all further studies beyond secondary school through 
writing and research skills. 

Further information:  
This subject enables students to be well equipped for 
success in the compulsory subject of Research Project. 
 

HISTORY  Stage 2 2MOD20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge 
for this course. 

Content: Stage 2 Modern History is a 20-credit subject. 
Students study one topic from ‘Modern Nations’ and one 
topic from ‘The World Since 1945’, selected from the 
following list of topics: 

• Topic 1: Australia (1901 – 56)  
• Topic 2: United States of America (1914 – 45)  
• Topic 3: Germany (1918 – 48) 
• Topic 4: The Soviet Union and Russia (1945 – 

c.2004) 
• Topic 5: Indonesia (1942 – 2005)   
• Topic 6: China (1949 – c.2012) 
• Topic 7: The Changing World Order (1945 – ) 
• Topic 8: Australia’s Relationship with Asia and the 

South Pacific Region (1945 – ) 
• Topic 9: National Self-Determination in South-East 

Asia (1945 – ) 
• Topic 10: The Struggle for Peace in the Middle East 

(1945 – ) 
• Topic 11: Challenges to Peace and Security (1945 -) 
• Topic 12: The United Nations and Establishment of 

a Global Perspective (1945 – ) 

Assessment: 
Students undertake: 

• Five historical skills assessments  
• One historical study 
• One examination 

School Assessment  70% 
• Assessment Type 1: Historical Skills  50% 
• Assessment Type 2: Historical Study  20% 

External Assessment 30% 
• Assessment Type 3: Examination  

Students provide evidence of their learning through seven 
assessments, including the external assessment 
component.  

 

Stage 1: Modern History Stage 2: Modern History 



 

INTEGRATED LEARNING – PEER SUPPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTEGRATED LEARNING – PEER SUPPORT  Stage 1 1ILG10 
Credits 10 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge for this course. 

Content: 
Peer Support requires students to apply their knowledge and skills to a real-world task, event, learning opportunity 
or context, which leads to a specific purpose, product or outcome. This subject draws links between aspects of 
students’ lives and their learning and is undertaken by a group of students.   

Integrated Learning facilitates collaboration and teamwork. Students learn to plan and organise activities and to 
develop their understanding of and empathise with others.  

In the 10 credit subject students undertake two key areas of study.  

This course trains Year 10’s and 11’s to lead a small group of Year 7 or 8 students on a regular basis. The leaders 
spend time preparing, practicing and reflecting on the activities to be run.  

The topics covered are from the Peer Support Foundation Australia’s ‘Resilience’ unit, including: 

• perseverance 
• critical thinking 
• optimism 
• communication 
• empathy 

 

Assessment: 
• Practical – regular lessons with Year 7s or 8s 
• Written reflective journal 
• Lesson plans 
• Group activity – collaborative task 
• Folio and discussion – round table presentation 
• Investigation research task  

 
Pathway: 
Useful skill for any student wishing to choose a career that involves communication, working with others and 
leadership.  

 

Further information:  
Compulsory course induction training camp in Week 9, Term 4 – 2 days. 

Stage 1: Integrated Learning – Peer Support 



 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
 

 

 

Through the study of Design, Technology and Engineering students develop the ability to identify, create, initiate and develop 
products, processes or systems. Students learn to use tools, materials and systems safely and competently to complete a 
product. Students analyse influences on a solution including, ethical, legal, economics and/or sustainability issues. They consider 
the practical implication of these issues on society or design solutions.

MATERIAL PRODUCTS  Stage 1         1MRS10 
Credits 10 

SACE recommendations: Completion of Year 10 
Woodwork. 

Content: This course builds on the practical skills and 
knowledge gained in previous levels and introduces new 
materials, machines, processes and skills. A greater 
emphasis is placed on the use of power tools, machines, jigs 
and wood machining. Modern and traditional construction 
and assembly techniques are use.  

Students negotiate, design and construct furniture, 
cabinets etc., that comply with the requirements and 
specifications as detailed in the provided design brief.  

Topics may include: 
• Elements of design and use of a design brief 
• Machining of solids and man-made timber 

products 
• Shaping, forming and joining timber (traditional 

and contemporary) 
• Carcase construction 
• Drawer construction 
• Door hanging 
• Technical graphics, particularly CAD 
• Machine/power tool use and safety 

Assessment: 
• Specialised Skills Task  30% 
• Design Development (Folio) 20% 
• Solution Realisation (Product and Evaluation) 50%   

Further information:  
Some personal costs may be encountered in the production 
of design projects, however, if this is an issue other 
arrangements can be made to complete the course 
requirements.  

 

 

 

 

MATERIAL PRODUCTS  Stage 2 2MRS20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: Completion of Stage 1 Design and 
Technology Furniture Construction. 

