OXFORD TERRACE RIVERTON

Issue 1
Term 1
18 Feb 2021

Newsletter

CALENDAR OF EVENTS – TERM 1
23 FEB
26 FEB
5 MAR
8 MAR
10 MAR
12 MAR
18 MAR
2 APRIL
5 APRIL
7 APRIL
9 APRIL

PH: 08 88472202 FAX: 88472016

SASSSA Swimming
School Photos
Athletics Day
Adelaide Cup Day
Governing Council 7pm
Year 12 Presentation Ball
Interschool Athletics (Balaklava)
Good Friday
Easter Monday
SASSSA Athletics
Last Day Term 1

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Welcome back to Riverton & District High School
for 2021, particularly the students and parents /
caregivers who are new to our school community.
We have a friendly and welcoming atmosphere with
an encouraging attitude and acceptance of all
people and perspectives. Our ‘personalised’
approach to learning, the quality curriculum offered
and a broad range of extra-curricular activities
available to students, give plenty of opportunity for
students to engage.

awarded being a ‘B’. Out of all the grades earned
by students only 2 were lower than a C-, giving a
subject ‘passing rate’ of 96%. 37.5% of students (6)
who achieved their SACE were also involved in
Vocational Education and Training.
Students have settled in well and the buzz around
the school is definitely reflective of a ‘learning’
environment. Everyone is getting involved in their
classroom learning activities as well as looking
forward to participating in sporting events which
have already started with our recent Swimming
Carnival!
This year, we have some staff changes.
•
We are welcoming Ms Kim Foulis teaching
Home Economics to Year 8, 11 and 12 students for
the year and Ms Bo Pocz-Kitchen joins us for Term
1 in the Tech Studies area. Mr Fraser Higgins has
been appointed as the permanent Tech Studies
teacher, replacing Mr Tulk but is on leave for a
term. We also have Ms Karen Steer joining the
School Services Officer team, working in
classrooms.

The range of achievements of the 2020 cohort is
testament to how students can excel; you can all
do it! Our Year 12 students did themselves – and
us – proud last year, particularly in light of some of
the challenges they faced with COVID-19. Some
excellent performances were seen by:
• Nicole Kruse (pictured), our
Dux with the highest ATAR of
93.1 (including bonus points) as
well as our Dux with the highest
grades with an 4 A’s, 2 B’s and
a C+ standard over the two
years she completed Stage 2
subjects.

Matt Norman

Kim Foulis

•
Rebecca Lockwood achieved an ATAR of
77.2 and Kiara Dransfield achieved 70.25 before
bonus points.
•
Almost all students who were eligible to
achieve their South Australian Certificate of
Education did so – 16 out of 17.
63.47% of all grades at Year 12 / Stage 2 were at
a B- or higher, with the most common grade being

Bo Pocz-Kitchen

Karen Steer

•
Ms Milly Hoffmann remains at the school
teaching Agriculture and Science and managing
the school farm and Ms Lexi Champion continues
as an English, Spanish and PLP teacher.

•
Ms Liz McLaughlin is with us once again as
our Admin SSO, working in the Front Office four
days a week and Ms Karrissa Buck is our Pastoral
Care Worker.

support the school in providing appropriate items
for their student to wear as soon as possible so that
students meet expectations and do not receive
sanctions for being out of the correct uniform.

They join others to form an extremely professional
and dedicated team of teachers and school support
officers who work hard to ensure the success of
every student.

Some reminders:

Acquaintance Night and the AGM of Governing
Council
We held an event on the early evening of
Wednesday 3rd February, so that Year 8 parents
could meet staff and hear about the Year 8 program
at the school. The BBQ and meeting was followed
by the AGM of Governing Council, which all parents
were encouraged to attend. If you were interested
in attending either event but were not available at
that time, please feel welcome to contact the school
and chat to the Home Group Teachers.

•
Girls and boys are to wear navy or grey
trousers or shorts, which does not include a denim
or black option. Tights or jeggings are not
appropriate.
•
Black lace-up shoes of sturdy construction
are required, particularly if the student participates
in any practical subject. No thongs or flimsy
sandals.
•
Plain navy cap or broad brimmed hat or the
school bucket hat only.
•
No jumpers or hoodies under the school
polo shirt.

We are keen for more parents to come and join the
Governing Council – always looking for more
members! In particular, if you are interested in
being involved in the school but are not available
for Governing Council you may look at joining one
of the committees. If you would like to be a part of
the governance of the school please contact us and
register your interest.

