
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
Welcome back to the start of another term, to both 
students and staff. We did have an initial ‘rocky 
start’ with the recent COVID-19 outbreak in SA 
resulting in a lock down and school closure, with a 
move to online learning. Congratulations must go 
to the teaching staff who were so quickly able to re-
engage in a different way of teaching and to the 
students who embraced the change and were so 
responsive to having their lessons via Teams 
classrooms! It was good to see everyone back last 
week though, albeit looking different in a ‘masked’ 
environment. Thank you to everyone who has been 
so willing to comply with the new guidelines and 
ensure we are all working within a safe, healthy 
environment. 
We are now completely back into ‘learning mode’, 
with everyone fully immersed in the teaching 
programs and learning activities. Sport is resuming, 
excursions and camps are back on the agenda and 
we are slowly moving back to something 
approaching normality. There is always the 
possibility of further outbreaks however and 
families are asked to continue to expect changes to 
planned activities with little notice. 
 
Staffing news 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to Ms 
Kerrie Duke, our new Maths and Science teacher, 
beginning in 2022. She comes to us from Burra 
Community School where she has taught for some 
years and they are very sorry to lose her. She will 
be a real asset to our Maths and Science teaching 
team and we look forward to her joining us. 
We also need to report that Ms Milly Hoffmann has 
been successful in winning a position as an 
Agriculture teacher at Nuriootpa High School, 

starting next year. Ms Hoffmann has been a highly 
regarded staff member at RDHS for almost two 
years now and we are very sorry to lose her. She 
has been able to ‘add value’ to our Agriculture 
teaching programs and her involvement on the 
school farm has been excellent. We wish her all the 
best in her new position.  
 
As you may already be aware, our Business 
Manager Mrs Jessica Gardner, is expecting a baby 
in October and will be taking some leave from her 
duties at RDHS. In her absence we have appointed 
Ms Julie Johnson from Yorketown Area School to 
take on her role. Julie is a highly experienced 
Business Manager and we extend a warm welcome 
to her and hope she enjoys her time at RDHS. We 
also wish Jessica all the best for her new job – 
being a mum – and hope she finds it 
rewarding…though not too good as we will really 
miss her and want her to return to us! 
 
Academic Achievement 
At the end of last term, parents received a report, 
giving feedback about the achievements of their 
son / daughter at the completion of the first 
semester. It reflected how students have 
progressed so far in each subject, in some cases 
as the final grade for that subject and in others, a 
cumulative grade so far within a year-long subject. 
This will give all parents and students the 
opportunity to think about what has been achieved 
and where each individual needs to go next. Very 
timely information, particularly for the Year 12’s 
with only 9 weeks left of their scheduled lessons! 
They should certainly be paying close attention to 
feedback from their teachers to finish the year off 
the best way they can. 
Congratulations need to go to the students who did 
particularly well in their reports – excellent 
academic achievement with grades or in their 
attitude towards learning. These students can be 
justifiably proud of their work and the awards 
presented at the final assembly recognised this. 
Any parents / caregivers who would like to discuss 
their child’s progress with a subject teacher is very 
welcome to contact the school and speak to the 
teacher. We are keen to work with families to 
maximise every student’s opportunity to be 
successful and a key influence on this is 
communication between school and home. 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

11 AUG Years 8&9 9 A-side Football @ 

Kapunda 

19 AUG Student Leader Public Speaker 

Training 

22 AUG Parents and Friends BBQ @ 

Bunnings Gawler Green 

25 – 27 AUG Year 11/12 Tourism Camp 
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Pupil Free and School Closure Days 
This term we plan to have two days when the 
school is closed for students, either so staff can 
work together on curriculum matters or for 
attendance at the Royal Adelaide Show on the day 
of the sheep judging – Wednesday the 9th of 
September.  
Initially we had planned for Tuesday the 24th of 
August as a Pupil Free Day when we had a guest 
speaker booked to work with staff from both RDHS 
and Balaklava High School. Unfortunately as our 
guest speaker Professor Misty Adonieu was 
travelling over from Canberra, due to the current 
COVID-19 conditions in NSW this visit has been 
cancelled. We plan on continuing with a PFD, 
focussed on planning quality teaching programs 
within curriculum areas but may need to reschedule 
the date, depending on resourcing availability. Any 
change to the date will be confirmed as soon as 
possible so all families are able to plan ahead. 
 
