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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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23 MAY
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25 MAY
26 – 28 MAY

PH: 08 88472202 FAX: 88472016

Soup Day – organised by Tim Sparrow
RDHS Open Day - 10am – 12pm
P&F Bunnings BBQ
@Gawler Green - 8am – 4:30pm
Ryder Driver Education - Year 11
Surfing/Sailing Camp
SACE stage 1 & 2 PE

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
The term is now well underway with plenty
happening at the school.
Term 1 Reports and Interviews
At the end of last term we reported to parents with
an extensive written report being sent home via
students. Parents / caregivers were also invited to
attend (by phone or in person) a parent – teacher
interview night last week, to gather further
information about how their child is progressing
with their learning.
Some facts from the data collected on student
achievement includes:
 96% of all grades given to Year 8’s and 88%
of grades for Year 9 students were at a ‘C’
grade level or better. The level of passing
grades for year 10 students was at 83% - a
result that is a reduction from previous years
and an area to focus on.
 34% of all grades in the junior school were at
an ‘A’ or ‘B’ level. This means that a third of all
grades indicated that students were working
above the standard expected of their year
level.
 In Year 11, 86% of all grades were at a ‘C-‘ or
better, at Year 12 it was 94%.
 Almost half of all grades earned in the senior
school were at an ‘A’ or ‘B’ standard.
Teachers have provided detailed feedback to
students about what standard of learning they
have been able to demonstrate so far – now it is
important for students to take this on board. Pay
close attention to instruction, ask for extra
assistance and explanation, stay focused to do
your best and persevere, even when it gets hard.
There is still opportunity to improve before the
completion of the semester or the year and we
want all students to be successful.

NAPLAN

On Tuesday 11th, Wednesday 12th, Thursday
13th and Friday 14th of May, students in Year 9
took part in the National Assessment Program –
Literacy and Numeracy, or NAPLAN, as it is
commonly known. Once again this was completed
on-line and students were able to engage in the
test without any difficulties with sufficient internet
access. Skills that were tested included: reading,
writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and
numeracy. NAPLAN is not a pass/fail test, it simply
looks at what level students are achieving in
literacy and numeracy against National Standards
and in comparison with student peers throughout
Australia. It can’t be studied for and students are
not expected to do so. It is just a routine part of the
school program, completed as part of the school
routine and students were encouraged to do the
best they could on the day.
Later in the year we will send parents of each
individual student a NAPLAN report to view and
monitor how your child is progressing. More
information is available on the NAP website. If you
have any concerns, please contact your child’s
Home Group teacher or Ms. Greatbanks, the
NAPLAN facilitator.
Bike SA catering
It was fantastic to see the visitors from BikeSA
attend an evening function on Monday of last week
at the school. Approximately 230 adults were
catered for by a large cohort of students, under the
guidance of Kim Foulis and Di Allen along with a
number of other staff and two community
volunteers. The food was well prepared by the staff
and the Year 11/12 Food and Hospitality students
– a 3 course meal – and served by the ‘front of
house’ students – Year 8’s and 10’s. A gigantic
effort on the part of all who were involved in this
event – well done! Feedback from the guests who
attended was really positive and testament to the
hard work of all involved.
External School Review
On Monday and Tuesday of this week we had our
External School Review. This is when a team of
two from the Department for Education came into
the school to review how well our school is meeting
the learning needs of all of our students. It is a
process that every primary, secondary and area

public school across the state undergoes every
four years. From the perspective of experts
‘looking in’, their purpose was to answer:
How well does the school improve
achievement, growth, challenge, engagement
and equity?
The team spent two days in interviews with
teachers, SSO’s and leaders, students from all
year levels, including the SRC, and parents as well
as reviewing a broad range of documentation.
They have completed a preliminary overview,
reflecting upon what we are doing well and
recommending areas to work on. The team were
highly complementary about how good our school
looked, particularly with the upgraded facilities in
readiness for Year 7 students, and the willingness
of the students and staff to engage in reflection.
We will receive our final report, with clear
recommendations for the future development of
our school, before the end of the term. This report
is made available to the Governing Council,
followed by publishing on the school website so the
whole school community is able to see. We will be
taking decisive action to implement those
recommendations, starting by the beginning of
2022. We all – staff, students and families – want
the best for our school and this process will assist
us in implementing changes in order to improve.
Thank you to all the people who participated; we
appreciate your input and will respond.
Our new website for RDHS

The new website for RDHS has now been
launched and we are in the process of uploading
recent photos and information about what’s
happening in the school. Current documents,
including newsletters, curriculum information and
policies are all available through the website and
there will be a link made to our Facebook page.

