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Newsletter
•

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

31 MARCH
2 APRIL
5 APRIL
7 APRIL
9 APRIL
26 APRIL
27 APRIL
23 MAY

Year 11/12 Art Excursion
Good Friday
Easter Monday
SASSSA Athletics – Mile End
LAST DAY - TERM 1
Early dismissal 2:05pm
ANZAC Day Observed
FIRST DAY - TERM 2
P&F Bunnings BBQ
@Gawler Green

•
•

Reports from Principal, Facilities and Grounds,
SRC, Staff, Parents and Friends.
Approval of the next Pupil Free Day – Friday,
11th of June.
Discussion on the process of drafting a Mobile
Phone Policy, Year 7’s into High School
processes and the External School Review,
scheduled for 10th and 11th of May.

Members of the Governing Council are keen to be
involved with the wider school community and we
encourage parent contact with any of the
councillors if you would like to ‘have a say’. The
next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 5 th of
May.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Mobile Phone Policy

This term is almost finished for students and staff
and when we look back, so much has happened
over the last 9 weeks. We have had many sporting
– swimming and athletics – events, the
Presentation Ball, senior school camp, along with
the normal excursions and activities; our students
have had plenty of chances to engage with the
rigour of learning in their subject classes and other
opportunities for personal growth. Year 8 students
are now well settled into our high school and it has
been fantastic to see everyone rise to meet each
new challenge. A small reminder that students will
be dismissed at 2:05pm on 9 April, the final day for
Term1.

All state schools in South Australia are in the
process of developing a mobile phone policy, in
response to a direction from the Chief Executive of
the Department for Education. For RDHS this
requirement has given us an impetus to review our
current processes and see whether they need to be
modified, strengthened or moved in another
direction entirely. There has been a great deal of
discussion in the media about the ‘banning’ of
phones in schools and we are keen to arrive at a
policy that reflects the needs of our school
community. Students and parents, through the
SRC and the Governing Council need to have input
into this review and I would encourage any parent
to put their point of view forward via phone call,
email, text message or letter to the school for
discussion.

The school has planned a response in case of any
further COVID-19 outbreaks but generally, school
life has settled into the ‘new normal’. Social
distancing, careful attention to cleaning and the
range of protocols to reduce the risk of transmitting
infection have become routine and students are
very accustomed to following the guidelines. The
protocols we designed to guide students, families
and teachers in implementing an on-line learning
program are still in place and teachers are well
prepared to swing into remote learning in case of
any further lockdowns.
Governing Council
The RDHS Governing Council met for their second
meeting for Term 1 on the 10 th of March. We
warmly welcomed Mr Ian Pycroft who has joined
the council for 2021 and look forward to Mr Scott
Haynes joining us for the next meeting. Some of the
business of the meeting included:
•
Approval of the 2021 school budget

Attendance
There are direct links between attendance and
successful learning outcomes. We want to see
students participating every day, engaged in their
learning program and giving themselves the best
chance to develop their skills to be the best they
can be. At this time everyone should be engaged in
meaningful educational activities; we ask you to
support them to make the most of this opportunity.
Some things to think about:
•
SA law states that all students under the age
of 17 need to be ‘earning or learning’, attending
school regularly.
•
Missing one day per week (on average) means
that 20% of learning time is missed – how will
that impact on student achievement? Missing
that one day per week from Reception to Year

•

10 will result in missing two years and one term
of schooling.
Poor attendance makes it more difficult for
students to form positive relationships with
their peers.

The school is committed to working with families
by: sending SMS messages, making calls home to
follow up, organising meetings with parents to
identify strategies to support attendance and
perhaps referring to support services for chronic
non-attendance. Please work with us to encourage
all students to come to school regularly.
Attendance rate: 89%
Staffing news
I would like to welcome Ms Hannah Hoepner to
RDHS at the beginning of Term 2 for the rest of the
year, taking two classes of History now and
Geography next semester, in lieu of Ms Bowden.
As you may be aware, Ms Bowden has accepted a
part time position for the remainder of 2021 with the
cluster of local schools, guiding teachers in
embedding interoception techniques in classes.
This also benefits our students as she is able to
work with staff at RDHS with developing these skills
further in our classrooms.
During the last few weeks Mrs Marg Jordan has
been working with the two History classes and we
appreciated her willingness to step in at short
notice, ensuring there was no break in learning for
the Year 8 and 9 classes. She quickly settled into
the program and has been an effective and positive
member of our school community. We thank her for
all she has done while here at the school and look
forward to continuing to work with her as a relief
teacher.
Interschool Athletics Carnival
In Week 8 we attended the Interschool competition
at Balaklava, with different schools participating –
Balaklava, Clare, Kapunda, Burra and us. There
were several hundred competitors, marshals and
spectators there on the day, with lots of different
sports and events happening simultaneously.
Students followed a tight schedule of track and field
events, run by staff from various schools with
student support. We had a fantastic attendance of
students on the day, sending an athletics team of
over 60 students to compete and we cannot speak
highly enough of their positive attitude,
camaraderie and sportsmanship.
Fantastic effort by all who attended – students and
staff alike. A great day and it was excellent to see
the achievements of those who competed - well
done!

