
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PRINCIPALS REPORT 
 
We have now passed the half way point of the term, 
with all students well established in their program 
of learning. At this stage it is good to think about – 
how is your child progressing? Are they feeling 
settled, happy, engaged with the learning and on 
track for success? If you have any concerns or 
questions, now is a good time to make contact with 
the school so we can work together to address 
these. Early intervention will assist in keeping 
issues manageable and moving forward in a 
productive manner, rather than impacting 
negatively on the student’s learning.  
 
Reporting Student Progress in Term 1 

 
Under our Planning, Assessing and Reporting 
Policy, we will be reporting to parents extensively 
part way through the semester, at the end of Term 
1. This will mean that students and parents are fully 
informed about how successfully students have 
been able to demonstrate their learning while there 
is still time to make changes and show 
improvement.  
 
We also offer all parents the opportunity to discuss 
their child’s learning further with his / her teachers 
and I would encourage you to do so. Early next 
term, interviews will be offered on Tuesday night in 
Week 2, the 4th of May through phone contact. As 
we did last year, you will be able to book a specific 
time for a specific subject teacher to call you to 
discuss your child’s progress. Of course if you are 
not able to participate, you are very welcome to 
contact the school and speak to subject or home 
group teachers at any time. 
 

Our Pupil Free Day 

 
We had our second Pupil Free Day on Monday 
15th of February, working in collaboration with 
Balaklava High School. The theme of the day was 
planned as ‘Writing’, a key focus in the Site 
Improvement Plan for both schools. We had 
booked an expert in the field, Ms Misty Adoniou, an 
Associate Professor in Language, Literacy and 
TESL, from the University of Canberra to lead the 
professional learning for the day. Unfortunately this 
had to be reconsidered as Ms Adoniou had been in 
Melbourne when the recent COVID-19 outbreak 
had occurred and she was not able to enter South 
Australia.  
 
On the day we participated in an introductory 
session with Professor Adoniou via Zoom where 
she talked about the importance of the explicit 
teaching of writing within each subject area. She 
shared some data about the NAPLAN results 
across Australia and how they had changed over 
time. One of the key messages she communicated 
to us was that students often write the way they 
speak, not in the more formal, descriptive form of 
written language, as seen in text material. Their 
writing can be colloquial, lacking in detail with 
simple grammar and using a limited vocabulary. If 
we want students to write in a more sophisticated 
way we need to encourage them to read, seeing 
how a ‘scientist’ or a ‘historian’ would write. That 
way they can develop a deeper understanding of 
the writing process. We look forward to working 
with Ms Adoniou further in the Pupil Free Day we 
have planned in August! 
 
The day then proceeded with some curriculum area 
work where groups of teachers engaged with the 
units of work and planning documents provided by 
the Department for Education. Each teacher plans 
their learning program for each class, based on the 
requirements of the Australian Curriculum; we are 
looking to develop our programs further at RDHS. 
This is particularly important as we consider how 
we will be including Year 7 into our curriculum work 
in 2022. A very productive day! 
 
Bullying 

 
There is a great deal of attention given to raising 
community awareness of the impact of bullying and 
harassment on all young people. As a school we 
have a zero tolerance to actions of that kind and we 
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do look to respond to each and every situation. We 
have a common understanding that: 
 
Bullying is not a single event but involves repeated 
acts with the intention to harm someone else. It 
occurs when there is a power imbalance between 
the ‘bully’ and the person who is being bullied. It 
may occur when an individual is alone and can be 
hidden or perhaps when there are others to witness 
what is happening. A bully may not stand out as 
someone who has ‘behavioural issues’; they may 
appear to have good social skills, have friends and 
be well-liked by others. That doesn’t mean their 
‘bullying’ actions towards other students are okay. 
Some statistics on the impact of bullying on 
students in schools: 
 
• Approximately one in four Year 4 to Year 9 

Australian students (27%) reported being 
bullied every few weeks or more often. 

• Frequent school bullying was highest among 
Year 5 (32%) and Year 8 (29%) students.  

• 83% of students who bully others online also 
bully others in person.  

