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PH: 08 88472202 FAX: 88472016

RAP – Road Awareness Program
Kapunda – Year 12
Governing Council Mtg. – 7pm
Year 8 Sleepover 3:30pm – 9am
PUPIL FREE DAY
Success Assembly - 9am in the Gym
Year 10 City Experience Camp
Last Day of Term 2
Early Dismissal – 2:05pm

We had relevant equipment and activities for a
range of subjects on display as well as a tour of
our school farm – very popular!



First Day of Term 3

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
The school is focused very much now on the
teaching and learning in classrooms, with the end
of the semester approaching fast. Students have
two weeks left to complete their work for semester
long subjects, particularly Year 11 students who
are finishing off their SACE subjects. Working
hard to achieve a personal best is an important
target!

Families awaiting the Ag Block tour

Open Day
The Open Day that was held on Sunday, 23rd of
May went well with all parents of prospective and
existing students being invited to come along and
look at our programs and facilities – a great turn
out with over 20 families attending! Curriculum
based displays and activities ran from 10.00 – 12
noon, with a number of classrooms open, student
work available for viewing and the opportunity to
talk to specialist teachers about their subjects. Mrs
Lisa Harrison gave a talk to families about what
Year 7 and 8 was all about, giving an opportunity
to ask questions about what RDHS has to offer as
a secondary school option. This also allowed
families to have a look at the refurbished
classrooms that are being prepared, ready for the
junior school students in 2022.
Meeting the new calves at the Ag Block farmyard

It was a beautiful day, the displays were excellent
and we all enjoyed the opportunity to meet and
talk to a number of members of our school
community – past, present and future families.
Thank you to all the student helpers and teachers
who made the event a success – they represented
our school very well!

Engaging with social media
Social media appears to be an essential part of
many young people’s lives and it can have an
enormous impact on the health and wellbeing of
adolescents – and adults – who engage. It seems
that the relative anonymity of participants in the
cyber world has encouraged the ‘nasty’ side of
some people and many comments have been
made and shared which are hurtful, unkind and
often untrue.
Many young people can experience a form of
cyber-bullying. At our school we want all people to
stop and think before engaging with others in any
context: is what I am saying truthful, is it hurtful, is
it necessary, is it kind? Members of our school
community are encouraged to report it if it occurs,
talk about it and support each other so we can
stop it.
What does cyber-bullying look like? It can occur in
many ways, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

abusive texts and emails
hurtful messages, images or videos
imitating others online
excluding others online
humiliating others online
nasty online gossip and chat

I am being cyber-bullied—how do I stop it? Your
response can be:talk to someone you trust straight away—like a
parent, sibling, uncle/aunt, teacher or friend, or
contact Kids Helpline on 1800 55 1800

•
don’t retaliate or respond—they might use it
against you
•
block the bully and change your privacy
settings
•
report the abuse to the service and get others
to as well
•
collect the evidence—keep mobile phone
messages, take screen shots and print emails or
social networking conversations
•
do something you enjoy—catch-up with
friends, listen to good music, watch a good show
or chat online to people you can trust
•
remember you didn’t ask for this—nobody
deserves to be bullied and you will get through
this.

A useful resource is the government website of
https://www.esafety.gov.au for further advice and
information.

Uniform
The onset of cold weather has resulted in students
bringing out their warmer clothes. It has certainly
proved challenging for some and we are seeing
an array of different interpretations of what we
mean by our school winter uniform. A reminder
about uniform expectations:
•
Students – plain navy or mid grey trousers,
track pants, shorts or skirt, school polo top and
school hoodie / jumper / jacket or rugby top, black
lace up shoes.
•
Students can also choose to wear a school
jacket, over the jumper for another layer of
warmth.
These options do not include trousers or track
pants with logos, stripes or any other form of
markings and neither does it include ‘leggings’ or
‘tights’ unless under a school dress, as a uniform
choice. At the moment there appears to be a
variety of different pants or trousers, reflecting
poorly on the student’s appearance as a member
of RDHS. The choice of a non-school hoodie worn
underneath the polo shirt also seems to be in
evidence at the moment. If students require an
extra layer of warmth then the option to wear a
long sleeved t-shirt in school colours (navy or
white) underneath the polo shirt and a school
jumper is available.
If there is a short-term issue with access to parts
of the school uniform, can parents / caregivers
contact the school and speak to the student’s
Home Group teacher about the problem. We have
been very prepared to be supportive of individual
circumstances and the Governing Council has
listened and responded to student request for
change in uniform design. Therefore, it would be
reasonable to expect that all students would
comply with the uniform requirements of the
school. For school excursions and extra-curricular
activities, students will only be permitted to

participate if they are presenting in an appropriate
school uniform.

their young adult(s) to leave phone use for recess
and lunchtimes only.