Content: This subject covers skills and processes, 
knowledge and understanding of concepts and principles, 
designing activities and the personal and social effects of 
technology. 

Topics may include: 
• Design and problem solving 
• Understanding of and familiarity with the nature 

and properties of materials and equipment used 
• Occupational health and safety  
• Setting and using of equipment 
• Use of portable power tools and machinery 
• Graphics – predominantly CAD 
• Traditional and contemporary timber furniture 

construction 

Assessment: 
School Assessment: 70% 

• Specialised Skill Tasks 20% 
• Product and Product Record 50% 

External Assessment: 30% 
Resource Study  

• Resource Investigation 
• Issues Exploration 

Pathway: 
Useful if considering employment in the furniture industry, 
personal and domestic applications.  

Further information: 
Some personal costs may be encountered in the production 
of design projects, however, if this is an issue other 
arrangements can be made to complete the course 
requirements. 
 

Stage 1:  Material Solutions  Stage 2:  Material Solutions 
Wood 



 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
 

 

 

Through the study of Design and Technology students develop the ability to identify, create, initiate and develop products, 
processes or systems. Students learn to use tools, materials and systems safely and competently to complete a product. They 
explore technologies in both contemporary and historical settings, and analyse the impacts of technology, including social, 
environmental and sustainable consequences.

MATERIAL SOLUTIONS  Stage 1 1MRS10/20 
Credits 10 

SACE recommendations: Some competence with 
oxyacetylene welding equipment. 

Content: This course builds on the practical skills and 
knowledge gained in previous levels and introduces new 
materials, machines, processes and skills. Students will 
develop skills in both design and construction in an 
engineering workshop.  

They will engage in metal fitting and machining through a 
set of sequences tasks and in welding and fabrication 
through designing their own product solution to a provided 
design brief.  

Topics may include: 
• Elements of design and use of a design brief 
• Metal machining 
• Metal fitting 
• MIG welding 
• TIG welding 
• ARC welding 
• Machine and power tool safety, use and setting 
• Jig construction 
• Metal tube and solid fabrication 
• Gas welding, flame cutting, plasma cutting 

Assessment: 
• Specialised Skills Task  30% 
• Design Development (Folio) 20% 
• Solution Realisation (Product and Evaluation) 50%   

Pathway: 
Skills learnt in this unit will be of value to students 
interested in careers that may be involved in welding, 
machining and personal, domestic and farm applications. 

Further information:  
Some personal costs may be encountered in the production 
of design projects, however, if this is an issue other 
arrangements can be made to complete the course 
requirements.  
 

MATERIAL SOLUTIONS  Stage 2 2MRS20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: Completion of Stage 1 Design and 
Technology Metal Fabrication. 

Content: This subject covers skills and processes, 
knowledge and understanding of concepts and principles, 
designing activities and the personal and social effects of 
technology. 

Topics may include: 
• Design and problem solving 
• Understanding of and familiarity with the nature 

and properties of materials and equipment used 
• Occupational health and safety  
• Setting and using of equipment 
• Use of portable power tools and machinery 
• Graphics – predominantly CAD 
• Workshop fabrication, general welding and general 

machining techniques and processes 

Assessment: 
School Assessment: 70% 

• Specialised Skill Tasks 20% 
• Product and Product Record 50% 

External Assessment: 30% 
Resource Study  

• Resource Investigation 
• Issues Exploration 

Pathway: 
Useful if considering employment in the metal fabrication, 
welding, machining areas and personal and domestic 
applications.  

Further information: 
Some personal costs may be encountered in the production 
of design projects, however, if this is an issue other 
arrangements can be made to complete the course 
requirements. 

Stage 1:  Material Solutions Stage 2:  Material Solutions 
Metal 



 

MATHEMATICS 

Mathematics is a compulsory subject of the Australian Curriculum. To meet the SACE compulsory Numeracy Requirement, 
students are required to study and pass (C or better) 10 credits of Mathematics at Stage 1. Students must study a minimum 
of two semesters of Stage 1 Mathematics in preparation for Stage 2 Mathematics.  

 

Mathematical Options 

The diagram below represents the possible mathematical options that students might study at Stage 1 and Stage 2.  

 
 
SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS Stage 2 2MSC20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: Students need to successfully complete four semesters of Stage 1 Mathematics (B grade or higher) 
to be recommended for this subject. Specialist Mathematics is designed to be studied in conjunction with Mathematical 
Methods.  

Specialist Mathematics draws on and deepens students’ mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding, and provides 
opportunities for students to develop their skills in using rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs and using 
mathematical models. The subject leads to study in a range of tertiary courses such as Mathematical Sciences, Engineering, 
Computer Science and Physical Sciences. 