Governing Council expects teachers to monitor
uniform and follow up when students do not
comply. Each Year 8 student received a school hat
or had the option of purchasing a broad brimmed
hat or cap, and they, as are all students, are
expected to wear it when they are outside in Terms
1 and 4. A “No hat, No play” rule applies; students
without a hat will be asked to go to a shaded
(veranda) area during break times.

We thank the parents who have volunteered to join
our Governing Council for 2021:

Daymap

We look forward to working with them throughout
the year, as representatives of the broader school
community to contribute to the effective
governance of RDHS.

There has been some questions about Daymap
and the use of the Parent Portal to communicate
with families. The program is very useful – teachers
upload information about subject programs and
lesson plans, assessment tasks are posted and
attendance rolls are marked. Students also can
submit work through Daymap and teachers will
mark and post results as well. Parents have the
opportunity to log on and see what it is happening
in their child’s classes, monitor their attendance in
lessons, communicate with teachers and see what
work has been submitted and the mark it has been
assigned. End of term reports are also completed
using the program. Instructions on how to access
Daymap as a parent will be made available to all
parents and any questions you have about the
program are very welcome.

Uniform

Emergency Management Plan

It is pleasing to see that almost all of our students
are wearing correct school uniform, although there
are still a few who are yet to purchase all of the
correct uniform. We have made some changes to
individual uniform items, in response to requests
from the SRC, and the choices available to
students are very reasonable. I ask that parents

The bushfire season is once again upon us and at
this time last year we saw the impact bushfires had
on farming stock, native wildlife and physical
assets. It certainly brought home the importance of
preparing ourselves ahead of time for fire risk; we
want to ensure that our students are safe and that
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parents are aware of the steps we are required to
take under specific circumstances.
•
There may be situations where we need to
contact parents swiftly and we will use the SMS
messaging system and emails as well as our
Facebook page to inform all families.
•
In the case of an emergency, the school will
maintain their ‘duty of care’ over all students and
will ensure each individual remains safe and
supervised. Clear pick-up procedures will be
implemented. If you come to the school to collect
your child, you will need to sign them out of the
school and they will not be able to leave with
anyone other than their emergency contact, or a
person you have authorized in writing.
•
RDHS is considered a site with a
low/medium Bushfire Risk, but if the following day
is forecast to be at the catastrophic fire rating level
(at 5pm on the CFS website) I will be required to
cancel bus services. The school will remain open
but buses are not authorised to travel on these
days. Should a Catastrophic day be declared, you
will receive an SMS message to your mobile phone
by 5.30pm, alerting you to the changes in
arrangements. You will need to organise
alternative transport for your child(ren) to get to and
from school.
It is vital that your contact and other details are
accurate on our data base. Please check the
printouts that have been sent home to you, make
any amendments and return them to us as soon as
possible if you have not already done so.
Parents can also call a parent hotline number (1800
000 279) to gain further advice when a
‘Catastrophic’ bushfire day is forecast.
Regards,
Kathy Champion

BUSES
School buses are provided to transport students to
and from school. Students cannot access a school
bus for any other reason and it is expected they will
use their allocated bus only. If they need to access
another bus route, on a one off basis, this must be
negotiated prior to use through the bus coordinator,
Ms Hazel Greatbanks. Two bus routes are at
capacity, therefore we may need to refuse parent
requests for their child to use a different bus.

WELLBEING CORNER
Hello Riverton and District High School
Community, my name is Matt Norman and I am
fortunate to be the Wellbeing Leader at RDHS for
the next 5 years. I look forward to getting to know
our school community as time progresses and have
already felt very welcome by students, staff and
community. It has been a busy, but enjoyable 3
weeks to start 2021 here at RDHS.
A huge well done to Di Allen on her organisation of
our Swimming Carnival and Leadership Assembly.
What an amazing spectacle swimming carnival
was, with the house pride being quite astonishing.
It was a pity about the house result, however look
out for the resurgence of mighty Castine at Sports
Day in a few weeks time.
A little about me - I am an ex-scholar of RDHS,
having attended from 1998-2002. I have very fond
memories of my time as a student here and I look
forward to helping students enjoy their time here as
much as I did. I was also taught by a few teachers
who are still teaching here, I’ll let you guess who
they might be. I live locally and have 2 boys,
Harrison and Henry who attend Riverton Primary
School. For the past 5 years I have been at Burra
Community School as the Wellbeing and
Disabilities Coordinator, while also teaching across
a range of year levels and subject areas. In my
spare time I enjoy playing basketball, cricket and
football. I am currently coaching the A grade at the
Hamley Bridge Football Club and play cricket for
Gilbert Valley. I enjoy travelling and am currently
utilising our ‘spare time’ renovating a house.
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge
the work of Kym Spartley in her role as the
Wellbeing Leader at RDHS. She implemented
many programs in her time and is much loved by
students, staff and community. I look forward to
continuing this and being another support person
for students in their ‘support web’.
In this role I have many links to professional
services and links in our area, if you have concerns
about your child please do not hesitate to contact
me to access and utilise these services. I look
forward to working with you all to ensure your
child/ren are feeling safe, valued and engaged in
their schooling at RDHS. Please contact me by
phone, email or pop into the school at any time for
a chat.
Matt Norman
Wellbeing Leader
Matt.norman847@schools.sa.edu.au