2021 Open Afternoon
On Sunday May 23rd, we will be holding an ‘Open
Day’ – two hours at the school, for all parents of
prospective and existing students to come along
and look at our programs and facilities. Curriculum
based displays and activities will run from 10.00 –
12.00, with a number of classrooms open, student
work available for viewing and the opportunity to
talk to specialist teachers about their subjects. Mrs
Lisa Harrison will present to families about what
Year 7 and 8 is all about, giving the opportunity to
ask questions about what it is RDHS has to offer
as a secondary school option. We will also have
relevant equipment and activities for a range of
subjects as well tours of our Agricultural facilities –
the school farm.
It will be a useful day, the displays give some depth
to the curriculum we have to offer and we all enjoy
the opportunity to meet and talk to members of our
school community – past, present and future
families. Hope to see you there!
Regards,
Kathy Champion

On Monday 3rd May, RDHS catered a 3 course meal for 230 Bike SA guests. This task became the
responsibility for the Year 11 and 12 Food and Hospitality students, forming their group assignment for this
subject. These 7 students were in charge of deciding on a menu, food ordering, preparing all of the food,
negotiating altered menus to cater for the 50 people belonging to the group of special dietary requirements,
ensuring we had all equipment required and working out the logistics of how the evening would run in the
kitchen on the night. Although, some of the students had been involved in this event in previous years, this
responsibility was unlike anything they had experienced and coordinated before and the students should be
so proud of how successful the evening became due to their thorough preparation and engagement with this
task.
We were fortunate enough to have Ms. Di Allen to be in charge of front of house. As Di has run this event in
the past her input has been invaluable and we are grateful she was able to be in charge of all front of house
tasks including service, set up and table arrangements as well as coordinating the evening.
The evening was a huge success and we received a great response in our customer feedback. Over 700
plates left the kitchen in the space of approximately 1 hour and 45 minutes, meaning roughly a plate was
served every 10-15 seconds. Thank you so much to all of the wonderful students who volunteered their time
in helping in the main kitchen, special dietary kitchen, dishwashing, serving, bar and drinks; the night could
not have been a success without you. This event also presented us with an opportunity to market and sell
some of the school's wine so we also thank Milly Hoffmann (and friends) for being in charge of the bar for the
evening.
We are grateful to be working in such a great school community and thank parents for their efforts in not only
allowing students to be part of this opportunity but making sure they got to and from the event. Thank you to
the following staff and community members who were instrumental in making the night a success: Karissa
Buck (Special Dietary Requirements kitchen coordinator), Lisa Harrison (Sous Chef and runner), Sue
Decristofaro (Quality Control), Bree Roder (Dishwasher coordinator), Blake Marshall Hodson (Kitchen hand),
Temika Hier (Front of House Special Dietary Coordinator). Finally, a huge thank you must go to Fran Pfitzner
who worked continuously before, during and after the event with everything from food ordering, picking up
food, preparing food, coordinating students, being in charge of our clean down crew on the night and spending
the following week helping to get the Home Economics Centre back into shape.
The Bike SA catering opportunity has been an amazing real life catering experience for the school to be
involved in and the learning that has occurred for all students, in particular the year 11 and 12 Food and
Hospitality class, has been immeasurable.
Kim Foulis
Home Economics

Year 11 & 12 Hospitality Team prepare for the 2021 Bike SA catering event

Bike SA guests congratulate or Year 11 & 12 Hospitality Students and volunteer waiting staff

A huge ‘Thank You’ lunch for our volunteer team!

SOUP DAY
Date: Thursday, 20th May.
Come and get some delicious cauliflower soup.
Only $2.50 per cup!

Please fill out this order form and return it to the front office,
attention to Tim Sparrow, Year 12
………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………
…

Soup Day Order Form

Name:
Home Group:

BIKESA WINE TASTING AND SALES

YEAR 12 TOURISM

RDHS wine sales were also fantastic during the
Bike SA event and we sold 6 dozen of our 2012
Shiraz and 2 dozen of our 2012 Cabernet
Sauvignon (we are now sold out of this)

Last term the Kapunda High School and Riverton
& District High School Year 12 Tourism classes
participated in a day excursion to the Adelaide
Hills. Students had to collect data on a specific
destination in the Adelaide Hills to produce an
industry standard publication to promote the
location.