Assessment and Reporting
At the end of week 11 (9th April, 2021) we will send
home a written progress report for each student to
their families. This involves giving a grade reflecting
the student’s level of achievement so far against
the performance standards for each subject and an
extended learning comment. This comment will
provide pertinent advice on how each student can
improve their skills in the work yet to come –
worthwhile to read, think and take ‘on board’!
Something to think about is the level of
achievement that the grade included in the report
represents. We want every student to work hard
and teachers do have high expectations for each
individual – to be the best they can be. We also
recognise that a ‘C’ represents the level that all
students in that year level are expected to achieve
at…and that ‘C’ grades are fine. What we also do
is recognise those students who have been able to
demonstrate – show evidence of – achievement at
a higher level and have reached a ‘B’ or ‘A’
standard. This means that they have been able to
produce work that is of a higher quality, greater
depth, using higher order skills and showing they
have a more sophisticated grasp on the concepts
covered, applying them within tasks. Some
students will get those grades, others won’t but
what’s important is that each student has done their
best.
On the basis of this feedback, parents / caregivers
can now choose to follow up with specific teachers
in order to gather further information about their
child’s progress. Next term – Tuesday the 4th of
May – we are offering a single night of Parent –
Teacher interviews by phone contact. All parents
will be able to log on and book an appointment time
on-line at any time during the holidays and during
the first week back at school. Instructions on how
to do so are included with this newsletter. We would
encourage everyone to take this opportunity to
liaise with the school, particularly if you have any
concerns about your child’s learning. If you are
unable to participate on that night please feel
welcome to contact the school and the teachers to
make an alternative time that suits.
We wish all students and their families a great start
to the school holidays – have a happy, safe and
relaxing break and we look forward to seeing you
all again on Tuesday 27th of April for Term 2.
Regards,
Kathy Champion

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL
Congratulations to all who have been involved in our latest, successful school events - in particular the
Presentation Ball and Interschool Athletics. No such extra-curricular activities can happen without the hard
work of staff, families and community members. Thank you to everyone who helped and those who supported
students by attending these events.
SENIOR SCHOOL
VET
Our senior students are in an enviable position to be able to access a varied curriculum at school as well as
external VET studies. We currently have 29 students involved in Vocational Education and Training (VET)
across 11 different industries. Semester 1 courses:
TRAINING COURSE

Location

CERTIFICATE 2 IN ELECTROTECHNOLOGY

NURIOOTPA

CERTIFICATE 2 IN SALON ASSISTANT

ELIZABETH

CERTIFICATE 3 IN SCREEN MEDIA

ONLINE

CERTIFICATE 2 AUTOMOTIVE SERVICING
CERTIFICATE 3 IN DENTAL ASSISTING ASBA

RDHS

CERTIFICATE 2 IN HORTICULTURE

NURIOOTPA

CERTIFICATE 3 EARLY CHILDHOOD

ONLINE/ELIZABETH

CERTIFICATE 3 REC & SPORT/FITNESS

NURI/KAPUNDA

CERTIFICATE 2 KITCHEN OPERATIONS

BAROSSA (NURI)

CERTIFICATE 2 CONSTRUCTION

BALAKLAVA

CERTIFICATE 3 IN RURAL OPERATIONS

VARIOUS

CERTIFICATE 3 RETAIL

ONLINE

RIVERTON (WORKPLACE)