Pupil Free Day

Recently we have had some accidental damage to
school laptops which has been expensive to repair
and inconvenient to the student in losing access to
an important piece of equipment for a period of
time. Students are expected to be very careful in
handling their laptops – not carrying them by the
screen or leaving them lying about in rooms and
the yard, ensuring that they are carried from class
to class carefully and not just thrust into bags with
other bits and pieces. As with any other piece of
issued equipment students are reminded they are
responsible for the condition of their laptop and
the cost of any repairs required will be passed on
to them.

Our next Pupil Free Day is on the 11th of June –
Friday of next week. All staff will be engaged in
training and development on that day, focussing
on planning and documenting learning programs
to support our Year 7 students in 2022, as well as
the students in years 8-10. Teachers will be
discussing and planning in year level teams and in
curriculum area groups. School Services Officers
will also be undergoing training in particular
intervention programs so they are able to support
students in classrooms more efficiently.
Bags, school equipment and mobile phones
Recently some students have made questionable
choices about how they manage their personal
equipment at school – carrying their school bag,
computer and other items (sometimes bulky and
heavy) around at all times, dragging them into
classrooms and at times keeping them on their
backs, even while seated in a chair. This poses a
hazard to their health, a tripping hazard in rooms
and does not promote good organisational skills.
We also are concerned about the security of
classrooms and we have had some minor issues
with misplaced items. All students have access to
a secure place to leave their personal items and
school equipment issued to them. There are good
reasons for students to use their assigned lockers
– it reduces the weight in their bags if they choose
to carry them, adds security for personal items
and will assist them to develop better skills of
organising what they need for lessons between
breaks.
A reminder that students are able to have their
phone at school, with the proviso that they must
be on silent or switched off and put away so the
classroom environment is not disturbed and
students are not distracted from tasks.
Responsible use of phones includes no access
during learning time; this includes walking to and
from lessons in the yard or when heading for a
drink or to another area of the school. There is
also to be no recording or photographs of other
people (students and staff) or facilities at any time
without permission. This means we maintain
attention on what’s important – teaching and
learning – and everyone remains safe at school.
Any inappropriate use will result in confiscation of
the phone for the rest of the day with escalating
consequences for repeated incidents. We would
ask that parents support us in this, encouraging

Attendance
As the end of the term draws nearer, students are
looking forward to holidays and anticipating a two
week break. There is still much to do at school
however and we ask that families focus on
maintaining a regular attendance pattern for all
students. Being present at school is an important
element supporting successful achievement; when
absences are frequent, gaps in learning occur
which are increasingly difficult to overcome. The
minimum expected attendance rate of the
Education Department is 95%, meaning that in a
ten week term, a student can only miss a
maximum of 2.5 days! While many students do
make that target, a significant number do not and
this will have an impact on their learning
outcomes.
Up until Friday of last week, our school had a
current average attendance rate of 89%, with
some students (approximately 11% of the school
population) being identified as ‘chronic nonattenders’. That means those students have
missed between 50% and 85% of the school year
so far, putting their educational program and final
achievement at risk. We would ask that all parents
/ caregivers support us in ensuring every student
attends and participates in their schooling to give
them the best possible opportunity to be
successful.
Regards,
Kathy Champion

AG NEWS
The Year 9s were over the MOOn to host our
dairy advocate for this year’s Cows Create
Careers program. Brad Toy visited and talked to
them about his career in the dairy industry and
their assignments. Brad worked on a dairy in Blyth
before working at the University of Adelaide
managing the dairy. He now works for Castlegate
James helped to salvage and sell just under a
million ton of wasted food to be used by dairy
farmers. The Year 9s thought this was udderly
exciting!

The last few weeks on the farm we have had
some new arrivals of calves from Masterman’s
dairy for the Cows Create Careers program. The
winning name from our Facebook poll for the
calves was “Ben & Jerry”! The students have been
learning about careers in the dairy industry and
how to look after calves. It’s been a great
experience and we can’t wait to show you some of
our assignments. One team will be chosen from
the school to represent us at the Barossa/MidNorth Dairy Day where our work will be graded
against other schools and celebrated for what they
have achieved.