• Peers are present as onlookers in 87% of 
bullying interactions, and play a central role in 
the bullying process.  

• Hurtful teasing was the most prevalent of all 
bullying behaviours experienced by students, 
followed by having hurtful lies told about them.  

• Online bullying appears to be related to age (or 
access to technology), with secondary 
students more likely to engage in bullying 
online than primary school students. 

• Approximately one in five young people under 
18 (20%) reported experiencing online bullying 
in any one year.  

• The majority (72%) of schools reported 
managing at least one incident of online 
bullying in the previous year. 

 
What can everyone do? Bystanders need to act – 
don’t join in or encourage the bully, report it if you 
are not able to intervene yourself. Think about the 
impact those actions are having on the student 
involved and don’t ignore it. Encourage individuals 
who are experiencing bullying to report it to the 
school – to Home Group teachers, Year Level 
Coordinators or the Wellbeing Leader. 
 
Bullying can be a complex problem and there is no 
simple solution. Working together to respond to 
each and every event, calling it out and making 
sure that everyone understands that it’s never okay 
to do this, will be our most effective response. We 
encourage all students, with the support of their 
families, to report incidents they may be a part of or 
witness to and support us in making a difference. 
 

Respect 

 
One of our core values at RDHS is respect…key to 
developing quality relationships and working 
together effectively – staff, students and parents. 
Lately we have had some conversations with 
individuals and groups of students about this value 
– respecting themselves, their environment along 
with teachers and other students. Although not 
common, we have noticed some concerning trends 
in poor language, inappropriate comments made 
towards other students or staff and careless 
treatment of school facilities. This is not who we are 
at RDHS; we pride ourselves on being inclusive of 
all members of the school community, in a friendly, 
caring and clean environment – let’s make sure we 
stay this way! We would encourage parents to 
support us with this and talk to your children about 
how they can ‘live’ our school values. 
 
Attendance 

 
Our current rate of attendance is: 87% 
The initial strategies we are using to encourage 
students to attend school is to have conversations 
with students and families about reasons why they 
aren’t attending and plan for what we can do to 
improve how often they’re at school. If we work in 
partnership, we are more likely to have an impact 
on attendance – and attendance will lead to 
increased learning success. 
 
Regards,  
Kathy Champion 
 
 
YEAR 8 & 10 IMMUNISATIONS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SA School Immunisation Program Consent 
Cards will be sent home with Year 8 & Year 10 
students this week.  ALL cards MUST be 
signed and returned to the front office, even 
if consent is not given, by Thursday, 18 
March.  
 
Immunisations will be administered on 
Wednesday, 28 April (W1, T2). 



AG NEWS 

 
During the last few weeks at the Ag block there has 
been some great additions and changes made. We 
would like to announce that we had to call the 
MOOdwife in Week 5 and our heifers are now on 
MOOternity leave with the safe arrival of 2 calves. 
We are hoping that the third calve will come soon.  
Our low-line Angus cows have been pregnant for a 
while now and have delivered 2 new calves. The 
cows and calves won’t be interrupted during this 
time for at least a couple weeks because of the 
bonding process so they both connect with each 
other and they know who their mother and calf is. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the Grapevine 
 

In the vineyard, progress has been made, the wine 
grapes are ready to be picked anytime now and this 
action will occur during the week. To keep the birds 
away from this marvellous crop of grapes a gas gun 
has been put near or in the vineyard to keep the 
birds from eating our harvest of grapes. Thank you 
to Ken Noack, Steve Simpson & Leon Schramm for 
helping us get to the point of picking.  
 
 
 
 

Show Wethers 

 
Our show wethers have arrived at the farm also and 
are settling in at their new home. These sheep will 
be fed and trained for the Adelaide show in term 
3.They will be based on their carcass size and their 
wool that they produce. Thank you to Dave, Ian & 
Lucy Rowett for coming in to tag and weigh them 
ready for the start of the competition. With the 
arrival of the show wethers this will mean that bags 
of manure with straw will be available for purchase, 
by the bag (gold coin donation) or by the trailer load 
(byo trailer) $20. The show wethers are fed on a 
premium diet of pellets and only have straw 
bedding on concrete. Making this the perfect 
manure/compost for your garden. Contact the front 
office to organise if you are interested in this 
service. 
 