Topics: 
• Mathematical Induction  
• Complex Numbers 
• Functions and Sketching Graphs 
• Vectors in Three Dimensions   
• Integration Techniques and Applications 
• Rates of Change and Differential Equations 

Assessment: 
School Assessment: 70% 

• Type 1: skills and applications tasks 50% 
• Type 2: mathematical investigation 20% 

External Assessment: 30% 
• Type 3: examination  



 

ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential Mathematics is a 10-credit subject or a 20-credit subject at Stage 1, and a 20-credit subject at Stage 2. 

ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS 1&2  Stage 1 1MEM10 
Credits 10 or 20 

SACE recommendations: Year 10 Mathematics. 

Content: Stage 1 Essential Mathematics offers senior 
secondary students the opportunity to extend their 
mathematical skills in ways that apply to practical problem 
solving in everyday and workplace contexts. Students apply 
their mathematics to diverse settings, including everyday 
calculations, financial management, business applications, 
measurement and geometry, and statistics in social 
contexts. 

In Essential Mathematics there is an emphasis on 
developing students’ computational skills and expanding 
their ability to apply their mathematical skills in flexible and 
resourceful ways. 

This subject is intended for students planning to pursue a 
career in a range of trades or vocations.  

The Stage 1 Essential Mathematics course consists of the 
following six topics: 

• Calculations, time and ratio 
• Earning and spending 
• Geometry 
• Data in context 
• Measurement 
• Investing 

Three topics will be covered in each semester. 

Assessment: 
• Type 1: Skills and Applications Tasks  60% 
• Type 2: Folio  40% 

 

ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS 1&2  Stage 2 2MEM20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: Completion of 20 credits of Stage 
1 Essential Mathematics to a high standard (A) or successful 
completion of 20 credits of Stage 1 General Mathematics 
or Mathematics. 

Stage 2 Essential Mathematics prepares students with the 
mathematical knowledge, skills, and understanding needed 
for entry to a range of practical trades and vocations. 

The term trade is used to suggest a context in a generic 
sense to cover a range of industry areas and occupations 
such as automotive, building and construction, electrical, 
hairdressing, hospitality, nursing and community services, 
plumbing, and retail. 

Content: In this subject students extend their 
mathematical skills in ways that apply to practical problem 
solving in everyday and workplace contexts. A problem-
based approach is integral to the development of 
mathematical skills and associated key ideas in this subject. 

Topics: 
• Scales, Plans, and Models 
• Measurement 
• Business Applications 
• Statistics 
• Investment and Loans 

Assessment: 
School Assessment  70% 

• Type 1: Skills and Applications Tasks  30% 
• Type 2: Folio  40% 

External Assessment  30% 
• Type 3: Examination – 2 hours  

(Topics 2, 4 and 5 only) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 1:  Essential Mathematics 1&2 Stage 2:  Essential Mathematics 1&2 



 

GENERAL MATHEMATICS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL MATHEMATICS 1&2  Stage 1 1MGM10 
Credits 10 

SACE recommendations: Successful completion of Year 10 
Mathematics.  

Content: Students extend their mathematical skills in ways 
that apply to practical problem solving and mathematical 
modelling in everyday contexts.  

Topics studied cover a range of applications of 
mathematics, including personal financial management, 
measurement and trigonometry, the statistical 
investigation process, modelling using linear functions, 
discrete modelling using networks and matrices.  

Successful completion of this subject at Stage 2 prepares 
students for entry to tertiary courses requiring a non-
specialised background in mathematics. 

In this subject there is an emphasis on consolidating 
students’ computational and algebraic skills and expanding 
their ability to reason and analyse mathematically.  

The Stage 1 General Mathematics course consists of the 
following six topics: 

• Investing and Borrowing 
• Measurement 
• Statistical Investigation 
• Applications of Trigonometry 
• Linear and Exponential Functions and their Graphs  
• Matrices and Networks 

Three topics will be covered in each semester. 

Assessment: 
Students undertake a minimum of four assessment tasks: 

• Type 1: Skills and Applications Tasks  70% 
• Type 2: Mathematical Investigation  30% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL MATHEMATICS Stage 2 2MGM20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: Successful completion of 20 
credits of Stage 1 Mathematics and/or General 
Mathematics.  

Content: Stage 2 General Mathematics offers students the 
opportunity to develop a strong understanding of the 
process of mathematical modelling and its application to 
problem solving in everyday workplace contexts.  
A problem based approach is integral to the development 
of both the models and the associated key concepts in the 
topics. These topics cover a range of mathematical 
applications, including linear functions, matrices, statistics, 
finance and optimisation.  