FROM THE DEPUTY
We have started the 2021 school year running!
Senior students left for a three-day camp on day 1,
week 1, in week 2 we held our leadership assembly
and by week 3 students were in the pool competing
for house points and championship medals!
The year 11/12 camp, based at West Beach, was
a huge success. Staff and students worked as a
cohesive team to complete challenges and foster
positive relationships. All students travelled to the
city on day 2, with the two year levels involved in
different activities for the day.
The Year 12’s toured Parliament House, The Jam
Factory and familiarised themselves with the
location of Adelaide University campuses. Both
groups met for lunch at the Adelaide University
HUB where students were able to choose from a
wide variety of options. After lunch the year 12s
formed groups of three to compete in a Scavenger
Hunt organised by Ms Foulis; this was a lot of fun
(I think the teacher team won?!  )
The year 11s were involved in ‘The Amazing Race’
organised by Ms Allen. Once again, students
worked in groups to compete for the winning place
on the podium. Both groups needed to navigate
their way around the city, at times using public
transport, to find landmarks and solve riddles. The
year 11’s certainly looked exhausted at the end of
the day!
For year 8 – 10 students, a major focus of week
one was to ‘set the scene’ for the school year
ahead. Students worked closely with their homegroup teacher to foster positive relationships within
their home group and year level, to revisit school
expectations and organise subject requirements. In
week two, we held an acquaintance evening to
extend a special welcome to our newest students,
the Year 8 cohort, and their families. This was well
attended by students, families and staff. Members
of the student leadership team were also on hand
to cook the barbeque and help new people to the
school navigate their way around the grounds.
Congratulations to students who have been elected
by their peers to leadership positions this year. The
Student Leadership Induction Assembly, held in
week 2, reflected student commitment and passion
for Riverton and District High School. Well done to
the teacher mentors, Di Allen, Temika Hier and Sue
Packer for their great work with this impressive
group of students.
Activities continued in week 3, with our first sporting
event for the year. We enjoyed great weather and

parent support for the RDHS Swimming Carnival
held on Tuesday 9 February. Student involvement,
enthusiasm and encouragement of their team
members was fantastic! Well done to all
participants and championship winners. Good luck
to competitors heading to Clare Thursday evening
for our local Interschool Swimming Carnival and
those swimmers who are then selected to
represent RDHS as a member of our combined
school’s team to compete in Adelaide next
Tuesday.
Intertwined with all of this activity is curriculum
learning. Staff are working collaboratively in teams
to delivery rigorous learning opportunities for
students. During our Student Free Day this week,
staff worked across sites, with Balaklava High
School and within site teams in learning areas.
Riverton’s focus was ‘sequencing units of work’
from Year 7 to 10.
Kim Scott,
Deputy Principal.

RDHS LEADERSHIP
On Friday 5 February, Riverton & District High
School held its 2021 Leadership Induction
Assembly. Guest speaker, Mayor Wayne Thomas
from the Clare and Gilbert Valley Council, reflected
on his own children’s education at RDHS and the
input of individuals and community members to
make positive change happen, citing the building of
the Community Sports Complex (Gymnasium) as
one such example.
RDHS has introduced a new leadership structure
this year. The 2021 Riverton and District High
School Student Leaders, Kelsey Noll (Year 11) and
Adam Wilkinson (Year 12) will represent the school
at community events and will also proactively
engage with SRC and House Leadership Teams.
Both spoke of their goals for the year, including the
focus areas of peers’ educational success and
student support of whole school activities. Both
students will work with Principal, Ms Kathy
Champion and Mentor Teacher, Diane Allen,
developing skills to advocate for the student body
and gain insight into whole school leadership and
decision-making processes.
Ten Student Representative Council delegates,
two from each Year level, were inducted at the
assembly. The SRC represents student voice and
meets weekly, supported by Mentor Teachers, Ms
Temika Hier and Ms Sue Packer. Chairperson
Shaun Saville identified the SRC’s role and
responsibility to the student body and identified the
Year 9 to 12 members designated roles within the
Council as elected by the committee.