SUBJECT CHOICES (SACE)
We are about to complete Week 9, and as such, students are not permitted to change subjects at this stage
of the Semester. Students studying SACE Stage 1 subjects, receive vital credits for each subject in which they
are able to show limited achievement; this means ‘failing grades’ D and E attract SACE credits (10 credits for
a Semester length subject). Students who want to change a subject choice for Semester 2, must complete
the appropriate change of subject form and engage in a subject counselling process to investigate the reasons
behind the request and the appropriateness of the subject change.
At Stage 2 there is minimal ‘room for movement’ although teachers can modify the curriculum to suit student
needs where appropriate.
HOME STUDY (YEAR 12/13)
Home Study is a privilege which is granted to Year 12/13 students only. The Year 12 team are currently
reviewing the guidelines ‘governing’ home study. A letter will be sent home with all Year 12/13 students
before the end of the term, outlining the ‘rules and expectations’ for students to be granted home study
permission. Home Study enables Year 12/13 students to STUDY at home. It is not ‘free time’. Students must
demonstrate they are using their class time and study lessons productively at school and meeting all set
deadlines. Home Study can only occur at the beginning or end of the day; students are not permitted to come
to school, leave and then return for lessons.
REPORTS AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT TRACKING
All students, Year 8–12, will receive a detailed Report at the end of this term. Currently, teachers are also
completing traffic light information to give home-group teachers a visual overview of how students are
performing and applying themselves. The Year 12 team will endeavour to contact all families prior to ParentTeacher interviews scheduled for early Term 2. The priority will be to support those students who are
underperforming. Other year level teams will also contact parents/caregivers of students identified as being
at or nearing risk.
Enjoy a safe and happy Easter and School Holiday Break!
Best wishes for a great Term 2 ahead.
KIM SCOTT
Deputy Principal

YEAR 8A MATHEMATICS
This term in maths we have looked at a whole range of topics on numbers
including irrational and rational numbers, decimals, percentages and
fractions. We learnt a lot of number skills such as converting a fraction to a
decimal and converting a fraction to a percentage and lots more. We have
also looked at square roots and expressing numbers as products of prime
factors. Application of Laws of Indices were a big part of what we’re learning
about this term. Mr D has showed us lots of quick and easy ways to work
out problems without using a calculator. We also enjoyed some hands-on
activities and some Maths games!
From Mia Berry and Erica Parker

YEAR 9 HOME EC - WHAT IS A “FAKEAWAY”?
A homemade meal intended to replicate takeaway food ordered from a restaurant.
Back in the day, Friday night takeaway was a family tradition for lots of families. In some families, takeaway
is part of their normal weekly meals. However, takeaway food for a family can be expensive and often when
the food is delivered it is cold and unappealing.

The year 9 students absolutely loved their baked KFC – and it was even presented in an original KFC box!
Very proud of their cooking and that they’ve kept the secret recipe quiet!!
Lise Meek
Home Economics Teacher

PARENTS & FRIENDS
BUNNINGS BBQ FUNDRAISER
Our next Bunnings Fundraising BBQ is scheduled for Sunday 23 rd May at Gawler Green
We would like to invite anybody to visit us at Gawler Green for a delicious ‘sausage sizzle’ breakfast,
brunch, lunch or late afternoon snack.
We also would like to ask for volunteer help on the day,
or part of the day. We need helpers in the morning
from 8.00am until 12.30pm and then again in the
afternoon from 12.30pm until 4.30pm.
Any help you could offer would be greatly appreciated.
If you would like more information, please contact
Wendy on 0401 510 889.

RDHS PARENTS & FRIENDS

Teacher Interviews and Booking Procedure
2021 Parent Teacher Interviews will be held via telephone contact on Tuesday 4th May 2021, between 3.00pm – 6.20pm.
Interviews will be of 10 minutes duration per student per subject. If further discussion is required beyond the 10 minutes allocated,
parents/caregivers will need to contact the school after the interviews to arrange another appointment or phone interview.
Bookings can be made from today. Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and follow the steps
below and you will be able book interviews for the times that suit you.
All teaching staff and leaders are available for you to make an appointment with. If you wish to discuss
a particular area, please select the subject teacher relevant to your child. Unfortunately, we are unable
to offer interviews with a Year 9 – 11 Tech teacher at this time.
Parents who don’t have internet access, please phone the school on 88472202 at the start of Term 2,
with your student’s subjects, teachers and preferred times. Office staff will book the times for you.
Parents can change their interview times any time prior to the closing date,
by re-visiting www.schoolinterviews.com.au.
Parents wishing to change their interview times after the closing date should
contact the school.
BOOKINGS CLOSE Monday 3rd May 2021 at 9:00am.