Parent Feedback 
What we do here at the school is always under 
review – structures, processes and policies; is this 
still relevant, is it working, can we do better, does 
this reflect community expectations and norms? 
We are continuing to focus on the design of high 
quality teaching programs, containing effective 
assessment tasks with consistent marking 
standards across the school. Within each 
classroom, teachers pay careful attention to 
ensuring best practice, enabling all students to be 
successful in their learning.  
During this term, there is the opportunity for all 
Parents / Caregivers to give some specific 
feedback to the school via the annual parent 
survey. This week you would have received an 
email from the Department for Education giving you 
a link to a survey form to complete on-line – from 
Monday 2nd to Sunday 29th of August. The survey 
takes less than ten minutes to complete and 
measures the level of engagement parents have 
with their child’s school. It asks families for 
anonymous feedback about how they perceive 
their child’s school, including how well the school 
supports their child’s learning and wellbeing and 
communicates with students and families. Survey 
results will help us understand what we are doing 
well, where we can improve and what’s important 
to parents and caregivers.  The department will 
also use the feedback to help achieve our goal of 
world-class education in South Australia. 
 
As well as this more formal review, you are invited 
to contact the school – or members of the 
Governing Council – and ask any questions, raise 
concerns or offer good ideas. We focus on 
continuous improvement and input from students 
and members of the wider school community is 
always welcome. 

Attendance 
Term 3 has begun on a difficult note with the recent 
‘lock down’, meaning students were working on 
their learning program at home with on-line classes 
the only regular contact with their teachers and 
peers. It was great to see so many students 
returning to school last Wednesday, ready to re-
engage with learning. For some students attending 
has not been a priority however, with a number of 
individuals choosing not to participate in their 
learning program at school regularly. Currently the 
attendance rate for RDHS students is sitting on 
85% - well below where we would want to be. This 
means that on average, some students would be 
missing more than 5 days of learning every term.  
Every day matters in the school life of a young 
person. Not attending school regularly means 
missing out on planned learning experiences, 
sequences of instruction and class participation. It 
is also more difficult for students to build positive 
relationships with others and the impact of this loss 
is compounded with each absence. Each day of 
attendance has a positive effect on their 
development and future success. Regular 
attendance at school contributes to opportunities 
for success, including a population that is better 
educated and healthier, with improved job choices, 
financial independence and higher overall 
wellbeing. 
 
Please work with us to encourage your child to 
come to school every day! 
 
Planning for 2022 
Currently we are planning for 2022 – what subjects 
are we offering, implications for staffing the school 
and resourcing. 
Course Counselling for 2022 begins for students 
this term. It starts for students in Years 9, 10 and 
11 with Senior School information being shared 
with Year 10 and 11 students. This is followed by 
subject selection processes when students indicate 
their subject preferences in line with their current 
levels of success and consideration of preferred 
pathways. Parent involvement in this is important 
with students making decisions that impact on their 
future learning options. 
 
The transition program continues for primary 
students in week 10 with Year 5, 6 and 7 students 
having their first visit for scheduled lessons. 
 
This process will be on-going throughout the next 
two terms, setting up for a smooth start to a year 
that sees two year levels – 65 students – joining our 
school. 
 
Regards, 
Kathy Champion 
 



DEPUTY PRINCIPAL REPORT 
Once Again, COVID-19 has interrupted the way 
students learn and access information. I have 
included information about the University Open 
Days and links to websites, as in the last 
newsletter, but omitted dates as these are subject 
to change depending on COVID restrictions. 
Please check the information provided on the 
individual websites of specific institutions if you 
are intending to attend an ‘on-campus’ or online 
event. Students will need to register for online 
events in most cases. 

For school leavers in particular, interruption to 
learning due to COVID restrictions, adds more 
stress to an already stressful year. Tertiary 
Institutions and the SACE Board are yet to 
release accommodations that will be made to 
support current school leavers who plan to 
transition into post school education; however, 
discussions have begun. 

SATAC applications for University Entrance in 
2022 opened on Monday, 2 August and for most 
courses, the closing date is September 30 (to 
avoid a late fee). Please visit:   
https://www.satac.edu.au/undergraduate-key-
dates for more detailed information. 

Students are encouraged to visit the SATAC 
website to familiarise themselves with the 
application process by visiting the following link: 
https://www.satac.edu.au/how-to-apply On 
Friday week 4, August 13, I will be conducting a 
presentation for Year 12 students during the 
Pastoral Care lesson, covering Tertiary Entrance 
and SATAC.  

uniTest 
Flinders University offer an aptitude test for 
current Year 12 students as an entry pathway for 
2022. UniTest has been developed to assess 
generic reasoning and thinking skills that are 
needed for students to be successful in higher 
education studies. 