Mika Golding, representing the 2021 House
Captains, spoke of the exciting and busy term
ahead. With a focus on expanding House
Academic Competitions and weekly Sporting
Competitions in Terms 2 - 4, the House Leaders will
certainly be busy. In collaboration with Mentor
Teacher Ms Diane Allen, House Captains have
been busy preparing and motivating teams for the
first carnival of the year, RDHS Swimming Carnival,
on Tuesday 9 February.
The House Sports Captains and Vice Captains for
2021 are:
CASTINE:
Captains - Mika Golding and Nathan Lamont
Vice-Captain - Cassidy Sellars-Paget

GLYNN WEBB:
Captains - Kane Jansen and Jordan Flentjar-Robinson
Vice-Captain - Mikayla Hadley



SRC Office Bearers:
o Chairperson - Shaun Saville
o Deputy Chairperson - Mika Golding
o Secretary - Kelsey Noll
o Treasurers - Marie Butler & Vanessa
Fisher
o Canteen Managers Jordan FlentjarRobinson, Erin Pyrcroft and Raffi-Elle
Anderson
Year 8 members Katie Brown and Erica Parker

JEFFREY:
Captains - Elahra Magro and Nathan Williams
Vice Captain - Vanessa Fisher

FORMAL WEAR

BREAKFAST CLUB 2021

As school starts back and formal approaches we are
hoping to start a wardrobe of clothes for those that
may need them.

We are looking for parent/caregiver
help to run our Breakfast Club
Program once a week at the school.

We are seeking donations of formal wear, both male
and female, to suit our year 12’s. If you have any
dresses, shoes, suits, pants, shirts or ties that you no
longer have a need for please drop them into the
School.

If you are available and would like
some more information, please
contact Matt Norman or the front
office on 88472202.

Many Thanks
Karissa Buck
Pastoral Support Worker

On Tuesday the 9th of February, Riverton and District High School hosted yet another fantastic swimming
carnival, with a record number of participants, lots of colour and a great atmosphere.
Students flocked to the pool early in the morning with the first house points available for the best entrance;
students sung and chanted their way to the pool with Glynn Webb taking the prize for the loudest house on
the Sound level Meter.
From there it was straight into the official events, starting with Open Freestyle, later followed by Breaststroke,
Backstroke, Butterfly and Medley races. Novelty events were intermittently open to all Year levels &
participation rate was high. Glynn Webb overpowered Castine & Jeffery with consistently speedy changes in
the dress-up relay. All Houses shared in wins with the remaining Novelties; Treasure Hunt & Best Dive.
Throughout the day extra House points were awarded for dance offs, quizzes and chants. At the end of the
relays, a familiar sound played through the speakers; the Nutbush, hailing the final dance off. Not a single
person was left out, Castine verse Glynn-Webb verse Jeffrey, all participants dancing their hearts out. The
judge, Liz McLaughlin, may have had bias on her mind when she decided Castine as the winner, after a chant
of “we love Liz”!
After a great day, Glynn Webb won the overall shield with the contest being for 2 nd & 3rd place, Jeffery beating
Castine by 10 points. The first round of the Best Team Spirit Shield was won by Castine. Age- Group Medallion
winners were also presented:

U14B
U16G
U16B
Open G
Open B:

Winner: Leighla Brown
Runner-up: Katie Brown
Winner: Tait Hadley
Runner-up – Mitchell Noll
Winner: Vanessa Fisher
Runner-up – Mikayla Hadley
Winner: Connor Branson
Runner-up: Riley Goodsell
Winner: Kelsey Noll
Runner- up: Mila Turk
Winner - Lachlan Edwards
Runner-up: Damien Lockwood

WINNERS – Glynn Webb

U14G

Thanks to all of the staff and parents who supported the day being such a great success.
Adam Wilkinson (RDHS Student Leader)
Ms Diane Allen (Sports Coordinator)

RDHS
2021 SWIMMING
CARNIVAL

STAGE 1 & 2 DRAMA

LUNCH ORDERS

Students have entered the later stage of their
Innovator Study, focusing on the works of Rowan
Atkinson and his comedy stylings.

Students are reminded that they can order
lunches before school by filling out a lunch order
bag, located in the front office. Lunches are
provided from the Emporium Bakehouse Café in
Riverton. Please find below, the lunch menu for
term 1, 2021.