A huge thank you to our RSA volunteers Mark
Nottle, Mikayla Wood, Sophie Pascoe and Steph
Redden.
Milly Hoffman – Ag Teacher

Students visited the Big Rocking Horse,
Beerenberg Farm, Melba’s Chocolate Factory,
Lobethal Bakery, Hahndorf, Udder Delights
Cheese and the Whispering Wall. It was a full day
of visiting and interacting with tourists and staff at
the destinations. If you would like to see student’s
publications, they will be on display on Open Day
next weekend.
I am constantly made aware of how great our
students at RDHS are with their behaviour and
impeccable manners when out and about in the
community. People always judge and we are
judged very highly by others when on excursions.
If you see us walking around Riverton, please
come and say hello as we quite often have little
tours around the town to look at different aspects
of tourism.
Deanne Bowden
Tourism Teacher

AG NEWS
On the 10th of May 2021, the Year 11/12 agriculture class had the honour of having soil scientist Mr Ed Scott
visit. During our double, he talked about the different types of soils and what factors influence the health of
our soils. With samples he took from the school’s own soil pit, he showed us how to tell which soils we had
based on whether or not they could be ribboned when water was added. He talked about the different soil
layers, and how each layer can vary in the amount of nutrients, minerals, and moisture they have. He
explained that the type of soil can change throughout the layers, and that soil colour can give us a strong
indication of the type of soil we have, and the nutrients it may be lacking.
Mr Scott had five soil samples from various depth of our soil pit which he placed in a cup of water. During this
time, he was able to show, and explain, how certain soils breakdown while others hold their shape and what
it means for the structure of the soil. During the demonstration, a couple of the cups had water that had turned
cloudy, where he explained that this was an indication of the sodium levels in the soil, and how this us
influenced by the depth of the soil.
pH testing was also done on the five-soil samples, and it was here that we learned that the pH can change
quite dramatically within only 10 or so cm. We learned that our pH varied from 5.5, to 6 to 7, to 8 and then by
1m the pH was around 9. We also found that the change in pH was also related to the change in soil colour,
and how the two factors influence the overall health and structure of the soil.
Mr Scott explained how water can move throughout the soil layers, particularly when certain deeper soils won’t
allow the water to go down, so the water starts to move sideways across the soil. He told us how this can be
from soil compaction, the type of soil, or from the amount of certain minerals and nutrients in that certain soil
layer.
The students had a chance to get in the soil pit and get a close up look of the soil profiles, observe the changes
in the soil, and ask Mr Scott questions about certain soil issues, ready for their next assignment.
I thought that the experience was very worthwhile, and I gained knowledge that will be useful to me for both
school and home purposes. It gave me the chance to expand my knowledge, but also gain information from
a primary source around soil acidification ready for my next assignment.
Many thanks to NTS Rural for their help organising this fantastic learning opportunity
Georgina Eckermann
Stage 2 Agriculture Student

THE 2021 SHOW TEAM
Over the last 3 weeks some students have had an
interest in the show and have come over to the Ag
block to help out and to get an insight of what they
might expect if they decide to attend the 2021 Show
Team. 2020 Show Team participants have been
teaching the younger students how to halter up the
wethers and how to hold them.
Miss Hoffmann has given us quite a lot of tips
towards sheep handling and making sure the
wethers are not fighting to get away from you. The
wethers have had a great start and are starting to
accept the halters. We have a good calm group of
sheep this year and hopefully they stay that way for
the show later on in the year. So far the show team
experience has been awesome.

Students will receive a feedback form from their
interviewer in week 2, and will spend the next few
weeks reflecting on the experience and
identifying areas they were successful, and
areas for improvement. This will help students
prepare for the real-world experience of applying
for jobs and entering the workforce. Overall,
Students found this experience extremely
valuable - a huge thank you to our interviewers –
we couldn’t do it without you!
The winners for the positions were as follows:






Kitchen Hand – Layne Baker
Farm Hand – Chloe Eckermann
Checkout Operator – Vanessa Fisher
Waiter – Sharna Pirch
Council Apprenticeship – Marie Butler

Congratulations to the successful applicants!

YEAR 10 MOCK INTERVIEWS
On the 5th of May, Year 10 students participated in
mock interviews as part of their Personal Learning
Plan. Students were allocated a school leaver
position
(waiter,
kitchenhand,
council
apprenticeship, service station attendant, checkout
operator, farm hand) and prepared a resume and
cover letter for the position. Students prepared for a
job interview by creating answers for common job
interviews questions.
Volunteers from the community, Wendy MarshallHodson, Helen Thomas and Adele Butler, came to
the school on Wednesday to give the students the
experience of a job interview. Students were
expected to dress in appropriate interview clothes
and attend their interview at an allocated time
throughout the day. At the end of the day, students
came together for the ‘job’ (a block of chocolate) to
be awarded to the successful applicants, and the
volunteers explained the reason for the selection.
Our volunteers were then given a bottle of
Riversleigh wine as an expression of appreciation
for their help.