Students can use a combination of their ATAR 
and uniTEST score to gain entry into their 
preferred course at Flinders University in 2022. A 
student’s highest entrance score is considered 
when offering them a place. If a student’s ATAR 
is higher than their combined uniTEST/ATAR 
score, this will be considered in the first instance. 
A person cannot be disadvantaged by 
participating in the uniTEST.   

The uniTEST is administered online, under 
examination conditions, at schools between July 
and November each year. The test itself takes 2.5 
hours. (Year 12 students need to see Ms Scott if 
they wish to sit the uniTEST at school.)  

All senior students are reminded once again 
about the services offered by the National 
Careers Institute.  
The Australian Government Enhanced Support 
for School Leavers measure provides students 
with tailored information and guidance to 
navigate the changing labour market and connect 
with their education, training and work options for 
2022. 

Last term, the NCI sent hard copy resources for 
Year 11 and 12 students. Postcards promote 
SLIK (School Leavers Information Kit) and the 
Schools Information Service. We also received a 
handful of guides for Year HG teachers. 

Students are encouraged to contact the School 
Leavers Information Service. Officers can help 
students navigate the SLIK and use the Your 
Career website. Students can access the service 
by calling 1800 227 337, texting SLIS2021 TO 
0429 009 435, or by emailing 
schoolleavers.nci@dese.gov.au. 

Through this service, students can book a free, 
45-minute session with a qualified NCI Career 
Practitioner where they will receive personalised 
and tailored assistance in considering their 
education, training and employment options over 
the phone. 

YourCareer.gov.au  is an online career tool that 
will enable people to identify career options 
suited to their interests and circumstances. Your 
Career is available to anyone, at any age or stage 
of their career. Information about Your Career is 
included in the online School Leavers Information 
Kit.) 

To support parents/guardians to start these 
important conversations at home, the NCI have 
recently published its Parents and Guardian’s 
Guide for School Leavers, available on 
www.yourcareer.gov.au/schoolleaver 

SACE INFORMATION EVENING 2021 
The SACE Information Evening, planned for 18 
August, has been cancelled as a face-to-face 
event for 2021. Information will be distributed to 
Year 10 & 11 students and made available for 
families to access electronically by the end of 
week.

https://www.satac.edu.au/undergraduate-key-dates
https://www.satac.edu.au/undergraduate-key-dates
https://www.satac.edu.au/how-to-apply
mailto:schoolleavers.nci@dese.gov.au
http://www.yourcareer.gov.au/
http://www.yourcareer.gov.au/schoolleaver


 

Traditionally, our local Universities and Tertiary Institutions hold their Open Days in the middle of August. 
Covid-19 impacted all face-to-face events in 2020 and unfortunately this is likely to be the case again in 
2021. At the time of this newsletter publication, on campus events continue to be promoted to commence 
in August, however we all know that restrictions can occur with little notice. I encourage students to do 
their own exploration of post school options by visiting websites and registering to receive regular updates. 
Students and families are advised to visit websites of individual institutions to ascertain if events 

are happening face-to-face, moved to an on-line platform or postponed.  
 

UNISA  
UniSA, are planning a range of different activities throughout August so potential applicants 
can explore their future study and career options. For more information and to receive 
updates visit:  unisa.edu.au/opendays 
 

FLINDERS UNIVERSITY 
Open Days 2021 

Register to receive updates by accessing the online form. 
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/events-key-dates/open-days 

 
 

   ADELAIDE UNIVERSITY 
   https://www.adelaide.edu.au/openday/ 
   *11 August Online Open Day 3pm – 7pm – register now! 
 

 

 

 
 

Institution Location 

TAFESA 
www.tafesa.edu.au 
www.tafesa.edu.au/adelaide-college-of-the-arts 
  

Various metropolitan and regional campuses 
ACA Campus: 39 Light Square, Adelaide 

CQ University Australia 
www.cqu.edu.au 

44 Greenhill Road, Wayville SA 

Charles Darwin University 
www.cdu.edu.au 

Main Campus – Casuarina, Darwin, NT 

Tabor College of Higher Education 
www.tabor.edu.au  

181 Goodwood Road, Millswood SA 

ICHM (International College of Hotel Management) 
 www.ichm.edu.au 

Regency International House 
163 Days Rd, Regency Park.  

The Academy of Interactive Entertainment(AIE) 
www.aie.edu.au 

Adelaide Campus: Level 3, 32 Grenfell St, Adelaide 

Torrens University 
www.torrens.edu.au 

Campus Location: 88 Wakefield St, Adelaide 

Federation University 
Federation.edu.au 

Locations: Ballarat/Berwick/Gippsland 

www.defencejobs.gov.au 
Search for the latest jobs in the Navy, Army and Air 
Force. 