INTRODUCTION TO INTEROCEPTION

YEAR 12 PRESENTATION BALL 2021

The start of this year has been a whirlwind as I
started full time as a teacher with Riverton & District
High School but then was offered a position as
Interoception Project Manager for the Gawler 2
Portfolio which includes 29 schools under my
banner (including RDHS). At the start of the year I
was doing interoception with my Year 8 and 9
classes and saw a change in engagement with
learning and that is why I accepted this position, so
that I can help as many teachers as possible to
implement interoception into their classroom
practices which will ultimately help a lot more
students. I am still teaching at RDHS and have a
Year 12 Tourism class for the rest of this year.

For the second year, the ball took place at the
Hewett Centre in Gawler. The night began with the
presentation to their friends and family of the
fabulous looking Year 12’s, each of whom had
spent considerable time and effort on their outfits
for the evening. Cheers were heard loud and clear
as each pair walked down the red carpet, wowing
the crowd before being introduced by Mr Butler and
Mrs Spartley.

What is interoception?
Interoception is the 8th sense and supports
students with recognising and maintaining selfregulation of their emotions. This could be in the
form of students who struggle with anxiety, who
have Autism and those who cannot manage their
anger and frustrations.
Benefits of teaching interoception:
• To help children connect to and learn to
understand their own bodies and emotions
• It provides children with the tools to know when
they are developing emotional reactions and the
skills to be in control of those reactions.
• Classrooms where interoception is being taught
have decreasing behavioural challenges and
increases of positive wellbeing and prosocial
behaviours

We then heard from our guest speaker, Nathan
Shanks who informed us about the trials and
tribulations of his life. Cocktail food was provided
and the music started. As the night went on the
glamourous Year 12 group and their families
danced and sang along to the great selection of
music provided by a hired DJ.
Then, at intervals, it was time for the Oscars. Each
student was called forward to receive an individual
Oscar for their particular exploits in school so far,
before the dancing resumed and continued till late
- a great way to conclude a great night.
The evening was the result of much planning and
effort, so it was very pleasing to see it was a great
success with the students and their families. A
heartfelt thanks to all involved in the production,
particularly Mr Matthew Norman, the Year 12
Coordinator.
Adam Wilkinson
Year 12 Student/Presentee
James Butler
Year 12 Teacher

If you or any families within the district would like to
know more about interoception, please contact me
via email Deanne.bowden709@schools.sa.edu.au
Deanne Bowden

RDHS Year 12 Ball Presentees 2021

PHOTOS FROM THE RED CARPET
YEAR 12 PRESENTATION BALL - 2021

GRAPE PICKING
On the 4th of March, RDHS students from all year
levels pitched in to pick the Cabernet Sauvignon
grapes at the school’s vineyard to be made into
wine. Miss Hoffmann had been closely looking at
the Baume (sugar levels within the grapes) with the
help of Mr. Simpson & Mr. Schramm, so she was
able to accurately tell when the best time to pick
them was. The year 10’s were outside all day
picking with the help of other year levels, teachers
and SSO’s as well as a few knowledgeable
volunteers. We were all able to pick a few large
crates and gain experience working with farm
equipment in a situation that’s very similar to a
working environment. Overall, the day was an
enjoyable break from our regular lessons and
provided us with valuable experience for the future.
We would like to thank our volunteers who came in
to help pick for the day: Les Fry, Brenton & Karen
Palmer, Malcolm Keast and Steph Redden. Thank
you to Ken Noack for all of his help getting the
grapes to the picking point. A big thank you to Mr.
Simpson & Mr. Schramm for organizing the picking
day and getting the grapes to the winery. Our initial
estimate was that we had picked 2 tonne, after
processing the grapes weighed 1.25 tonne, the
grapes are now fermenting away and will be put
into oak barrels and ready for purchase next year.
Looking forward to the next bunch of picking!
by Marie Butler – Year 10 Agriculture Student

YEAR 9 AG
The Year 9 girls
discovered that the
chicken’s water
container had been
leaking and they
worked really hard
to clear it for the
chickens....
…they were eggcited and on a
mission!
Some very grateful
chickens.

At the beginning of the term, the year 9s
were asked to produce a computer aided
design (CAD) using Tinker CAD to create a
3D model of a board game that they will be
producing. Some of the students found the
computer program so much fun that they
produced their own CAD designs at home.
The students were extremely successful in
creating their 3D models which gave them
a better understanding of the measurement
requirements of the game board. For the
past couple of lessons they have move on
and are now practicing joins and preparing
their timber for making. They have
produced some fantastic housing joins
which will be used for the frame of the game
board, and are now preparing timber to cut
the required pieces.