Getting Clucky 

 
The year 8’s in science are eggcited to be learning 
about poultry and will be working with the isa brown 
chicks that also arrived in week 5. They will be 
raising them until point of lay, and then the hens will 
be sold. 
 
Market Garden 

 
The year 9’s are working on their market garden 
challenge in teams planting their veggies, which 
they are working on their plans for marketing and 
selling. They have been working hard to fill up 
garden beds and preparing the soil.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A busy start to the year, we will have plenty of 

photos in the next edition of the newsletter. 🙂 

 
By Chloe Eckermann Year 10 - Ag Club Member 
& Milly Hoffmann - Ag Teacher 



SOCIETY & CULTURE EXCURSION  

 
On Monday 1st March our Stage 2 Society & 
Culture students attended the ‘Be the Change’ 
speaker series as part of the Adelaide Writer’s 
Festival. Our day was spent watching 
presentations from leading social action 
researchers, activists and authors. Students 
delighted in the musings of Jessica Scully explored 
the notion of hope and outlined ways everyday 
people can get involved and bring about social 
change. Jean Hinchliffe and Sally Rugg shared 
their experiences of social action and reiterated the 
importance of community action. Mika noted that 
one of their key messages was ‘humanising’ the 
issues we encounter and developing empathy for 
others, especially when their opinions differ. AB 
Originals rapper, Briggs dropped in to share his 
experiences of the Australian music industry and 
reminded us that “the idea is the most important 
part of the process”. He was referring to the 
process of not only writing songs but being involved 
in social change. The final session of the day was 
presented by Rebecca Huntley and Jonica Newby. 
They shared their collective experiences with 
climate change action in their respective fields of 
sociology and science.   
 
We left the day exhausted, contemplative, 
reflecting on our own beliefs and misconceptions 
and most importantly inspired to delve a little 
deeper into the issues impacting societies today.   
 
Presenters Rebecca Huntley and Jonica Newby 
discussing their recently published novels and 
their experiences with climate change action 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12 students at the Adelaide Writer’s Week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YEAR 11 ENGLISH 
 
“In year 11 English, students have been recording 
personal narratives. Students wrote about many 
topics, including motorcycle riding, pets, travel, 
major life events and events that impacted their 
lives. These stories needed to be 2 to 4 minutes in 
length and include photos or video; these videos 
will be submitted to the ABC Heywire competition 
later this year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of the students have written about the 
following: 
 
Savannah: For Heywire, I created a short video 
regarding how my life changed when my sister 
moved away for university. My sister is someone 
who is very important to me. We spent a lot of time 
together and have formed a relationship like no 
other. Living without her has made me realise how 
much I appreciated her company and our close 
relationship. Although the distance between us 
limited seeing each other face to face, we persisted 
through tough times and continued to strengthen 
our relationship by talking to each other via social 
media and video calling more often. This is an 
important story to me because family places a 
special place in my heart. 
 
Olivia: For my Heywire entry I made a video about 
my love of equestrian and my horse Daisy. Daisy is 
important to me as she is always there, no matter 
what happens. Equestrian is about more than just 
riding horses, it’s the struggles and then the 
successes, the hours put in between everything 
else. This is an important story to me as equestrian 
is everything and it fulfils my life.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARION SWIMMING 

 
On Tuesday the 23rd of February, 9 students from 
RDHS travelled down to Marion to represent the 
Lower North Swimming Team. This team consisted 
of the best swimmers from Eudunda Area School, 
Burra Community School and Riverton and District 
High School.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the day all swimmers gave it their all and 
represented our school and zone with pride. There 
were some outstanding races/times by individuals 
and it was great to see our students work together 
with the students from other schools on the day.  
At the completion of the day results were released 
with the Lower North Team finishing in the following 
positions 
 

 Girls - 6th position 
 

 Boys - 4th position 
 

 Overall - 5th position 
 
On the way home we had some very tired students, 
although KFC helped to lift their spirits for the bus 
trip home. On behalf of the school we would like to 
congratulate our students on firstly being selected 
and secondly challenging themselves against the 
best of the best from other schools. This is an 
experience they will never forget. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCIENCE  
 
In Science the stage 1 Chemistry Students have 
been learning about Chromatography. 
 