RDHS SPORTS

2021 RDHS SKI TRIP INFORMATION

Over the past couple of weeks we have had two
of our students, Connor Branson and Kane
Jansen compete in the School Sports SA Cycling
and Lawn Bowls Championships respectively.
Connor had a very successful day, winning the
C Class Championship which is an outstanding
achievement as a year 9 student. Kane
represented RDHS in the School Sports Lawn
Bowls Championship at Holdfast Bay and
enjoyed the challenge of competing against
some of the best young lawn bowlers in the state.
We would like to congratulate both students on
their achievements, it is challenging competing
in individual sports. Both boys represented their
school with pride and as a school and community
we are very proud of them for their commitment
and willingness to compete at the highest level.

The biannual ski trip was postponed in 2020 for all
S.A. Education Department Schools due to Covid19 border closures. After thorough investigation
and discussion with personnel from DECS
OHS&W, the level of risk associated with taking
students Interstate in 2021 has been considered
too high, particularly as significant cost factors for
parents were identified in the event of snap border
closure or the need for 14 days isolation.
I received an email yesterday from our provider,
World Strides, indicating recognition of uncertain
times & full reimbursement for potential trip
bookings made for 2022/2023. In the near future I
will be discussing the organisation of a 2022 Ski
Trip with our partner school: Balaklava, Swan
Reach, Eudunda and Burra to identify interested
student numbers.
If you would like more information and to register
interest for you child (Yr 8-12), could you please
either contact the school on 88472 202 or email:
diane.allen 336@schools.sa.edu.au.
I will ensure regular updates and information
becomes available.
Diane Allen
Ski Trip Coordinator

PARENTS & FRIENDS - BUNNINGS BBQ
FUNDRAISER
Sunday 23rd May at Gawler Green
We would like to invite anybody to visit us at Gawler
Green for a delicious ‘sausage sizzle’ breakfast,
brunch, lunch or late afternoon snack.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
We also would like to ask for volunteer help on the
day, or part of the day. We need helpers in the
morning from 8.00am until 12.30pm and then again
in the afternoon from 12.30pm until 4.30pm.

KANE JANSEN
Lawn Bowls
Championships

Any help you could offer would be greatly
appreciated.
If you would like more information, please contact

Wendy on 04 0151 0889
RDHS PARENTS & FRIENDS

FUNDRAISER FOR OP FLINDERS

BATYR
Last Thursday, in conjunction with the Year 11 Health Class ‘Wear White
Day’ we were fortunate to have BATYR, a preventative mental health
organisation come to the school and give two separate 90 minute
sessions to students in year 9/10 and 11/12. BATYR is a for purpose
preventative mental health organisation, created and driven by young
people, for young people.
The sessions were run by four different presenters who all gave insight
into their journey and how a positive outlook and accessing support
services has helped them to reach the life they live today. They provided
engaging activities and kept students involved throughout the whole 90
minutes. Students could relate to the presenters in a range of areas such as music, sport, animals, hobbies and
holiday destinations- we even had one of the presenters beat box for us! The focus was on promoting positive
wellbeing and understanding that when times are tough it is important to access your support network and talk
about it with others.
The feedback has been amazing and we thank the school for allowing students to be involved in the session.
‘I found that the presenters were really energetic. It was really helpful for sources and a reminder that you are not
alone’ - year 12 student
‘It made me think about all the good things in school and in life, such as strong friendships and caring adults’- year 10
student
‘The session was amazing for us, it made us think more positively about our mental health rather than the stigma of
it always being a negative topic’ – year 12 student
‘You are not alone’ – year 12 student
‘It wasn’t what I thought it would be, it was actually really fun and put me in a really great mood for the rest of the
day’- year 11 student
‘I went in thinking it would be boring, but walked out afterwards thinking ‘how cool was that!’- Year 9 student

RIVERTON SCHOOL COMMUNITY LIBRARY NEWS
13 May 2021

Follow us on Facebook at Riverton School Community Library.

Do you like reading and talking about books? The Riverton Library is
looking for new members to start our third Book Club . The day and
time of the meeting would be up to the members to decide, but it
would need to be during Library opening hours. Let us know if you’d
like to get involved. Why not ask a few mates to come along too?
To register your interest, call the Library on 88472414 or email
merrill.thwaites342@schools.sa.edu.au

NEW ARRIVALS

TEEN FICTION
(below)

ADULT FICTION

ADULT NON FICTION
'Reading this book made me feel more normal
about the things I feel sometimes... It's a great
book; however you're feeling, it'll help.'

Happy reading and viewing!
Merrill Thwaites
Library Manager
Elaine Kerrison
Community Library Assistant

ADULT DVDs
(above)