Discover opportunities for students including university 
sponsorship, the gap year experience, the recruitment 
process, and general requirements. 

https://www.unisa.edu.au/opendays/
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/events-key-dates/open-days
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/openday/
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/adelaide-college-of-the-arts
http://www.cqu.edu.au/
http://www.cdu.edu.au/
http://www.tabor.edu.au/
http://www.aie.edu.au/
http://www.defencejobs.gov.au/


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSIONS CENTRE 

 

This is the home page of the  

SATAC website: 

www.STATAC.edu.au 

 
SATAC is the South Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Centre. SATAC process 
applications for Australian applicants, and 
international students completing an 
Australian year 12 qualification in Australia 
or overseas, or the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme in 
Australia. 
SATAC process both undergraduate and 
many postgraduate applications.  

This is an excellent resource for secondary 

students. It contains links to participating 

Tertiary Institutions (Institution Profiles), 

course information, scholarship 

opportunities, how to apply, key dates and 

more! 

 

SATAC publications are available to access 

now! From the home page click on “Read 

all about it” or access the publications at: 

https://www.satac.edu.au/satac-

publications 

 

SATAC Guide to undergraduate 
courses 2022 provides information about 
applying for undergraduate courses through 
SATAC, course descriptions and course 
requirements. 
 

Tertiary Entrance 2022 | 2023 
| 2024 (SACE/NTCET) 
The Tertiary Entrance booklet contains 
information about transitioning from school 
to tertiary studies. It’s aimed at students 
studying the SACE in South Australia, or the 
NTCET in the Northern Territory. 
Students in Years 10, 11, and 12 can use this 
booklet to help them make subject choices in 
school that fit their future study goals. This 
booklet covers everything from the ATAR to 
prerequisites, scaling, and adjustment 
factors. 

 

VISIT THIS WEBSITE NOW! 

http://www.statac.edu.au/
http://www.satac.edu.au/
https://www.satac.edu.au/satac-publications
https://www.satac.edu.au/satac-publications


AG NEWS 
Rain, Hail, Shine or Covid-19; the show will go on!  
 
Royal Adelaide Show Team 
With only 36 days to go until the show the team is 
still preparing for the show to go on! Whilst you 
can't tell from the photo, the show team is smiling 
proudly whilst holding their wethers. Two of our 
Show Team members will be helping at the P & F 
Bunnings BBQ on Sunday the 22nd of August. 
There will be a basket full of handmade goodies 
donated and made by Pure Grace Handmade to 
help raise funds to support the show team. A full 
report to come after the competition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Milly Hoffman 
Ag Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OLIVE OIL  
The Year 9s have been working hard to bottle the 
olive oil from this year’s harvest. So far we have 7 
x 250ml bottles and 35 x 375ml bottles. We would 
like to thank the Goodfellow’s for the donation of 
bottles. The Year 9s are also designing their own 
olive oil labels for the bottles. These will soon be 
available for purchase via the school, after the 
students have taken a bottle home of course! We 
can’t wait for you to see our designs! Thank you to 
Kent Hallet from OOPS, one of our Show Team 
sponsors for donating their time and effort into 
putting this year’s olive oil into casks. 
 
The olive oil has been entered in the Royal 
Adelaide Show. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUSH TUCKER GARDEN 
 
Hey guys, my name is Tijonay Newman. I’m a young Aboriginal Wiradjuri girl and I wanted to tell you 
about my bush tucker garden. I put a lot of time, effort and thought intowhat I was going to do. 
 
I was speaking to my teacher Miss Hoffman about my idea and why I would like to do this and she thought 
it was an amazing idea. We started with what space we can use around the school. I had a couple of 
places that I could choose from and I decided to choose behind the library. I thought it was the ideal space 
where you could just spend a little time by yourself to relax or to calm down if you are having a bad day. 
 
I chose some lovely plants that I thought were pretty and might take your mind away from any negative 
thoughts. I also chose them because I feel like it is something that young Aboriginal kids like me can use 
to be closer to their culture. 
 
Being a young Aboriginal, one of the best things in life is when you get to know about your family a bit 
more and understand more about where they actually come from.  
 
This passion for my own culture has lead me to 
wanting to know more about other cultures  
and understanding who we are and our  
connection with the land. 
 
I hope that other Aboriginal students find peace  
and connection with their culture in the garden  
I have created. 
 