This course prepares students for employment or further 
training in trade areas through Apprenticeships and 
Traineeships or University courses that require a practically 
applied understanding of mathematics.  

Students undertake the study of five topics: 
• Modelling with Linear Relationships  
• Modelling with Matrices 
• Statistical Models 
• Financial Models  
• Discrete Models 

Assessment: 
School Assessment: 70% 

• Type 1: Skills and Applications Tasks 40% 
• Type 2: Mathematical Investigations 30% 

External Assessment: 30% 
• Type 3: Examination – 2 hours  

(Topics 3, 4 and 5 only) 

Further information: 
A scientific calculator is compulsory for all parts of this 
course. 

 

  

Stage 1:  General Mathematics 1&2 Stage 2:  General Mathematics  



 

MATHEMATICS 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MATHEMATICS  Stage 1 1MAM10/A/B/C/D 
Credits 10 to 40 

SACE recommendations: Successful completion of Year 10 
Mathematics (desirable to a good, to high level). 

The Stage 1 Mathematics course develops an increasingly 
complex and sophisticated understanding of mathematical 
arguments and proofs, and using mathematical models. By 
using functions, their derivatives and integrals, and by 
mathematically modelling physical processes, students 
develop a deep understanding of the physical world 
through a sound knowledge of relationships involving rates 
of change. Students use statistics to describe and analyse 
phenomena that involve uncertainty and variation. 
Students who want to enter areas such as Architecture, 
Economics, Biological, Environmental, Geological, 
Mathematical Sciences, Engineering, Computer Science, 
Physical Sciences and Surveying, should consider this 
course.  

Content: Topics provide a blending of algebraic and 
geometric thinking. In this subject there is a progression of 
content, applications, and level of sophistication and 
abstraction. 

Topics: 
• Functions and graphs 
• Polynomials 
• Trigonometry 
• Counting and Statistics 
• Growth and Decay 
• Introduction to Differential Calculus 
• Arithmetic and Geometric Sequences and Series 
• Geometry 
• Vectors in the Plane 
• Further Trigonometry 
• Matrices 
• Real and Complex Numbers. 

Assessment: 
• Type 1: Skills and Applications Tasks  70% 
• Type 2: Mathematical Investigation  30% 

MATHEMATICAL METHODS  Stage 2 2MAM20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: Successful completion of 30 
credits of Stage 1 Mathematics (MAM) (B grade or higher 
recommended). 

Content:  
Mathematical Methods develops an increasingly complex 
and sophisticated understanding of calculus and statistics. 
By using functions and their derivatives and integrals and 
by mathematically modelling physical processes, students 
develop a deep understanding of the physical world 
through a sound knowledge of relationships involving rates 
of change. Students use statistics to describe and analyse 
phenomena that involve uncertainty and variation. 

Mathematical Methods provides the foundation for further 
study in Mathematics, Economics, Computer Sciences and 
The Sciences. It prepares students for courses and careers 
that may involve the use of statistics, such as Health or 
Social Sciences. When studied together with Specialist 
Mathematics, this subject can be a pathway to Engineering, 
Physical Science and Laser Physics.  

Topics: 
• Further Differentiation and Applications 
• Discrete Random Variables 
• Integral Calculus 
• Logarithmic Functions 
• Continuous Random Variables and the Normal 

Distribution 
• Sampling and Confidence Intervals  

Assessment: 
School Assessment: 70% 

• Type 1: Skills and Applications Tasks 50% 
• Type 2: Mathematical Investigation 20% 

External Assessment: 30% 
• Type 3: Examination – 3 hours  

 

Stage 1: Mathematics 20 Credits 

Stage 1: Mathematics 30 Credits 

Stage 1: Mathematics 30 or 40 Credits 

Stage 2: Essential Mathematics 

Stage 2: General Mathematics 

Stage 2: Mathematical Methods 

Stage 2: Specialist Mathematics 



 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION Stage 1 1PE10 
Credits 10 

SACE recommendations: Completion of Year 10 Physical 
Education. 

Content: In Stage 1 Physical Education, students explore 
the participation in and performance of human physical 
capacities. They develop skills in communication and 
collaborative practices. Students will learn to investigate, 
analyse and apply knowledge while participating in physical 
activities.  

SACE Stage 1 – Integrated Learning  
• Type 1: Practical Improvement (50%) 
• Type 2: Connections                   (25%) 
• Type 3: Personal Venture          (25%) 

Assessment: Four assessment Tasks 

Both semester courses have an identified focus, however 
the course content is negotiated by the class. There may be 
additional costs associated with this course to cover the 
cost of camps or practical excursions but this will depend 
on student choice. 