The Year 9s have been selling their produce that
they have grown and it will be a tight competition
to see who wins the challenge! They have done a
great job caring for their gardens and producing
plenty of vegetables.

Finally some rain has meant we could get started
on seeding at the school farm. We hope to grow
plenty of feed for all of our livestock!

Milly Hoffman
Ag Teacher

FROM THE DEPUTY
YEAR 12
We are now half way through the year for our Year 12 students who are aiming to complete their SACE by the end of
this year. I strongly advise students to use their study time at school productively and apply themselves, with
dedication, to homework tasks such as test revision and investigation work. Their application and commitment will be
reflected in their final results. No one likes homework, but unfortunately, it is an integral part of Year 12 for those
students who aim to achieve success by the end of this year. Good time management skills will serve them well now
and in the future.
External Examinations – Stage 2
Some of our Year 12 students will be involved in external examinations as part of the assessment criteria for one or
more subjects. The SACE Board is gradually increasing the number of electronic examinations, adding Biology to the
list this year. All exams are worth 30% of the subject overall grade so it is understandable they can present a stressful
situation for many students. I encourage students to be well prepared.
Examination Timetable 2021:

Date
Monday 1 November
Wednesday 3 November
Friday 5 November
Friday 12 November
*All exams are 2 hours and 10 minutes duration

9 a.m.

1.30 p.m.
Essential Mathematics
General Mathematics

Biology (electronic)
Tourism (electronic)

RESEARCH PROJECT
The Research Project is a compulsory Stage 2 subject that can be studied in Year 11 or 12. We currently have two
classes of the Research Project timetabled and this will continue next Semester. Both classes consist of Year 11 and
Year 12 students. Students can be resulted for the completion of the Research Project in June or December. Good luck
to those who will complete their Research Project this month. Results are due to be released in July.
National Careers Institute
As part of the Australian Government’s Enhanced Support for School Leavers measure, the National Careers Institute,
Department for Education, Skills and Employment, have been funded by the Australian Government to deliver
additional support to school leavers as they prepare to take the next steps in a difficult economic climate. The measure
comprises:
 The School Leavers Information Kit has all of the resources and information needed to help young people
explore the education, training and work options available to them in 2021.
The kit provides students leaving school in 2021 with information about training, education and employment
pathways, to assist them to navigate the changed labour market as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The
information kit will be regularly updated to provide the most relevant and helpful advice to inform students’
decisions about their post school pathway for 2022, including local information. www.YourCareer.gov.au is an
online career tool that will enable people to identify career options suited to their interests and circumstances.
Your Career is available to anyone, at any age or stage of their career. Information about Your Career is
included in the online school leavers information kit.
 A new, dedicated School Leavers Information Service. This service can be accessed by calling
1800 227 337 and provides school leavers with two levels of support:
o A triage service to assist callers to navigate the online school leavers information kit, access and use
the Your Career website or be referred to relevant government programs or support services, and
o A personalised career guidance session with a qualified career practitioner for up to 45 minutes.
An information brochure will be distributed to Year 12 students this week.
More information about the National Career Institute (NCI) can be found at www.nci.dese.gov.au.
How can the School Leavers Information Service be contacted?
 Call 1800 CAREER or 1800 227 337
 Email schoolleavers.nci@dese.gov.au
 SMS ‘SLIS2021’ to 0429 009 435
KIM SCOTT, DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

The Year 8’s are
approaching the end
of their course with the
Painting and Colour
unit. They began with
colour wheels and
some colour theory
language and moved onto a landscape painting based on the area
around where they live. Finally, there will be time to decorate and
glaze the Jomon-inspired pottery they made earlier this term.
The Year 10’s are moving into a Photography unit, having just
completed tasks using the multi-layered lino printing technique. They
completed a small image based on their initials to begin with, then
combined a portrait with a piece of text to produce an eye-catching
and thoughtful result.
The Year 11’s are well into
their final unit which gives
them lots of freedom of
choice to explore techniques
and ideas, after two more
structured
units
that
encouraged them to study the
techniques of several wellknown artists.
They have chosen fields as
diverse as pottery, drawing
and painting.
The Year 12’s are hard at work
on their Visual Studies. This
task requires the student to
research in depth a particular
artist, theme or technique and
create their own artworks
along the way.