What is Chromatography? 

1. A method of separating and analyzing 
mixtures of chemicals. 

2. The separation, especially of closely 
related compounds, by allowing a solution 
or mixture to seep through an adsorbent 
(such as clay, gel, or paper) so each 
compound becomes adsorbed into a 
separate, often colored, layer. 

Stage 1 Chemistry students completing a 
colourful paper chromatography practical 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SA Next Gen team are excited to announce the 
creation of a scholarship to support two youth aged 
12-23yrs to attend the 2021 South Australian 
Sheep Expo held at the Adelaide Show ground 
from the 14th - 16th of April. 

Encouraging the next generation to engage in the 
sheep industry by promoting opportunity, 
understanding and knowledge 

The SA Sheep Expo is a new event offering young 
people a platform to develop a better 
understanding of the sheep industry, the 
opportunities it offers and to encourage the next 
generation to engage at a grassroots level within 
the industry. 
 
Apply online at: 
https://www.sanextgen.com/sa-sheep-expo-
scholarship 

 

SA Sheep Expo Scholarship — 

SA Next Generation 

The SA Next Gen team are 

excited to announce the creation 

of a scholarship to support two 

youth aged 12-23yrs to attend 

the 2021 South Australian Sheep 

Expo held at the Adelaide Show 

ground from the  

14th - 16th of April. 

www.sanextgen.com 

 

Applications close on the 11th March. 

https://www.chemicool.com/definition/solution.html
https://www.chemicool.com/definition/mixture.html
https://www.chemicool.com/definition/compound.html
https://www.chemicool.com/definition/layer.html
https://www.sanextgen.com/sa-sheep-expo-scholarship
https://www.sanextgen.com/sa-sheep-expo-scholarship
https://www.sanextgen.com/sa-sheep-expo-scholarship
https://www.sanextgen.com/sa-sheep-expo-scholarship


  

STUDENTS ARE MAKING 

GREAT THINGS AT 

RIVERTON! 

 

The Year 8 Art class has been 

studying ancient Japanese 

pottery and are now trying their 

hands at the same pinch and coil 

techniques used in Japan 

thousands of years ago.  

The same class has mastered the 

biscuit joins technique in 

Technology along with a variety 

of hand and power tools. The 

Year 10’s have been looking at 

Frida Kahlo’s portraiture and are 

now trying their hands at their 

own self-portraits in acrylic paint.  

The Year 11’s have been looking 

at Van Gogh, Picasso and 

Banksy and have produced a 

range of lovely works in their 

sketchbooks and the Year 12’s 

are developing some very 

interesting ideas for their first 

practical tasks.  

All in all, there have been lots of 

fun and challenging things going 

on! 

James Butler 

Art and Technology teacher. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

YEAR 8 ORIENTATION  

DAY     
 

Last Friday saw an amazing day of fun and groupwork, where the 

Year 11 Peer Support Leaders and PE class led the whole Year 

8 level through a range of Peer Support activities and Athletics 

training drills.   

The aim of the day was to help the Year 8s ‘orientate’ themselves 

into their Peer Support groups and provide them with a solid 

grounding for the upcoming Athletics Day. The Year 11s had 

plenty of challenges thrown at them, including management of a 

group of younger students, particularly during the ‘Amazing Race 

Around Riverton!' 

2021 STAGE 1 PEER SUPPORT LEADERS 

Thank you to all of the staff and 

student leaders who helped to 

make the day so successful.  A 

special thanks to Ms Allen who 

co-ordinated the PE students and 

to Ms Meek who organised the 

yummy lunch! 

Sue Packer 



 

RIVERTON SCHOOL COMMUNITY LIBRARY NEWS 

          4 March 2021 

Follow us on Facebook at Riverton School Community Library. 

            As well as our regular  community  

             programs,  we are planning to  

start some new ones this year. 