Sport & Recreation (Semester 1) 
Student negotiated course with a focus on Community 
endeavours and recreational activities that are of special 
interest or could become lifetime pursuits. 

• Two Practical endeavours 
• Peer planned activity eg: Sports Coaching, surfing 

Camp 
• Investigation of a Personal Topic of interest. 

 
Sport Science (Semester 2) 
Focus Areas 

• Practical endeavours: Focus: skill learning, 
biomechanics, exercise physiology, energy 
systems. 

• Leadership task: collaborative organisation of a 
school or community initiative. 

• Investigation of a Personal Topic of interest. 
 

 
 

 PHYSICAL EDUCATION Stage 2 2PE20 
Credits 20 

Stage 2 Integrated Learning PE 

SACE recommendations: It is encouraged and an 
advantage for students to have undertaken Stage 1 PE 
previously. 

Content: Students negotiate a course based on their needs 
and interests. Integrated Learning is a subject framework 
that enables students to make links between aspects of 
their lives and their learning. Through development of 
chosen capabilities students develop their learning about 
Physical Education and the community, while also growing 
their knowledge about themselves as learners, and their 
capabilities. Schools design Integrated Learning programs 
for a specific purpose, product or outcome according to the 
interests and needs of students in their local context. This 
may alter slightly from year to year depending on the 
differing cohort and interests/pathways for students. This 
provides us to be flexible by drawing on one or more of the 
following subject areas: 

• Sport and Recreation 
• Sport, Health and Physical Activity 
• Sports Studies 

Assessment: There are three assessment types and six 
tasks students will be assessed through 

• Practical exploration/inquiry (40%) 
• Connections (30%) 
• Personal endeavour (30%) 

Pathway: This subject can lead into employment in any of 
the possible subject areas we choose to study. This may 
include, however is not limited to: sports coaching, 
teaching, sports science, events coordinator, nutritionist, 
fitness trainer  

Further information: Depending on which area students 
negotiate, practicals may include camps and out of hours 
study within the community. This is up to class and teacher 
discretion. 

 
 

Stage 1: Sport & Recreation 10 
 

Stage 1: Sports Science 10 Credits 

Stage 1: Physical Education 10 Credits 

Stage 2: Integrated Learning 
Physical Education- 20 credits 

Stage 2: Physical Education 
20 credits 



 

PHYSICS 
 

 
 
 

PHYSICS 1&2 Stage 1 1PYI10 
Credits 10 

SACE recommendations: The study of Physics requires 
successful completion of Year 10 Mathematics. Physics 2 
requires successful completion of Physics 1. It is preferred 
for students to be studying Mathematics A concurrently. 

Content: The study of Physics offers opportunities for 
students to understand and appreciate the natural world. 
This subject requires the interpretation of physical 
phenomena through a study of motion in two dimensions, 
electricity and magnetism, light and matter and atoms and 
nuclei. Students apply knowledge to solve problems, 
students develop experimental, investigation design, 
information and communication skills through practical 
and other learning activities. Students gather evidence 
from experiments, research and acquire new knowledge 
through their own investigations.  

Topics: The course will cover the following topics: 
Physics 1: 

• Linear motion and forces 
• Electric circuits 
• Energy and Momentum 

Physics 2: 
• Waves 
• Nuclear models and radioactivity 
• Heat 

Assessment 
• Investigations Folio 
• Skills and Applications Tasks 

There will be an exam at the end of each semester covering 
the whole semesters work. The purpose of this exam is to: 

• Allow students the opportunity to revise all the 
concepts 

• Give students exposure to exams, as these are 
required in Stage 2 Physics 

Pathway: 
A full year of study is required preparation for Stage 2 
Physics. Physics 1 would be useful preparation for other 
Science studies.  

Further information:  
Students will need independent skills to be successful. 

PHYSICS Stage 2 2PYI20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: Completion of Stage 1 Physics 1 
and 2 provides required background knowledge. It is 
recommended that Stage 1 Mathematics A and B be 
completed. 

Content: Stage 2 Physics offers opportunities for students 
to understand and appreciate the natural world. This 
subject requires the interpretation of physical phenomena 
through a study of motion and relativity, electricity and 
magnetism and light and atoms. As well as applying 
knowledge to solve problems, students develop 
experimental, investigation design, information and 
communication skills through practical and other learning 
activities. Students gather evidence from experiments and 
research and acquire new knowledge through their own 
investigations. Stage 2 Physics provides the framework for 
developing integrated programs of learning though which 
students extend their skills, knowledge and understanding 
of the three strands of science.  
The three strands of Science students learn are: 

• Science Inquiry Skills 
• Science as a Human Endeavour 
• Science Understanding 

Topics: 
• Topic 1: Motion and Relativity 
• Topic 2: Electricity and Magnetism 
• Topic 3: Light and Atoms 

Students study all three topics. The topics can be 
sequenced and structured to suit individual groups of 
students.  