Tijonay Newman 
Year 12 



HOME EC 
Year 8 Textiles 
Year 8 students engaged with the textiles part of 
the Home Economics curriculum during Term 2. 
The major assignment for students was to design 
and create a personalised apron which is both 
functional and visually appealing. Students were 
given free rein to apply a design element of their 
choice to their apron design. Such design elements 
chosen by students to personalize their apron 
includes fabric paints and markers, iron on transfer 
as well as the skill of applique. I certainly think 
students met the brief here. The completed aprons 
showcase a wide range of skills and knowledge 
both in the design process and the practical skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students were able to design their own softie key 
ring as long as it included a button and was sewn 
by hand to develop these skills. A great job by all. 
 
Year 8 Home Learning 
During the week of Home Learning, Year 8 
students learnt about the Human Digestive system. 
By understanding the parts and function of the 
human digestive system, students can gain a better 
understanding of how food is broken down and 
used by the body. Students engaged well with 
these tasks and there were some impressive visual 
aids and games created by the students during 
their week at home.  
Well done to students and their families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12 Gourmet Cake Assignment 
Year 12 students have just completed their 
Gourmet Cake assignment where they had to 
identify contemporary trends in cake decorating 
giving consideration to the flavours of the cake, 
icing and fillings as well as ensuring the final cake 
is visually appealing. There has been some great 
growth and development in the skills of each 
student from when we first began this task. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 8 Smoothie Challenge 
Year 8s were initiated into the Home Economics 
kitchen in the last week of last term by partaking in 
the Smoothie challenge. This challenge saw a 
wonderful range of nutritious fruit and vegetables 
being utilized in various types of smoothies. Once 
students completed their smoothie, we then taste 
tested the different varieties and recorded our 
thoughts on the flavours and then identify the 
ingredients contained in this smoothie. This helped 
us work out why each smoothie was good for our 
body. A great start to Home Economics for this 
group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 11 & 12 Hospitality 
The year 11 and 12 Food and Hospitality class had 
the opportunity to participate in a mini MasterChef 
inspired Mystery box challenge. Students were 
given 30 minutes to prepare a dish which was 
inventive using the ingredients provided. The ideas 
were flowing and the kitchen was calm but busy. 
Students produced some tasty food and worked 
well under pressure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 11 and 12 Food and Hospitality (cont’d) 
 
Year 11 and 12 Food and Hospitality students recently completed their 2 course meal assignment (Year 12s) 
and Signature Dish assignment (Year 11). Year 12 students were required to look at the introduction of 
different cultural cuisines that came to Australia at some stage in history and consider how this cuisine has 
impacted current Australian food. Students chose Vietnamese, Chinese and Italian influences to base the 2 
course meal they were preparing for their customer on. While the year 11 students also had to serve a 
customer of their choice by creating their very own signature dish. The customers were treated to some 
delicious food and gave some positive and constructive feedback for the students. It was lovely to have some 
visitors come into the Home Economics centre and share this experience with the students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim’s Soup Day 
 
Tim's Soup Day was a complete success. Tim organized and planned the entire day and did a wonderful job 
being head chef and running the kitchen with the aid of his fellow Food and Hospitality class mates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kim Foulis 
Home Ec Teacher 



 



 

YEAR 10 CITY EXPERIENCE - 2021 
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RIVERTON SCHOOL COMMUNITY LIBRARY NEWS 

   5 August 2021 

Follow us on Facebook at Riverton School Community Library. 

                              COVID UPDATE 
              ● The Riverton Library is open again to the public with our usual  

               opening hours.  

           ● Please make sure you wear a mask,  sign in and sanitise your  

               hands when  you visit. 

 ● We have not yet resumed hosting our regular groups. Please check our  

     Facebook page for  updates. 

●  If you have placed an item on hold, please be patient. Our courier deliveries have only just 

    resumed, and libraries are just starting to  fill orders.  

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING NEW TO DO? 

Although we can’t have groups in the Library again just yet, we are still keen to welcome new 

members to our activities once restrictions are eased. Have you considered getting involved in 

any of these? 

Chair Yoga 

Meditation 

Happy Hookers (crochet) 

Scrabble 

Garden Club 

Book Chat 

Friends of the Library 

If so, call the Library any time on 88472414 to register your interest.  

All our groups are informal, friendly, and open to everyone in the community. 

         PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 

The closing date for this years Challenge is just under a month away! 

                          Reading records due: Friday 3 September 

Why not encourage your teenager to make a last minute sprint to the 

finish line? Books read in class count, as do audiobooks and eBooks. 



Happy reading and 

viewing!   

Merrill Thwaites       Library Manager 

Elaine Kerrison          Community Library  Assistant 

 