                                        

  TECH HELP                    Every Thursday afternoon 2pm to 5pm 

 Need some help with  your phone or tablet? Call in to the  

Library any Thursday afternoon  for some  one to one help.  

If you are over 50, we can also join you up to our free online  

IT resource Be Connected, so you can learn more about IT at home. 

IT help is available  anytime, but if the matter is not urgent, Thursday  

afternoons are the best time to  visit. 

 

BOOK CLUB                    Start up  time and date to be decided 

We’d like to set up a third Library Book Club! Anyone interested? We have many 

excellent sets of novels to choose from, or it could be more of a book chat group  

if people don’t want to read the same book.  

The Club would meet in the Library sometime during our  

regular opening hours.  

Please contact the Library anytime on 88472414 if you are  

interested, and let us know your preferred days and times. 

 

SCRABBLE                         New members needed! 

Our Scrabble Group is not new, but is looking for some new 

members! If you enjoy  Scrabble,  our friendly  Scrabble players 

would love to meet you. The group currently meets on Fridays 

from 1pm to 3pm, but a different day and time can be negotiated. 

 

Are there other activities you’d like to see the Library host? If so, call in any time  

to speak to staff, or email merrill.thwaites342@schools.sa.edu.au with your  

                     ideas. 



Happy reading and viewing!   

Merrill Thwaites       Library Manager 

Elaine Kerrison          Community Library  Assistant 

 

OUR NON FICTION  

DISPLAYS THIS MONTH 

ARE HIGHLIGHTING OUR  

COOKING AND 

 WELL-BEING  

COLLECTIONS. 

Available now for  

borrowing. 

JUST ONE OF OUR FANTASTIC NEW ITEMS. 

New books, DVDs and magazines added every 

week. 



Parent Update 
Week 5, Term 1 – 2021

Preparing for year 7 in high school in 2022   
This year marks the start of a new phase for our education 
system, as we finalise our preparations to welcome 
your year 6 or year 7 child to high school in 2022. 

Schools are working incredibly hard to ensure they  
are prepared for the move of year 7 to high school.  
As a department, we are making sure that your school 
has all the support they need to make this transition 
smooth and successful for you and your child.  

This is a special year for students 
It is a unique year, as year 6 and year 7 students will for the 
first and only time end their primary school journey together. 

We want your child to have a positive experience in their 
final year of primary school. We understand the importance  
of rites of passage, such as graduation ceremonies, and 
our primary schools will do their very best to make this a 
memorable occasion for both year 6 and year 7 students. 

Enrolling in high school for 2022 
This year, families of year 6 and year 7 students will  
both be applying for and enrolling in high school  
through the department’s statewide transition process.

You will receive details from your primary school 
early this year about how to apply for and enrol in 
your local public high school, so I encourage you 
to keep an eye out for this key information. 

If you are unsure of which high school zone you 
live in, you can use the ‘Find a school’ tool on the 
department’s website at www.education.sa.gov.au 

Engaging with your new school 
There may be opportunities for you to connect with 
your child’s new high school before next year. 

Schools will generally have open days, information sessions 
or principal tours for prospective families to learn about the 
unique programs, systems and offerings of the high school.  

As the situation with COVID-19 continues to change, 
schools will operate in line with the latest SA Health 
advice, which may mean alternate and innovative ways to 
engage. This might include activities such as virtual tours 
and online webinars. I encourage you to explore how to 
engage with your local high school by visiting their website 
or social media pages, or contacting the school directly.  

We are working together 
The move of year 7 to high school is a big change for you 
and your child. 2021 is going to be a busy year of preparation 
by our public education system and schools across the state. 
As a parent, you can feel confident in knowing that we are 
working together at every level to make the move a success. 

Where to find out more
Stay informed through your school and the Department  
for Education’s website: www.education.sa.gov.au/7toHS

Or share your feedback with the project team by emailing:   
Year7toHS@sa.gov.au

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parents-and-families/enrol-school-or-preschool/find-school-zone-or-catchment-area
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/7toHS
mailto:Year7toHS%40sa.gov.au?subject=
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