Assessment: 
The following assessment types enable students to 
demonstrate their learning in Stage 2 Physics.   
School Assessment: 70% 

• Type 1: Investigations Folio 30% 
• Type 2: Skills and Applications Tasks 40% 

External Assessment: 30% 
• Type 3: Examination  30% 

Pathway: 
Physics is either a prerequisite or assumed knowledge for 
many University courses including Science, Engineering and 
Physiotherapy.  

Further information: 
This class may be taught in combination with Stage 1 
Physics. Students will need independent work skills to be 
successful.  

Stage 1:  Physics 1 & 2 Stage 2:  Physics 



 

 

PSYCHOLOGY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PSYCHOLOGY  Stage 1                                                                  1PSG10 
Credits 10 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge for this course, however, successful completion of 
Year 10 English and Science is desirable. 

 

Content: Psychology allows students to develop useful skills in analytical and critical thinking and in making 
inferences. 

The skills learnt through Psychology are parallel to those learnt in other science subjects: how to be a critical 
consumer of information; how to identify psychological processes at work in everyday experiences; how to 
apply knowledge to real-world situations; how to investigate psychological issues; and how to be an effective 
communicator. 

Psychology aims to describe and explain both the common human experience and individual and cultural 
diversity. It also addresses the ways in which behaviour can be changed. The ethics of research and 
intervention are an integral part of Psychology. 

 

Students will study content from three of the following topics: 

• Cognitive Psychology 
• Neuropsychology 
• Lifespan Psychology 
• Emotion 
• Psychological Wellbeing 
• Psychology in Context  
• Negotiated Topic. 

 

 
Assessment: 

Students will undertake: 
• one psychological investigation  
• one investigation with a focus on science as a human endeavour  
• two skills and applications tasks. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 1: Psychology 



 

RESEARCH PROJECT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REASEARCH PROJECT  Stage 2 2RPJ10 
Credits 10 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge for this course. This is a compulsory Stage 2 subject. 

Content: In the Research Project, students formulate and research a question based on an area of interest to 
them. The term ‘research’ is used broadly and may include practical or technical investigations, formal research 
or exploratory inquiries.  

Through the research process of exploring an area of interest in depth, students develop and demonstrate their 
ability to question sources of information, make effective decisions, evaluate their own progress, be innovative 
and solve problems. These skills prepare them for further education, training, work and living in a changing 
world. 

By undertaking the Research Project students develop and demonstrate the skills of planning, research, 
synthesis, evaluation and project management that are essential for learning and living in a changing world.  

Assessment: 
Students enrol in either Research Project A or B as outlined below.  

 

 

 

 

Research Project A Research Project B 

May contribute to a student’s Tertiary Admissions 
Rank (ATAR) 

May contribute to a student’s Tertiary Admissions 
Rank (ATAR) 

External Assessment may be written, oral or 
multimodal External Assessment must be written 

School Assessment: School Assessment: 
Folio 30% Folio 30% 
Research Outcome 
(1500 words or 10 mins) 40% Research Outcome 

(2000 words or 12 mins) 40% 

External Assessment: External Assessment: 

Review 30% Evaluation 30% 

Stage 2: Research Project 



 

SOCIETY AND CULTURE 
 

 
 
 
 
SOCIETY AND CULTURE Stage 1 1SOR10A 
Credits 10 

SACE recommendations: Year 9 and 10 History and 
Geography. 

Content: In Society and Culture, students explore and 
analyse the interactions of people, societies, cultures and 
environments. They learn how people function and 
communicate within and across cultural groups. Students 
develop the ability to influence their own futures by 
developing skills, values and understandings which enable 
effective participation in society.  

Students study three topics drawn from both Australian 
and global contexts. These may include peace and conflicts, 
popular culture, the media or refugee experiences.  

Assessment 
• Primary Sources Analysis (2) 
• Investigation  
• Group Activity  

Pathway: 
This subject is relevant for transition into Stage 2 Society 
and Culture or Tourism. The learning also develops valuable 
skills needed for Stage 2 Research Project.  

Life skills: 
This subject develops and hones the literacy skills required 
for all further studies beyond secondary school through 
writing and research skills.  

Further information:  
This subject requires participation in some field excursions 
and social action group projects. 

 

 

 

SOCIETY AND CULTURE Stage 2 2SOR20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge 
for this course.  

Content: In Society and Culture, students explore and 
analyse people in societies, cultures and environments. 
They learn how people function and communicate in and 
across cultural groups.  

The course is divided into three topics and a Major 
Investigative Assignment.  