Not in the Art room but in Technology
Studies, the Year 8’s are beginning their
final task, the Breakfast Tray. This task
requires the students to master the skills
of making box pin joins in timber, but also
gives them freedom over certain areas of
their designs.
I hope all of these students will be bringing home some lovely work to show their families soon!
James Butler
Art and Technology Teacher

RYDA DRIVER WORKSHOP

SACE STAGE 1 & 2 PE CAMP

Last Tuesday the 25th May, the Year 11 cohort
attended the RYDA workshop in Clare. We were
joined by Horizon Christian School and Balaklava
High School. The workshop provided students
with the opportunity to learn safe driving practices.
Throughout the day, students attended several
sessions that focused on a variety of different safe
driving aspects. We learned about how speed,
music and bad weather increase the chances of a
crash.

We were taught about the ANCAP safety rating
and why it is important to consider it when
planning to buy a car. We also had hands on
activities on how to check tires for wear and
learned when they need to be replaced. Students
had the opportunity to socialise with other
students from other schools in the break times
which was quite refreshing and made it easier to
absorb the information from various guest
speakers.

As a group, we found the workshop to be a
valuable experience that offered new perspectives
into how our actions on the road can affect others
and what increases the risk of crashes. We want
to thank the school and our parents for affording
us the opportunity to attend this valuable
workshop!
Year 11 students

Awesome camp!
Details to follow in next Newsletter.

At 6:30am on the 4th of May a group of 10
students and two staff excitedly stepped onto a
bus which headed off into the darkness. 6 hours,
three fuel stops, 19 sausage rolls and 12 iced
coffees later the bus rattled and rumbled down the
dirt road deep into the Flinders Ranges. The
students will say they were abandoned in the
middle of no-where, made to empty their carry-on
luggage into hiking packs before being ordered to
“Packs On” and the walking began.

could do while wearing the Team Leaders 27kg
pack; for most the record was a mouthful of dirt,
highest count of one.

Day 4 – But, don’t drink it right?

Day one was a short hike through reasonably flat
ground and after getting slightly lost we arrived at
camp where everyone had to set up their gear and
camp before we lost the sunlight. Dinner was
cooked, and cooked, and cooked, and cooked and
then we ate something that had once been food.

Day four was a special treat, we found water deep
in a dry riverbed able to wash our faces and hair
we felt refreshed and able to conquer the world.
Then we found even more water and had the
rarest opportunity of all, to swim in the Flinders.
We walked some more and finally arrived at camp
setting up in record time because our Team
Leader informed us it would be a clear night and
we could sleep under the stars. 13mm of rain
starting from 2am said otherwise. In the morning
everything was wet, we set out again into the rain
and a few coffee lollies kept our spirits up, along
with a rousing rendition of Let It Go from Frozen.

Day 2 – Adding our names to the Cairn

Day 4 – It’s a clear night, lads

Day two we climbed our first big hill and added our
names carved on stone to a large Cairn that had
been built over the years. “Packs On” echoed and
we set off again, reaching camp everyone had to
work together to race the Land-Skis. Day three
more people took part in the Op Flinders
Breakfast a culinary delight sure to amaze the
senses. Of course, no-one could resist taking up
the challenge of seeing how many push-ups they

Day six was an opportunity to step off a perfectly
good cliff and put your faith into the harness
required for abseiling, I’m happy to report
everyone took those brave steps and everyone
safely touched back down on the ground. Day
seven, knowing we neared the end of our
experience started sombre, we walked through
mounds of mining from over a hundred years ago
and past a tower slowly crumbling into the land

Day one – Setting out

before we finally reached a point of pride; Mount
Rose. Standing high above the surrounding hills
Mount Rose stood imposing before the team,
nothing was going to stop Tango One from
reaching the top. “Packs On” and the climb began,
despite the flies, despite the heat and despite the
protesting limbs everyone made it to the top and
the view was spectacular.

Packs on

Day 7 - Mount Rose

Day eight Tango One trekked the final distance to
the pickup point where again packs were emptied
and returned to travel luggage, awards presented
and t-shirts gifted before stepping back onto the
bus for the long ride home.
Team work makes the dream

Day 8 – Last moments

Top of the hill

Tango One has plenty to be proud of and the unity
and strength demonstrated by each and every
member will stay with them for life.
Stats:





Rolls of strapping tape used – 3
Coffee Lollies eaten – 750
KMs walked –130.5
Sunrises seen – 8

Dave Mitchell & Blake Biscan
Op Flinders Team Leaders 2021

Awards

Abseiling

We are all connected

I’m king of the world

Xander washes his hair

The leaders pack can’t be that heavy!

Jonno climbing down

The day it rained

Catch me if you can

COMMUNITY NOTICE