Recently using the tools of a “Writers Room” to
formulate ideas for scenes before moving on to
workshopping plans, developing a story board and
finally performing a draft film version. The finished
work will be more involved and complex but the
students are really enjoying the experience and
coming up with some excellent comedy material.
I know I get a good laugh every lesson ad the way
the world is at the moment, we could all use a little
more laughter.
Dave Mitchell
Drama Teacher

Sandwiches
Wrap
Baguette

6.90
8.90
9.90

CHOOSE FROM
MEAT
Ham, Turkey, Chicken, Roast Beef
CONDIMENTS
Butter, Mayo, Aioli, Cranberry, Dijonnaise, English Mustard
OTHER FILLINGS
Cheese, Tomato, Cucumber, Lettuce, Onion
Toasted Ham and Cheese Sandwich
Toasted Ham Cheese and Tomato Sandwich
Toasted Ham, Cheese and Pineapple Sandwich

6.90
6.90
6.90

Chips served with tomato sauce
Wedges served with sweet chilli sauce and sour cream
Sweet potato chips (GF) served with aioli
Nuggets and chips
Gravy
extra

4.00
4.90
5.00
7.90
50c

Sausage Roll
Steak Pie
Veggie Pasty

4.00
4.80
4.80

Hot Dog with sauce
Hot dogs with cheese and sauce
Hot dog with the lot (chees, bacon, onion and sauce)

6.00
6.50
8.50

Hot Pizza Roll: Supreme
Hot Pizza Roll: BBQ Chicken

10.90
10.90

Garden Salad

8.50

Pump Water

4.00

RIVERTON SCHOOL COMMUNITY LIBRARY NEWS
18 February 2021

WELCOME TO 2021 IN THE LIBRARY!
If you are not already a member, joining is easy and free! Just call in anytime with some photo ID .
Our Library is part of LibrariesSA, which means you can access items from any public library in the
state. That’s about 4 million options! More information below on why it’s such a good idea to be
a Library member! Follow us on Facebook at Riverton School Community Library.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Starts
Tuesday
February 23

We are constantly updating our collection to meet
community needs, and so we now have some lovely books
for sale at bargain prices!
COMMUNITY
Out they go at 5 for $1, or
LIBRARY
20c each. Please bring your
OPENING HOURS
own bag.
At this stage we have Adult Fiction,
and a selection of Non Fiction. There
(Closed Sunday and Monday.)
will be other kinds of book and DVDs
available later. You will find these
Tuesday
2pm to 6pm
items at the rear of the
Wednesday to Friday
Library, displayed on top of the
shelves to the left and right of the
9am to 5pm
space. Available during Library
(Closed for lunch from
opening hours.

CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY AUSTRALIA

12.50pm to 1.40pm.)
Saturday 9am to 11am

Join us for the third year of CUA at Riverton
Library! In this fabulous program children aged 5
to 14 earn learning hours outside of school, and
graduate at a splendid ceremony in November at
Bonython Hall, Adelaide (restrictions permitting).
Regular activities like a sport or Scouts counts, as
do visits to museums, galleries, zoos and so on.
Children can also earn all their hours at home, with
self-chosen learning projects or with the huge
range of options on the CUA website and Facebook
page.
Older teens can join too, but they earn volunteer
hours instead.
Can’t make the meeting? Just call or call in to the
Library anytime.

REGULAR ADULT COMMUNITY GROUPS

Chair Yoga

Wednesdays

3.15pm to 3.45pm

Meditation

Wednesdays

4.00pm to 4.45pm

Cost: $5 for one or both sessions
Happy Hookers

Thursdays

10.00am to 12pm

Join our friendly crochet group!
Scrabble

Fridays
Free.

Garden Club

First Thursday of each month

Free.

1.00pm to 3.00pm

5.00pm to 6.00pm
(meet in Library unless special visit arranged)
Friends of the Library

Thursdays Week 7 of each school term
5.00pm to 6.00pm in the Library

As a member of Riverton Library, you can access free books,
magazines, audiobooks and DVDs from any public library in the
state. There is also free Wi Fi and computer access.
You can also access thousands of free online


eBooks and audiobooks through the Libby app



Magazines through the PressReader app



business training modules through LyndaLibrary.com and



Family history resources through Ancestry Library

Download the LibrariesSA app to find out more, or call in to the
Library and we’ll get you started.

Is your family new to RDHS? Your child will automatically become a LibrariesSA member and will be
able to access the resources of the whole state for their school research and personal interest!
Happy reading and viewing!
Merrill Thwaites
Library Manager
Elaine Kerrison
Community Library Assistant