Topics include: 
• Youth Culture – analyse their social and cultural 

worlds (my generation) 
• Social Ethics – analyse how society as a whole, 

deals with ethical issues (choice topic) 
• A Question of Rights – explore the notion of 

fundamental human rights (child labour in third 
world countries) 

• Major Investigative Assignment – independent 
research into a contemporary social issue (choice 
topic) 

Students are given the opportunity to work both 
independently and collaboratively with others.  

Assessment: 
School Assessment: 70% 

• Folio 50% 
• Interaction 20% 

External Assessment: 30% 
• Major Investigative Assignment  

Pathway: 
Successful completion of these modules is a step towards 
University and TAFE courses in social science, politics, law 
and international studies. 

Life skills: 
This subject develops and hones the literacy skills required 
for all further studies beyond secondary school through 
writing and research skills.  

 

 

 

 
 

Stage 1:  Society and Culture Stage 2:  Society and Culture 



 

TOURISM 
 

 
 
 
 

TOURISM Stage 1 1TOS10 
Credits 10 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge 
for this course. 

Content: In Tourism, students develop an understanding of 
the nature of tourists, tourism and the tourism industry. 
They investigate local, national and global tourism and 
explore tourism as a business. Students gain an 
understanding of the complex economic, social, cultural 
and environmental impacts of tourism.  

The subject consists of four themes and negotiated topics. 

Themes: 
• Understanding the tourism industry  
• Identifying visitors and hosts 
• Creating sustainable tourism  
• Working in the tourism industry 

Topics: 
• Investigating the history of tourism  
• Exploring tourism in the local area 
• Examining local impacts of tourism  
• Preparing for international travel 
• Examining tourism and technological change 
• Appreciating tourism in Australia 
• Understanding tourism and natural environments 
• Tourism industry skills 

Assessment: 
• Case study 
• Sources analysis 
• Practical activity 
• Investigation 

A range of both written and oral assessments. 

Pathway: 
Successful completion of these modules is a step towards 
obtaining casual employment in the tourism industry and 
leads to TAFE courses in Tourism through recognition of 
this prior learning. This subject also leads into Stage 2 
Tourism and Society and Culture.  

Further information:  
Students are expected to take part in a number of field 
study and practical activities as part of this course in order 
to meet the assessment requirements.  

TOURISM Stage 2 2TOS20 
Credits 20 

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge 
for this course, however, knowledge of the content of Stage 
1 Tourism is desired. 

Content: Tourism concerns the investigation of human 
activities and their impact on environments. The tourism 
industry is one of the most rapidly growing sectors in the 
world and has a significant impact locally, nationally and 
globally. Students will be able to develop a wide variety of 
interpersonal and applied skills in observation, 
investigation, communication, analysis, critical thinking 
and literacy. 

Assessment: 
Assessment in Stage 2 Tourism consists of the following 
components, weighted as shown below.  

School Assessment: 
Two folio: 20% 

• Students present and research information from a 
variety of primary and secondary resources.  

Two practical activity: 25% 
• This activity gives students opportunities to work in 

and beyond the classroom to develop the skills that 
are applied in tourism activities.  

One investigative report: 25% 
• This assessment component requires students to 

undertake independent research into a 
contemporary issue in tourism and to present their 
findings in an investigative report.  

External Assessment: 
One examination: 30% 

• Examination (2 hours) consists of a range of 
questions on a number of sources based on the 
four themes, both short answer and extended 
response. 

Pathway: 
Successful completion of these modules is a step towards 
obtaining employment in the industry and leads to 
University and TAFE courses in Tourism through 
recognition of this prior learning.  

Life skills: 
Students are expected to take part in a number of field 
study/practical activities as part of this course in order to 
meet the assessment requirements. 

 

Stage 1:  Tourism Stage 2:  Tourism 



 

WORKPLACE PRACTICES 
 
 

 

WORKPLACE PRACTICES  Stage 2 2WPA10 
 2WPB10 
 2WPC20 
Credits 10 – 20 

Students develop knowledge, skills and understanding of the nature, type and structure of the workplace. They learn about 
the value of unpaid work to society, future trends in the world of work, workers’ rights and responsibilities and career 
planning. Students can undertake learning in the workplace and develop and reflect on their capabilities, interests and 
aspirations. The subject may include the undertaking of Vocational Education and Training (VET) as provided under the 
Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF). Some students who study this subject are also signed up as SBATs, TGSS or 
enrolled in a VET qualification. All students need to complete 30 hours (10 credits) or a total of 60 hours (20 credits) of work 
placement, which can be paid employment, SBAT, volunteer work or work experience.  