SHIRAZ SAUCE

RHUBARB JAM

In Week 8, Home Ec and Ag teamed up to make a
new product "Shiraz Sauce". The Year 8 Ag
students picked the small number of grapes the
birds hadn't eaten with Miss Hoffmann and
transported them to the cold room. Ms. Foulis'
Home Ec students then carefully picked the berries
off one-by-one and washed them to be made into a
Shiraz Sauce, it was a long process of simmering
and adding the other ingredients and waiting for it
to thicken. The product tastes delicious and we
cannot wait for you to try it. It is a perfect sauce for
steak, chicken wings or ribs. The students' of
RDHS are working hard on designing a label for the
sauce and working on a price to sell the sauce.

The Year 11 and 12 students made rhubarb jam,
using rhubarb from the Ag block. We also trialed
rhubarb chips.

Please keep an eye on our school Facebook to
see the unveiling of the Shiraz Sauce Label and
where you can buy it from!

SMOOTHIES

Smoothies were the first practical the Year 8
students had. They learnt about the nutrition of the
fruit food group and how each smoothie was good
for your body in a different way. They had a blind
tasting and had to guess what fruits and vegetables
were in each smoothies.

YEAR 11 & 12 HOME EC
The Year 11 and 12 Home Ec Students have been
learning about the ways you can make food stay
fresh longer with different food preservation
methods. Before the invention of the refrigerator,
people used several preservation methods to keep
food from spoiling. Food preservation is a process
that stops or slows the food from spoiling so that
fresh food can be preserved for later consumption.

YEAR 11 & 12 HOME EC

DELICIOUS

GOURMET
BASKETS

The Year 11 and 12 Home Ec Students have been
learning about the ways you can make food stay
fresh longer with different food preservation
methods.
They then created these delicious gourmet
baskets, using the produce and the preservation
methods they had been learning
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The Riverton Railway Station around the time of the murder

Right:

MLA Percival Brookfield.
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DISPLAY IN THE LIBRARY,
INCLUDING THE POEM BY
JOHN WILSON.

NEW TEEN FICTION
In this heartfelt and emotionally candid contemporary YA,
author Jen Malone delves into the life of a teen whose
world is brought to an abrupt halt when she learns she’s in
dire need of an organ transplant. from goodreads
Pitched as Romeo and Juliet meets Wuthering
Heights, the YA novel follows Jules Capulet
who, in a future world, is reeling from the end
of her romance with a classmate called Romeo;
it has left him in a coma and her as a social
outcast. Enter Heathcliff Ellis, a time traveller
sent on a mission to wake Romeo.
from goodreads

The Gaps is a powerful, searing psychological novel that explores
teenage fear, anger and vulnerability. When a 16-year-old girl, Yin
Mitchell from the Year 10 class at Balmoral Ladies College, is abducted
from her home during the night, it is splashed all over the news and
the whole community becomes consumed. from readings.com.au

The Survival List is a story about sisterly love, loss, and secrets.
Shortly after the death of her sister, Talley, Sloane becomes
engrossed in a mysterious list found in the pocket of a pair of
jeans. While following this list and trying to piece together the
clues, Sloane learns a lot about her once enigmatic and outgoing
sister—namely how little she knew about her sister at all.
From goodreads

Sisters April and Jenn haven’t been close in
years. Jenn’s too busy with school, the family
antique shop, and her boyfriend, and April
would rather play soccer and hang out with
the boy next door.
But when April notices her older sister is sad about staying home for college,
she decides to do something about it. The girls set off to revive a pact they
made as kids . from goodreads

ADULT COMMUNITY GROUPS
EVERYONE WELCOME!
Happy Hookers

Thursdays 10am to 12pm

Chair Yoga

Wednesdays 3.15pm to 4pm

Meditation

Wednesday 4pm to 4.45pm

Tech Help
Scrabble
Garden Club
Friends of the Library






Every Thursday afternoon
2pm to 5pm
Friday 1pm to 3pm
First Thursday of the
month
5pm to 6pm
Thursday Week 7 of the
school term
5pm to 6pm

NEW BOOK CLUB

Start up time and date to be decided

SCRABBLE

Still looking for new members !

Are there other activities you’d like to see the Library host? If so,
call in any time to speak to staff
phone us on 88472414 or
email merrill.thwaites342@schools.sa.edu.au

NEW ADULT NON FICTION

Happy reading and viewing!
Merrill Thwaites
Library Manager

AVAILABLE NOW!

Elaine Kerrison

Community Library Assistant