SACE recommendations: There is no assumed knowledge for this course. 
At Stage 2, students can complete up to 40 credits of Workplace Practices by undertaking one or a combination of two or all 
of the following:

• Workplace Practices A (10 credits) 
• Workplace Practices B (10 credits) 

• Workplace Practices C (20 credits)

For the purpose of this subject outline, ‘work’ is considered in its broadest sense and is defined as all fields of paid and unpaid 
activity.  

Topics: 
• Industry and Work Knowledge 
• Vocational Learning 
• Vocational Education and Training (VET) 

Areas of Study 1: Industry and Work Knowledge: 
• Work in Australian Society 
• The Changing Nature of Work 
• Industrial Relations 
• Finding Employment 
• Negotiated Topics 

For a 10 credit subject, students undertake two or more negotiated topics from Topic 1 to 5. For a 20 credit subject, students 
undertake three or more topics, selected from Topics 1 to 5. The topics chosen for Workplace Practices A must be different 
from those chosen for Workplace Practices B and C. The topics negotiated under Topic 5 must be different in content from 
Topics 1 to 4.  

Area of Study 2: Vocational Learning: 
Vocational leaning may include, for example:

• Casual or part-time employment 
• Student business, enterprise (actual or virtual), or 

project-based employment  
• Work experience (work-shadowing or observation) 
• Worksite visits 

• Voluntary participation in a community 
organisation/project 

• Formal high-level training/performance programs (e.g. 
sporting or dance) 

• Events coordination or management 
• The provision  of primary caregiving or parenting 

Area of Study 3: VET: 
VET includes any accredited training provided under the AQF by an RTO.  

Assessment:
School Assessment  70% 

• Type 1: Folio  25% 
• Type 2: Performance 25% 
• Type 3: Reflection 20% 

External Assessment  30% 
• Type 4: Investigation 

Stage 2: Workplace Practices 



 

EXTRA – CURRICULAR OFFERINGS 
 

 
 

Agriculture Club 
This activity is available for all students and involves preparing animals for the Competitions at the Royal Adelaide Show. 
Most of the work is carried out at lunchtime and students who participate must be keen to work with animals, be a 
member of a team and participate over 8 to 10 weeks.  

Athletics/Swimming Carnivals 
All students have the opportunity to participate in a school house carnival and then a selection process occurs for an 
interschool carnival against Mid North Schools and an Interschool Carnival in Adelaide. 

Camps 
A biannual 11/12 camp is planned, incorporating a city experience, leadership and team bonding. 

Knock Out Sport 
RDHS provides the opportunity for all students to participate in a range of sports based on student interest including, 
Football, Netball, Tennis, Badminton, Basketball, Volleyball, Touch and Cricket. 

Operation Flinders 
Operation Flinders Foundation runs an eight day program in the Northern Flinders Ranges of South Australia, through 
which the great outdoors provides the opportunity for the participating students to learn more about team work, self-
discipline, cooperation, interpersonal relationships, leadership and trust. Potential participants can self-nominate, be 
nominated by staff or by parents and caregivers. The selection process is via the whole staff voting for those students who 
are considered to benefit the most from the challenging experience.  

Snow Ski Trip (Bi-Annual) 
A ski trip comprising of many schools, including, Riverton and District High School, Balaklava High School, Eudunda Area 
School and Burra Community School is available for all students to attend biannually in Term 3. Staff and students stay at 
Halleys Lodge, Falls Creek. Cost is dependent on the number of students attending.  

Student Representative Council (SRC) 
Two representatives from each year level are elected by their year level each year. The aim of the SRC is to be the ‘voice’ 
of the students and to provide leadership opportunities. Each member of the SRC is assigned at least one school 
committee or subcommittee and it is their role to feed information to the group, providing opportunities to be involved 
in school decision making. The SRC meet once every fortnight and involve themselves in important school issues and 
planning events. Along with the Prefects, SRC members run school assemblies and special activities, organise charity 
events, raise money for the school and produce school socials. The SRC model school values, excellent communication 
and organisation skills and strong leadership. It is a great opportunity to get involved in the running of the school. 

Student Leaders 
Student Leaders are senior students that have been elected by the staff each year. Student Leaders are expected to model 
excellent school values, team spirit and provide student leadership. Along with the SRC, Student Leaders meet once a 
fortnight and are involved in the decision making of the school. Student Leaders are actively involved on committees, run 
assemblies, fundraising and school socials and have a positive role in school events.  

Work Experience 
Year 11 students are given the opportunity to participate in a week’s Work Experience if they choose to do so.  

Year 12 Presentation Ball 
The annual Year 12 Presentation Ball is a traditional family-oriented occasion where the Year 12 students join with the 
School Community to formally celebrate their final year at school.  

 


